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INTRO DUCTION. 


HE feelings, which dictate this publica- 
tion, have originated from the contents 
of a Narrative, ſigned by Sir Henry Clinton, 
late Commander in Chief in America. In 
which Narrative, events are attributed to my 
conduct during the campaign of 1781, which, 
I truſt, it will appear, were by no means the 
unavoidable conſequences of any part of it. 
The materials, hitherto produced, cannot be 
degmed complete, either in form or ſubſtance, 
There were many deficiencies in the papers 
laid before the Houſe of Lords ; in particular, 
four letters, dated July the 24th, Auguſt the 
16th, 2oth, and 22d, from me to Sir Henry 
Clinton, were wanting; one of which con- 
tained my reaſons at. large for undertaking the 
b march 
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march into Virginia: This omiſſion, as the 
Secretary of State informed the Houſe, was 
owing to their not having been tranſmitted by 
the Commander in Chief. Four other letters 
(three of them dated the 2d, 27th, and Zoth 
of Auguſt, and one the 14th, 15th, and 18th 
of October) from Sir Henry Clinton to me, 
were read to the Lords, according tp the order 
of their dates ; although they were only deli- 
vered to me, by the Secretary to the Comman- 
der in Chief, in the latter end of November, 
at New-York, above a month after my ſurren- 
der; and conſequently, their contents could 
not influence my conduct in any manner. 

I own I am perfectly aware of the impro- 
priety of publiſhing official letters for private 
reafons ; but, ſince. the meaſures with reſpect 
to America have now undergone a total change, 
I hope, I ſhall in ſome degree ſtand excuſed 
for producing the whole correſpondence, in my 
poſſeſſion, relative to the principal tranſactions 
of that campaign; as it is the moſt candid and 
complete mode, in my power, of ſubmitting 
them to the public conſideration, 

The peruſal of this Correſpondence will, I 
think, render not only the military, but every 
other reader a competent judge of the propric- 
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ty of my conduct, either when I acted under 
politive orders, preſſing contingencies, ot diſ- 
cretionary powers. 

It is foreign to the preſent purpoſe, and I 
ſhall therefore not endeavour to enumerate the 
many difficulties, which I had to ſtruggle 
with, in my command of the Southern diſ- 
trict, previous to the march into North Caro- 
lina, in the beginning of the year 1781. This 

zaſure was thought expedient not only by 
me, but by the Commander in Chief: I was 
principally induced to decide in favour of 
its expediency from a clear conviction, that the 
men and treaſures of Britain would be laviſhed 
in vain upon the American war, without the 
moſt active exertions of the troops allotted for 
that ſervice ; and, that, while the enemy could 
draw their ſupplies from North Carolina and 
Virginia, the defence of the frontier of South 
Carolina, even againſt an inferior army, would 
be from its extent, the nature of the climate, 
and the diſpoſition of the inhabitants, utterly 
impracticable. The many untoward circum- 
ſtances, which occurred during the four months 
ſucceeding the complete victory of Camden, 
had entirely confirmed me in this opinion. 
Our hopes of ſucceſs, in offenſiye operations, 
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were not founded only upon the efforts of 
the corps under my immediate command, 
which did not much exceed three thouſand 
men ; but principally, upon the moſt poſitive 
aſſurances, given by apparently credible depu- 
ties and emiſſaries, that, upon the appearance 
of a Britiſh army in North Carolina, a great 
body of the inhabitants were ready to join and 
co-operate with it, in endeavouring to reſtore 
his Majeſty's Government, 

The diſaſter of the 17th of January tan- 
not be imputed to any defect in my conduct, 
as the detachment was certainly ſuperior to 
the force againſt which it was ſent, and put 
under the command of an officer of experience 
and tried abilities, This misfortune, however, 
did not appear irretrievable; and to have aban- 
doned, without abſolute neceſſity, the plan of 
the campaign, would have been ruinous and 
diſgraceful : ruinous, by engaging us: in a de- 
ſenſiye ſyſtem, the impracticability of which 
I have already ſtated ; and diſgraceful, becauſe 
the reaſons for the undertaking ſtill exiſted in 
their full ſtrength, the public faith was 
pledged to our friends in North Carolina, and 
I believed my remaining force to be ſuperior to 
that under the command of General Greene. 

4 That 


T . , .o-£  i6iw- oo  * 


£4 wtSdSs waS Hand 


That this opinion was well founded, the preci- 
pitate retreat of that General from North Ca- 
rolina, and our victory at Guildford, after his 
return with Virginia reinforcements, are ſuffi- 
cient proofs, 

The unexpected failure of our friends ren- 
dered the victory of Guildford of little. value. 
] know that it has been aſſerted or inſinuated 
that they were not ſufficiently tried upon this 
occaſion : But can any diſpaſſionate perſon be- 
heve, that I did not give every encouragement 
to people of all deſcriptions to join and aſſiſt 
us, when my own reputation, the ſafety of 


the army, and the intereſts of my country, 


were ſo deeply concerned in that junction and 


aſſiſtance? All inducements in my power were 


made uſe of without material effect; and every 
man in the army muſt have been convinced, 
that the accounts of our emiſſaries had greatly 
exaggerated the number of thoſe who profeſſed 
friendſhip for us, as they muſt have obſerved, 
that a very inconſiderable part of them could 
be prevailed upon to remain with us, or to ex- 
ert themſelves in. any form whatever, | 
This diſappointment, and the wants and 
diſtrefles'of the army, compelled me to move 
to Croſs- creek; but meeting there with no ma- 
terial 


INTRODUCTION. v 


— —— - 


— 


—— — 
_ pee - 
——— — * — 
— — — Þ 
— = 


<a 0 
- — ” - 
— —— — — — — . 
= — - — 
— — — wy E 


— 
o ＋ 2 


v; INTRODUCTION. 


terial part of the promiſed aſſiſtanee and ſup. 
plies, I was abliged to continue my march to 
Wilmington, whero hoſpitals and ſtores were 
ready for us. Of this move I ſent information 
by ſeveral expreſſes to Lord Rawdon, but un- 
tortunately they all failed. My intention then 
was, as ſoon as I ſhould have equipped my own 
corps, and received a part of the expected rein- 
forcement from Ireland, to return to the upper 
country; in hopes of giving ſome protection to 
South Carolina, and of preſerving the health 
of the troops, until new meaſures could be con- 
certed with the Commander in Chief. 

The march of General Greene into South 
Carolina, and Lord Rawdon's danger, made 
my ſituation very critical. Having heard of the 
arrival of a pacquet from Europe, without any 
certain accounts of the ſailing of the reinforee- 
ment, 1 thought it too hazardous to remain 
inactive; and, as it was impoſſible to receive in 
time any orders or opinions from Sir Henry 
Clinton to direct me, it became my duty to act 
from my own judgment and experience; I there- 


fore upon mature deliberation, decided to march 


into Virginia, as the ſafeſt and moſt effectual 
means of employing the ſmall corps, under my 


command, in contributing towards the general 


ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs of the war. I came to this reſolution 
principally for the following reaſons, — I could 
not remain at Wilmington, leſt General Greene 
ſhould ſucceed againſt Lord Rawdon, and, by 
retucning to North Carolina, have it in his 
power to cut oft every means of ſaving my 
{mall corps, except that diſgraceful one of an 
embarkation, with the loſs of the cavalry, and 
every horſe in the army: From the ſhortneſs 
of Lord Rawdon's ſtock of proviſions, -and the 
great diſtance from Wilmington to Camden, it 
appeared impoſſible, that any direct move of 
mine could afford him the leaſt proſpect of re- 
lief: in the attempt, in caſe of a misfortune to 
him, the ſafety of my own corps might have been 
endangered; or if he extricated himſelf, the 
force in South Carolina, when aſſembled, was, 
in my opinion, ſufficient to ſecure what was va» 
luable to us, and capable of defence in that 
province. I was likewiſe influenced by having 
Juſt received an account from Charles-town of 
the arrival of a frigate with diſpatches from the 
Commander in Chief, the ſubſtance of which, 
then tranſmitted to me, was, that General 
Phillips had been detached to the Cheſapeak, 
and put under my orders; which induced me 
to hope, that ſolid operations might be adopted 
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in that quarter: and I was moſt ſirmly per- 
ſuaded, that, until Virginia was reduced, we 
could not hold the more ſouthern provinces; 
and that, after its reduction, they would fall 
without much reſiſtance, and be retained with- 
out much difficulty. 

With theſe ſentiments, I joined General 
Phillips's corps at Peterſburgh on the 2oth of 
May, a few days after his death; but from his 
papers, and diipatches from the Commander in 
Chief, directed to him, which I received at 
that place on the 24th of May, I found there 
were other projects in contemplation, which 
to me were entirely new. The Commander in 


Chief having deſired General Phillips to give 


his opinion concerning the ſcheme of operations 


in the Upper Cheſapeak, and the deſigu upon 
Philadelphia, I thought it my duty, as I was 
then in his place, to offer mine: which was, that 
I could not ſee ſufficient grounds for approvingof 
either of theſe ſchemes ; nor indeed could I bring 
myſelf to think any other plan, but the attempt 
to reduce Virginia, at that time either expedient 
or important. But I informed Sir Henry Clinton 
that I ſhould repair to Williamſburgh about the 
time when I ſhould probably receive his anſwer, 
in order to be in readineſs to execute his com- 

| | *  - mands; 
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mands ; and that I ſhould employ the interme- 


diate ſpace in deſtroying ſuch of the enemy's 
ſtores and magazines, as might be within my 


reach. 


Whoever reads the Correſpondence will ſee, 


that, ſince Sir Henry Clinton had declared po- 
fitively in his firſt, and in ſeveral ſubſequent 
diſpatches, againſt the plan of reducing Virgi- 
nia, no explicit alternative was left to me, be- 
tween complying with the requiſition (con- 
tained in his letters of the 11th and 15th of 
June) of ſuch troops as I could ſpare from a 
healthy defenſive ſtation, or engaging in ope- 
rations in the Upper Cheſapeak : The choice 
of an healthy ſituation was controlled by other 
material conſiderations; for, whilſt he ſtated 
in ſuch ſtrong terms the imminent danger of 
New Vork, or the important effects, which he 


expected from the expedition againſt Philadel- 


phia, I did not think myſelf authorized to de- 
tain any part of the troops he ſo earneſtly re- 
quired ; merely upon my opinion of the dif- 


ference of the quality of the air of Williamſ- 


burgh, York, or Portſmouth ; from the latter 
of which only, as it was already fortified, I could 


afford an immediate detachment. And with 


reſpect to the operations in the Upper Cheſa- 
| c peak, 
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peak, it will be remarked, that, although that 
plan had been for ſome time under the conſide- 
ration of the Commander in Chief, he did not 
ſeem inclined to take more ſhare in the reſpon- 
ſibility than barely to recommend it : and many 
reaſons, but particularly my recent failure in a 
ſimilar attempt, deterred me from undertaking 
it, without an explicit inſtruction. Accord- 
ingly, that I might be enabled to comply with 
thoſe orders of the 'r1th' and 15th of June, I 
paſſed James-river, (my remaining force being 
mſufficient to fortify and maintain a poſt on 
the Williamſburgh Neck) and embarked” the 
troops required with all poſſible diſpatch. And 
it will be ſeen by the Correſpondence, that the 
Commander in Chief's opinion of the indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity of an harbour for line of battle 
fps only appears in his letter of the 11th of 
July, after he had been acquainted, that the 
troops, intended for the expedition againſt Phi- 
ladelphia, would be ſoon ready to ſail. 
Hampton- road was recommended by that 
order; but, as it was, upon examination, found 
totally unfit for the purpoſe deſtred. every per- 
ſon can judge, whether the order did not then, 
in its ſpirit, become poſitive to occupy York 
and Glouceſter; the only harbour in the Che- 
ö ſapeak, 


INTRODUCTION. xi It 
ſapeak, that I knew of then, or indeed that I 14 
have heard of ſince, in which line of battle in 
ſhips can be received, and protected againſt a 1 
ſuperior naval force: and, as the harbour was 
the indiſpenſable object, I thought it unneceſ- 
ſary to enter into a deſcription of the diſadvan- 
tage of the ground, againſt a land attack, ſince 
there remained no other choice. 

When the arrival of the French fleet, and 
the approach, of General Waſhington, were 
known to Sir Henry Clinton, it will appear 
by the Correſpondence, that his promiſes of 
relief in perſon were uniform ; without giving | 
me the ſmalleſt particle of difcretionary power, | | 
different from holding the poſts that I occupied, {All 
Every reader will therefore be competent to 
judge, whether, under theſe circumſtances, 
and as I could not but ſuppoſe that the Com- 
mander in Chief ſpoke from a perfect know- 
ledge of his own reſources, and of the force of 
the enemy, it would have been juſtifiable in me 
either to abandon, by the evacuation of York, 
a conſiderable quantity of artillery, the ſhips of 
war, tranſports, proviſions, ſtores, and hoſpi- 
tals, or, by venturing an action, without the 
moſt manifeſt advantage, to run the riſk of pre- 


cipitating the loſs of them, | , 
c 2 Although 
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Although the Marquis de la Fayette ad- 
vanced his light troops early in September to 
Williamſburgh, he did not take poſt there 
with his army till reinforced with the French 
troops from the Weſt Indies, under the com- 
mand of Brigadier de St. Simon. I could, at 
that time, after leaving ſome flight guards in 
the works, have marched out a little more than 
four thouſand men, partly compoſed of troops 
unaccuſtomed to action. The enemy were 
in a ſtrong poſition, and conſiderably ſuperior 
in number, but I ſhould have attacked them 
without heſitation, if I had thought myſelf at 
liberty, after a victory, to eſcape into the Ca- 
rolinas, with the troops that were able to march. 
No other obje& appeared ſufficient to juſtity 
this meaſure; for our labour would have been 
materially interrupted by an action, and even a 
victory, unleſs it had extended to the annihila- 
tion of the Marquis de la Fayette's corps, without 
confiderable loſs on our fide, (two events not to 
be expected) would not have enabled us to make 
2 ſucceſsful defence againſt the army then ap- 
proaching, under the command of General 
Waſhington: But a defeat would probably 
have been followed with the immediate loſs 
of our poſt, which, until the pnd of Septem- 


ber, 
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ber, was a in moſt defenceleſs ſtate : and as I 
could never have proved, that I ſhould not 
have been rcheved, I ſhould have been expoſed 
to public execration, as a man, who, having 
reaſon to expect the early arrival of the Com- 
mander in Chief to ſuperſede him in his com- 
mand, had, in hopes of perſonal reputation 
from a viQory, ſacrificed the eſſential intereſt of 
his country, Far lefs could I have ventured an 
action without the moſt evident advantage, at- 
ter the junction of General Waſhington ; a 
deciſion, which nothing could have juſtified, 
but a certainty that | could not be relieved: in 
that caſe, I ſhould have fought before I was 
hemmed in by the enemy's works, believing a 
victory, over great diſparity of numbers in the 
open field, to be poſſible ; but a ſucceſsful de- 
fence, without relief, in ſuch a poſt, and 
againſt ſuch an attack, to be impoſſible. 

My reſolution at laſt, of attempting to eſcape 
with part of the army, could only have been 
dictated by deſpair. The enemy's immenſe 
train of battering artillery had now nearly re- 
duced our freſh earthen works to ruins: The 
attacks were conducted with ſo much caution, 
that we had no opportunity of making any 


material impreſſion upon them: The batteries 
of 
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of the ſecond parallel, which I knew in a few 
hours would compel us to ſurrender at diſcre— 
tion, were nearly completed ; and I had then 
loſt all hopes of relief. If the ſudden gale of 
wind had not prevented our paſſage of the ri- 
ver, Brigadier de Choiſy, who lay with a ſmall 


corps a few miles from Glouceſter, would have 


been attacked at day-break by the greateſt part 


of our force; after which, being without bag- 
gage, I thould have gained the upper country 
by rapid marches, mounting my infantry, by 
collecting horſes on the way, and leaving my 
intended route doubtful, until I was oppoſite 
to the fords of the great rivers; I then in- 


tended to have turned off to the northward, 


expecting that the enemy would principally take 


their meaſures to prevent my eſcape to the 


ſouthward. The ſucceſs of this attempt would, 
no doubt, have been precarious; and I cannot 
tay that it would have been practicable to have 
reached New Vork; but, in our deſperate ſitu- 
ation, I thought it well deſerved a trial. 

I ſhall make no other remark upon the enu- 


meration that is made of the troops under my 


orders, than that a great part of them were 
diſperſed in garriſons, totally out of my reach, 


and that ſome regiments had hardly any ex- 


iſtence, 
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iſtence, but in name. I am not in poſſeſſion 
of the general returns of the ſouthern diſtrict 
for the year 1781, but thoſe of the corps under 
my immediate command, at different periods, 
are annexed to the Correſpondence. 

During that campaign, I reckoned among 
the many other embarraſſments which ] had to 
encounter, that, on ſome important occaſions, 
it was impoſſible to communicate with, or to 
receive inſtructions from the Commander in 
Chief, in time to enable me to act according to 
his wiſhes : But, I truſt, it will appear from 
the Correſpondence now laid before the public, 
— that our failure in North Carolina was not 
occaſioned by our want of force to protect the 
riſing of our friends, but by their timidity, 
and unwillingneſs to take an active and uſe- 
ful part, — that the move to Wilmington 
was rendered neceſſary from the diſtreſſes of 
the troops, and the ſufferings of the numerous 
ſick and wounded, — that the march into Vir- 
ginia was undertaken for urgent reaſons, which 
could not admit of my waiting for the appro- 


bation of the Commander in Chief, — that 1 


did not eſtabliſh the ſtation in Virginia, but 
only reinforce it, — that I occupied the poſts 


of York and Glouceſter by order, and was in- 
duced 
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duced to remain in them by the proſpect of 


relief, uniformly held out to me by the Com- 


mander in Chief, — and, that, during the con- 
ſiderable interval between my arrival at Petert- 
burgh, and that of the French flect in the 
Cheſapeak, my corps was completely at the 
diſpoſal of Sir Henry Clinton, either to be 
withdrawn, or empioyed in the Upper Che- 
ſapeak, or ſent back to the Carolinas, - and 
conſequently, that my conduct and opinions 
were not the cauſes of the cataſtrophe, which 
terminated the unfortunate campaign of 1781. 


CORNWALLIS. 
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NUMBER TI. 


Earl.Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated Camp 
on Turkey-Creek, Broad River, Jan. 18, 1781. 


= I R, 
N my letter of the 6th of this month, I had the 
eden to inform your Excellency, that I was 
ready to begin my march for North Carolina, having 
been delayed ſome days by a diverſion made by the 
enemy towards Ninety-ſix. General Morgan ſtill 
remained on the Pacolet; his corps, by the beſt ac- 
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counts I could get, conſiſted of about five hundred 
men, continental and Virginia ſtate troops, and one 
hundred cavalry under PO" Waſhington, and fix 
or ſeven hundred militia : but that body is fo fluctu- 
ating, that it is impoſſible to aſcertain its. number, 
within ſome hundreds, for three days following. 

L icutenant-Colonel Tarleton, with the legion and 
corps annexed to it, conſiſting of about three hun- 
dred cavalry and as many infantry, and the firſt bat. 
talion of the feventy-firft regiment, and one three- 
pounder, had already paſſed the Broad River for the 
relief of Ninety- ſix. I therefore directed Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tarleton to march on the Weſt of Broad 
River, to endeavour to ſtrike a blow at General Mor- 
gan, and at all events to oblige him to repaſs the 
Broad River; 1 likewiſe ordered that he ſhould take 
with him the ſeventh regiment and one three-pounder, 


which were marching to reinforce the garriſon of 


Ninety-ſix, as long as he ſhould think their ſervices 
could be uſeful to him. The remainder of the army 
marched between the Broad River and Catawba. 
As General Greene had quitted Mecklenburgh- 
county, and croſſed the Pedee, I made not the leaſt 
doubt that General Morgan would retire on our ad- 
vancing. The progreſs of the army was greatly im- 
peded by heavy rains, which ſwelled the rivers and 
creeks ; yet Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton conducted 
his march ſo well, and got ſo near to General Mor- 
gan who was retreating before him, as to make it 
dangerous 
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dangerous for him to paſs Broad River, and came up 
with him at eight o'clock of the morning of the 15th 
inſtant, Every thing now bore the moſt promiling. 
aſpect: the enemy were drawn up in an open wood, 
and, having been lately joined by ſome militia, were 
more numerous ; but the different quality of the 
corps under Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton's command, 
and his great ſuperiority in cavalry, left him no room 
to doubt of the moſt brilliant ſucceſs, The attack 
was begun by the firſt line of infantry, conſiſting of 
the ſeventh regiment, the infantry of the legion and 
corps of light-infantry annexed to it; a troop of ca- 
valry was placed on each flank; the firſt battalion of 
the ſeventy-firſt, and the remainder of the cavalry, 
formed the referve, The enemy's line ſoon gave way, 
and their militia quitted the field; but our troops ha- 
ving been thrown into ſome diſorder by the purſuit, 
General Morgan's corps faced about and gave them 
an hearty fire: this unexpected event occaſioned the 
utmoſt confuſion in the firſt line; the firſt battalion 


of the ſeventy-firſt and the cavalry were ſucceſſively 


ordered up; but neither the exertions, intreaties, or 


example, of Lieutenant » Colonel Tarleton, could 


prevent the panic from becoming general. The two 
three-pounders were taken, and I fear the colours of 
the ſeventh regiment ſhared the ſame fate, In juſtice 
to the detachment of the royal artillery, I muſt here 
obſerve, that no terror could induce them to abandon 
their guns, and they were all either killed gr wounded 
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in the defence of them. Lientenant-Colonel Tarie- 
ton with difficulty aſſembled fifty of his cavalry, 
who having had time to recolle& themſelves, and 
being animated by the bravery of the officer who had 
ſo often led them to victory, charged and repulſed 
Colonel Waſhington's horſe, retook the baggage of 
the corps, and cut to pieces the detachment of the 
enemy who had taken poſſeſſion of it; and, after 
deſtroying what they could not conveniently bring 
off, retired with the remainder unmoleſted to Ha- 
milton's ford, near the mouth of Bullock's creek. 
The loſs of our cavalry is inconſiderable; but I fear 
about four hundred of the infantry are either killed, 
wounded, or taken; I will tranſmit the particular 
account of the loſs as ſoon as it can be aſcertained. 

It is impoſſible to foreſee all the conſequences that 
this unexpected and extraordinary event may pro- 
duce; but your Excellency may be affured, that 
nothing but the moſt abſolute neceffity ſhal! induce 
me to give up the important _— of the winter's 
campaign. ö 

I ſhall direct Lieutenant - Colonel Balfour to tranſ- 

mit a copy of this letter, by the firſt opportunity, to 
the n of State. 


| Thave the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER II. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dates 
New York, March 5th, 1781, 


Received June, 1781.) 


MY LORD, 

I WAS honoured with your Lordſhip's diſpatches 
dated the 18th of November, the zd, 4th, 6th 
"th, 22d, and 29th of December; and zd, 6th, and 
18th of January, by the Halifax loop of war, on 
the 16th ultimo. And, by the Mercury packet, 
which will fail in a day or two for Europe, I propoſe 
to tranſmit copies of ſuch of them to the Miniſter as 
may be neceſſary for his Majeſty's information. 

What your Lordſhip obſerves, in your letter of 
the 4th December, I am very ſenſible of; and am 
fally perſuaded that no repreſentation I can make 
will have any effect upon men loſt to every ſenſe of 
humanity. 

I am ſorry to fay, my Lord, that J have the ſame 
reaſon to lament the want of ſafe conveyances for my 
diſpatches, which your Lordſhip regrets in your let- 
ter of the 6th January, having had ſeveral prepared 
for your Lordſhip ever fince the beginning of that 
month. And J am even now obliged to truſt them 
by the precarious conveyance of a merchant veſſcl. 
as I have in vain applied for a ſhip of war for theſe 
two months paſt for the purpoſe, 
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I zequeft your Lordſhip's forgiveneſs for the 
omiſſion I was guilty of, in not anſwering the para- 
graph of your letter of the zoth June, relative to 
Lieutenant-governor Graham. As there are now no 
Refugees in Georgia, and of courſe no occaſion for 
ſuch an office as that to which he was appointed ; 
and as he is now in full poſſeſſion of his property, 


and does not ſeem to wiſh for a continuance of the 


employment, it is very proper that it ſhould ceaſe— 
and but reaſonable that Mr. Graham ſhould be re- 
imburſed for the ſums he has advanced, as well as 
paid his ſalary of twenty ſhillings per day for himſelf 
and clerk, from the 3d of March to the period he 
ceaſed to act, 


It gives me very great pleaſure to learn from your 


Lordſhip, that the army under your command is 
now perfectly healthy, and in good order. 

I am ſorry the oat-ſhips met with an accident off 
Charles-town bar. It is a riſk, in my opinion, which 
every fleet runs that anchors there, Surely it would 
have been better for them to have ſtood off, and on; 
but of thoſe ſea matters I am, of courſe, not a 
competent judge. 

I am glad to find that your Lordſhip intends to 


ſend the victuallers, and all ſuch tranſports, to En- 


gland, as are unfit for ſervice; their ſpeedy return 
being moſt earneſtly deſired, I would wiſh to have 
all ſuch invalids, whoſe times of ſervice do not en- 
title chem to Chelſea, and though unfit for ſervice in 

: the 
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the field, may be able to do duty in garriſon, ſent 
here from time to time, that they may be placed in 
the garriſon battalion, which will finally inſure to 
them his Majeſty's royal bounty. 

As I underſtand the Chatham has brought out 
fifty thouſand pounds in ſpecie to Charles-town, your 
Lordſhip's difficulties with regard to -money will 
have been removed. But I cannot ſay io much for 
ours. 

Lord George Germain having informed me,“ As 
« Major Roſs was of opinion that many of the pri- 
« ſoners in our hands in Carolina might be induced 
« to ſerve on board the King's ſhips, or in priva- 
© teers, or inliſt in the regiments ſerving in the 
« Weſt Indies, or go as volunteers upon expeditions 
« in that quarter, he had recommended to your 
« Lordſhip to get rid of all you could in thoſe ſe- 
% yeral ways, or in any other your Lordſhip ſhould 
te think fit to be adopted; it is unneceſſary for me 
to add any thing upon that ſubject, but to ſay, that 
I leave them entirely to your Lordſhip's dipoſal. 

I wiſh it had been poſſible to have procured the 
horſes for General Vaughan; as I fear the troops 


may ſuffer from the drudgeries they were intended to 
perform. 

I know not at preſent how it is poſſible, my Lord, 
to avoid the expence of quartering the troops at 
Charles- . conſiſtent with the terms of the capi- 

tulation; 


* 
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tulation; but I will endeavour to find ſome means 
of doing it, if it be practicable. 

I ara moſt exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at 
the unfortunate affair of the thrh January. From 
the account your Lordſhip gives me of. it, I fear 
Morgan has been in very great force, that our 
firſt line has been too impetuous, and that the 
reſerve has ſuſtained the other too nearly, and 
probably in too looſe order; and that tie enemy 
has moved againſt them in that critical ſitua- 
tion. I confeſs I dread the conſequences; but my 
hope is, as it ever will be, in your Lordſhip's abi- 
lities and exertions. | 

I ſhall atways be happy'in paying every attention 
to your recommendations in filling up the vacan- 
cies in the thirty-third regiment, as I ſhall be con- 
ftantly guided by your Lordſhip's wiſhes with reſpect 
ro the promotions of your own regiment. I have 
already had an opporrunity of fulfilling my intentions 
reſpecting Colonel Webſter ; but this is too unſafe a 
conveyance to truſt the commiſſion by. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
H. CLINTON, 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER III. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Camp near Wilmington, April 10, 1781. 


SIR, 

I AM joſt informed that I have a chance of 
ſending a few lines to New York by the Amphi- 
trite, but as it depends upon my being expeditious, 
I cannot attempt to give your Excellency a parti- 
cular account of the winter's campaign, or the battle 
of Guildford. I have however the ſatisfaction of in- 
forming you, that our military operations were uni- 
formly ſucceſsful; and the victory of Guildford, al- 
though one of the bloodieſt of this war, was very 
complete. The enemy gave themſelves out for nine 
or ten, and undoubtedly had ſeven, thouſand men in 
the field, upwards of two thouſand of which were 
eighteen-months men, or Continentals. 

Our force was one thouſand three hundred fixty 
infantry, rank and file, and about two kundred ca- 
valry. General Greene retreated the night of the 
action to the Iron-works on Troubleſome Creek, 
eighteen miles from Guildford, leaving us four ſix- 
pounders, being all the cannon he had in the field. 
The fatigue of the troops, and the great number of 
wounded, put it out of my power to purſue beyond 
the Reedy Fork, in the afternoon of the action; and 
the want of proviſions and all kinds of neceſſaries 
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for the ſoldiers, made it equally impoſſible to follow 


the blow the next day. I, therefore, iſſued the en- 


cloſed proclamation; and, having remained two 


days on the field of battle, marched to Bell's-Mill 
on Deep-River, near part of the country where the 
greateſt number of our friends were ſu; poſed to re- 
ſide. Many of the inhabitants rode into camp, ſhook 
me by the hand, ſaid they were glad to ſee us, and 
to hear that we had beat Greene, and then rode 
home again ; for I could not get one hundred men 
in all the regulator's country to ſtay with us, even 
as militia, 

With a third of my army fick and wounded, 
which I was obliged to carry in waggons or on 
horſeback, the remainder without ſhoes and worn 
down with fatigue, I thought it was time to look 
for ſome place of reſt and refitment ; I, therefore; by 
eaſy marches, taking care to paſs through all the 
ſettlements thar had been deſcribed to me as moſt 
friendly, proceeded to Croſs-Creek. On my arrival 
there, I found, to my great mortification, and con- 
trary to all former accounts, that it was impoſſible to 
procure any conſiderable quantity of proviſions, and 
that there was not four days forage within twenty 
miles. The navigation of Cape Fear, with the hopes 
of which I had been flattered, was totally impracti- 
cable, the diſtance from Wilmington by water being 
one hundred- and fifry miles, the breadth of the 
riyer ſeldom exceeding one hundred yards, the banks 
| generally 
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generally high, and the inhabitants on each ſide al- 
moſt univerſally hoſtile. Under theſe circumſtances 
I determined to movs immediately to Wilmington, 
By this meaſure the Highlanders have not had fo 
much time as the people of the upper country, to 
prove the ſincerity of their former profeſſions of 
friendſhip; But, though appearances are rather more 
favourable among them, I confeſs they are not equal 
to my expectations. 

General Greene marched down as low as the mouth 
of Deep-River, where. he remained four days ago; 
he never came within our reach after the action, nor 
has a ſhot been ſince fired, except at Ramſey's-Mill 
on Deep-River, where Colonel Malmedy, with about 
twenty of a gang of plunderers that are attached to 
him, galloped in among the centries and carried off 
three iagers. 

I camot ſufficiently commend the behaviour of 
both officers and men under my command. They 
not only ſhewed the moſt perſevering intrepidity in 
action, but underwent with chearfulneſs ſuch fatigues 
and hardſhips as have ſeldom been experienced by a 
Britiſh army, and juſtly merit every mark of favour 
and reward. The great aſſiſtance which I received 
from Generals Leſlie and O*Hara, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton, deſerves my warmeſt acknowledg- 
ments and higheſt commendations. 

I am now employed in diſpoſing of the fick and 
wounded, and in procuring ſupplies of all kinds, 
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to put the troops into a proper ſtate to take the field, 
I am, likewiſe, impatiently looking out for the ex- 
pected reinforcement from Europe, part of which 
will be indiſpenſably neceſſary to enable me either to 
act offenſively, or even to maintain myſelf in the 
upper parts of the country, where alone I can hope 
to preſerve the troops from the fatal ſickneſs which 
ſo nearly ruined the army laſt autumn. 

I am very anxious to receive your Excellency's 
commands, being as yet totally in the dark as to 
the intended operations of the ſummer. I cannor 
help expreſſing my wilhes that the Cheſapeak may 
become the ſeat of war, even (if neceſſary) at the 
expence of abandoning New-York. Until Virginia 
is in a m2nner fubdued, our hold of the Carolinas 
muſt be difficult, if not precarious. The rivers of 
Virginia are advantageous to an invading army, but 
North-Carolina is, of all the provinces in America, 
the molt difficult to attack, (unleſs material aſſiſtance 
could be got from the inhabitants, the contrary of 
which I have ſufficiently experienced) on account of 
its great extent, of the numberleſs rivers and creeks, 
and the total want of interior navigation. 

In compliance with your Excellency's general di- 
rections, I ſhall diſpatch my Aid-de-camp, Captain 
Brodrick, to England, with the- particular accounts 
of the battle of Guildford, of the winter's cam- 
paign, and the preſent ſtate of the province, copies 
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of which I ſhall have the hone of tranſmitting to 
your Excellency with my next diſpatch. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


COENWALLIS 


NUMBER IV. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, April 20, 1781. 
Received, June, 1781, | 


MY LORD, 

CAPTAIN Biggs, of his Majeſty's ſhip Amphi- 
trite, who arrived here the 22d, has delivered to me 
your Lordſhip's two letters from Wilmington, of 
the 10th inſtant, informing me of your having ob- 
tained a compleat victory over the rebel General 
Greene, near Guildford, on the 15th ult. on which 
occaſion I beg leave, my Lord, to offer your Lord- 
ſhip my moſt hearty congratulations, and to requeſt 
you will preſent my thanks to Major-General Leſlie, 
Brigadier-general O*Hara, and Lieutenant-colgnel 
Tarleton, for the great aſſiſtance you received from 
them, and to the officers and men under vour 
command, for their great exettions on the march 

through Carolina, and their perſevering intrepidity 
in action. 

The 
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The diſparity of numbers between your Lordſhip's 


' force and that of the enemy oppoſed to you, appears 


to be very great: and, I confeſs, I am at ſome loſs 
to gueſs how your Lordſhip came to be reduced be- 
fore the action to one thouſand three hundred and 
ſixty infantry, as, by the diſtribution ſent to me in 
your letter of the 6th of January, I am to ſuppoſe 
it was your intention to take with you the regiments 
mentioned in the margin, + which (notwithſtanding 
the loſs of the ſeventy-firſt and legion, in the unfor- 
tunate affair of Cowpens) I ſhould imagine muſt 
have amounted to confiderably above three thouſand, 
excluſive of cavalry and militia. 

Before I was favoured with your Lordſhip's letter, 
the rebel account of the battle of Guildford had 
led me, indeed, to hope, that its conſequences 


would have been more decifive, and that Greene 


would have re-paſſed the Roanoke, and left your 
Lordſhip at liberty to purſue the objects of your 
move 


+ Brigade of Guards, 
Twenty-third, 
Thirty-third, 

Seventy-firſt, two Battalions, 
Iagers, 

Regiment of Boſe, 
Light Infantry, Seventy - firſt, 
and 
Legion, 


North-Oarolina Regiment. 
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move into North Carolina. Under the perſuaſion, 
therefore, that you would ſoon be able to finiſh your 
arrangements for the ſecurity of the Carolinas, I ſub- 
mitted to you in my letter of the 13th inſtant, (a 
duplicate of which I have the honour to encloſe) the 
propriety in that caſe of your going in a frigate to 
Cheſapeak, and direEting ſuch corps to follow you 
thither as you judged could be beſt ſpared. But, as 
it is nov provable that your Lordſhip's preſence in 
Carolina cannot. be ſo ſoon diſpenſed with, I make 
no doubt that you will think 1t right to communi- 
cate to Majo general Phillips, without delay, the 
plan of yur future operations in that quarter, to- 
gether 5:1h your opinion how the Cheſapeak army 
can beſt duet their's to aſſiſt them. That General- 
officer has already under his orders three thouſand 
five bundred men, and ] ſhall ſerd him one thouſand 
ſeven hundred more, which are now embarked, and 
will fail whenever the Admiral 1s ready, 

With theſe, my Lord, which are rank and file fit 
for duty, and great part of them taken from the 
elite of my army, General Phillips is directed by his 
inſtructions to act in favour of your Lordſhip, to 
the beſt of his own judgment, until he receives your 
orders, and afterwards in ſuch manner as you may 
pleaſe to command him, &c. But 1 ſhall be ſorry to 
find your Lordſhip continue in the opinion that our 
hold of the Carolinas muſt be difficult, if not pre- 
carious, until Virginia is in a manner ſubdued, as 
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16 Correſponaence relative to the 


that is an event which, I fear, would require a con- 


fiderable ſpace of time to accomplith, and, as far as 
| can judge, it might be not quite fo expedient at 
this advanced ſeaſon of the year to enter into a long 
operation in that climate. — This, however, will 
greatly depend upon circumſtances, of which your 
Lordſhip and General Phillips may probably be 
better judges hereatter. 

With regard to the operations of the ſummer, 
which your Lordſhip is anxious to receive my di- 
rections about, you cannot but be ſenſible that 
they muſt in great meaſure depend on your Lordſhip's 
ſucceſſes in Carolina, the certainty and numbers of 
the expected. reinforcement from Europe, and, like- 


wile, on your Lordſhip's ſending back to me the 


corps I had ſpared to you, under Major-general 
Leſlie, which Colonel Rawdon, in his letter of the 
31ſt of October, told me you could return in the 
ſpring. For until I am informed of the particulars 
of your Lordſhip's march through North Carolina, 
the effective ſtrength of your moving army, your 
plan of operations for carrying thoſe objects you had 
or may have in view, into execution, as well by 
the corps acting under your own immediate orders, 
as thoſe acting in co-operation under Major-general 
Phillips, it muſt be obviouſly impoſſible for me to 
determine finally upon a plan of operations for the 
campaign. 


I was, 


85 
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1 was indeed in great hopes that your ſucceſſes in 


North Carolina would have been ſuch as to have 


put it in my power to avail myſelf of a large portion of 
your Lordſhip's army, the whole Cheſapeak corps, 
and the entire reinforcement from Europe, for this 
campaign's operations to the northward of Carolina: 
but I obſerve with concern, from your Lordſhip's 
letter, that ſo far from being in a condition to ſpare 
me any part of your preſent force, you are of opinion 
that part of the European reinforcement will be in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to enable you to act offenſively, 
or even to maintain yourſelf in the upper parts of 
the country, | 
Had I known what your Lordſhip's further offen- 
ſive meaſures were intended to be for the remaining 
part of the ſeaſon, I might now have given an opi- 
nion upon them, as well as upon the probable co- 
operation of the corps in the Cheſapeak, without 
having which it will be ſcarce poſſible for me to form 
any for as I ſaid before, I fear no ſolid operation 
can be carried on to the northward of Cheſapeak 
before thoſe to the ſouthward of it are totally at an 
end, either from ſucceſs, or the ſeaſon; and my 
letter to your Lordſhip of the 6th of November will 
have informed you what were my ideas of the opera- 
tions proper to be purſued in Cheſapeak, and my 
expectations from them, had circumſtarces admitted 
of my purſuing the plan to its full extent. But I 
muſt now defer fixing ultimately oa a plan for the 
| D - campaign 
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campaign, until I am made acquainted with the final 


ſucceſs of your Lordſhip's operations, your proſpects 
and ſentiments, and I can judge what force I can 
colle& for ſuch mealures as I can then determine 
upon, 

I have the honour to be, &c, 


_ CHINTON., 
r — 
Dur LIcArE. Incloſed in Number IV. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated Neu- 
Tork, April 13, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


AS it appears, even from the Rebel account of 
the action, that your-Lordſhip has gained a victory 
over Greene; and it is probable he may in conſe- 
quence have repaſſed the Roanoke, I beg leave to 
ſubmit to your Lordſhip, the propriety of your 
coming to Cheſapeak Bay in a frigate as ſoon as you 
have finiſhed you arrangements for the ſecurity of 


the Carolinas, and you judge that. affairs there 


are in ſuch a train as no longer to require your 
preſence ; directing at the ſame time ſuch troops 
to follow. you thither, as your Lordſhip is of opi- 
nion can be beſt ſpared. 


By 
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By Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce's arrival I am made 
acquainted that ſix Britiſh regiments are intended as 
an immediate reinforcement to the army under my 
command ; ſhould therefore any of theſe corps ſtop 
at Carolina your Lordſhip may probably direct them 
either to replace ſuch troops as follow you, or to 
proceed immediately to the Cheſapeak. 

Agreeable to what I have already ſaid to your 
Lordſhip in my letters of the iſt of June and 6th of 


November, it is my wiſh that you ſhould continue 


to conduct operations as they advance northerly : for, 
except as a viſitor, I ſhall not probably move to 
Cheſapeak, unleſs Waſhington goes thither in grear 


force. The ſucceſs which has hicherto attended your 


Lordſhip excites the fulleſt aſſurance of its conti- 
nuance ; and as it is my inclination to affiſt your 
operations to the utmoſt extent of my power, I am 
convinced, from your diſintereſtedneſs, that you will 
not aſk from me a larger proportion of troops than 
I can poſlibly ſpare. b 

As this goes by an unarmed veſſel to Cheſapeak, 
Major General Phillips will add what he thinks ne- 
ceſſary to it, and forward it to Cape Fear. 

The Admiral has at laſt conſented that the Medea 
ſhall fait for Cape Fear, as ſoon as ſhe is ready. 
- Perhaps your Lordſhip may take that opportunity of 
returning in her; and, it we can prevail upon the 
Admiral, or Commanding Naval officer here, to ſpare 
Captain Duncan to conduct the naval part of our 
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20 Correſpondence relative to the 


buſineſs in the Cheſapeak, I think we ſhall have 
gained a great point. 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON, 


NUMBER V. 


2 Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Wilmington, 
April 23, 1781. 


IX. 


I HAVE the honour to incloſe to youꝰa dupli. 
cate of my letter of the roth, ſent by the Amphitrite, 
and copies of all my letters to the Secretary of State; 
as they contain the moſt exact account of every 
tranſaction of the campaign, of the preſent ſtate ot 
things in this diſtrict, of my great apprehenſions 
from the movement of General Greene towards 
Camden, and my reſolutions in conſequence of it, 
I have nothing to add to it for your Excellency's ſatiſ- 
faction. Neither my cavalry or infantry are in readineſs 
to move ; the former are in want of every thing, the 
Jatter of every neceſſary but ſhoes, of which we have 
received an ample ſupply ; I muſt however begin my 
march to-morrow. Ir is very diſagreeable to me to de- 
cide upon meaſures ſo very important, and of ſuch 
conſequence to the general conduct of the war, with- 

1 out 


Campaign in North Carolina. 21 


out an opportunity of procuring your Excellency's 
directions or approbation; but the delay and diffi- 
culty of conveying letters, and the impoſſibility of 
waiting for anſwers, render it indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 
My preſent undertaking fits heavy on my mind; 1 
have experienced the diſtreſſes and dangers of march- 
ing ſome hundreds of miles, in a country chiefly 
hoſtile, without one active or uſeful friend; without 
intelligence, and without communication with any 
part of the country. The ſituation in which I leave 
South Carolina adds much to my anxiety ; yet I am 
under the neceſſity of adopting this hazardous en- 
terpriſe haſtily, and with the appearance of precipita- 
tion, as I find there is no proſpect of ſpeedy rein- 
forcement from Europe, and that the return of 
General Greene to North Carolina, either with or 
without ſucceſs, would put a junction with General 
Phillips out of my power. 


% 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


22 Correſpondence relative to the 
Incloſed in Number V. 


Copyof Earl Cornwallis's diſpatch, No.6, to Lord George 
Germain, dated Guildford, March 17, 1781. 


MY LORD, 

YOUR Lordſhip's diſpatch No. 1, dated the 
gth of Novemter ult. was delivered to me by my 
Aid-de-Camp, Major Roſs. The officers and ſoldiers 
who fought ſo gallantly on the 16th of Auguſt re- 
ceived with the warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude the royal 
approbation of their behaviour; and it is particularly 
pleaſing to. me, that my conduct has given ſatisfac- 
to his Majeſty and to his Miniſters. 

By the long interruption of our communication with 
South Carolina I have not been informed whether 
Licutenant-Governor Bull, and the other civil oſſi- 
cers, have arrived in that province, 

I fhali pay proper attention to your Lorcſhip's 
directions upon that ſubject, as well as relating to 
the priſoners of war confined at Charles-town. There 
are at preſent ſome kopes that a negotiation now on 
foot, between me and General Greene, will termi— 
nate in a cartel for their exchange: if it fails, I ſhall 
endeavour to diſpoſe of them in the manner recom- 
mended by your Lordſhip, the expence and incon- 
venience of keeping them being intolerable, 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 
Incloſed 


Campaign in North Carolina, 23 
Incloſed in Number V. 


Copy of Earl Cornwallis's diſpatch, No. 7, to Lord Gecrge 
Germain, dated Guildford, March 17, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


HAVING occafion to diſpatch my Aid-de-Camp, 
Captain Brodrick, with the particulars of the action 
of the 15th, in compliance with general directions 
from Sir Henry Clinton, I ſhall embrace the oppor- 
tunity to give your Lordſhip an account of the ope- 
rations of the troops under my command previous to 
that event, and of thoſe ſubſequent, · until the depar- 
ture of Captain Brodrick, 

My plan for -the winter's campaign was to pene- 
trate into North Carolina, leaving South Carolina 
in ſecurity againlt any probable attack in my abſence. 
Lord Rawdon with a conſiderable body of troops 
had charge of the defenſive, and J (proceeded about 
the middle of January upon the offenſive operations. 
I decided to march by the upper in preference to the 
lower roads leading into North Carolina, becauſe fords 
being frequent above the forks of the rivers, my paſ- 
ſage there could not eaſily be obſtructed, and General 
Greene having taken poſt on the Pedee, and there 
being few fords in any of the great Rivers of this 
country below their forks, eſpecially in winter, I ap- 
prehended being much delayed, if not entirely pre- 
vented from penetrating by the latter route. 

| | I was 


* 


. —— . 
- — — — * . 
—— — 
2 _ — - if — —— — — > 982 — * — Wakes * - -» 
— 1 0 — 4 „ 5 V = 
- — — a — — — 
1 — - — — us — 
1 4 - - = — — 8 - — — - —— — — — 8 n—_—_ * 
a * U = — * py — — A * — — — — 2 — — ; - * * . 4 + 
3 72 3 * — oe ＋ - — - 2 c — > — * — — any == 
” _ - * — — — » 2 _ — — 
— — —— — rr : : — 
> —o_ = wy * hav ee - 
"YR 2 _ . * — — — — — 
ati 4. —— 2238 — — — - — 3 
— — — = — — — — — — - — 2 _ — 
— — = = = - — £ DIE -_ — PEE —_—_— 


© 009 Wo > > 


— 


— 


8 — 
. 2 mi — - 
— 
— —3c 


3 my 


Ac 
— 


> — N 
— 7˙—d0¹ë ———————·ͤ¶— ——ꝛů — —AU—U ͤ— 


— - 3 * — 


m 
Aa 
U 
2 
2 * 4 


” « 4 2 | — was : 2 — 
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I was the more induced to prefer this route, as 


T hoped in my way to be able to deſtroy or drive our 


of South Carolina the corps of the enemy com- 
manged by General Morgan, which threatened our 
valuable diſtrict of Ninety-fix : and J likewiſe hoped, 
by rapid marches, to get between General Greene 
and Virginia, and by that means force him to fight 
without receiving any reinforcement from that 
province ; or failing of that, to oblige him to quit 
North Carolina with precipitation; and thereby en- 
courage our friends to make good their promiſes of 
a general riſing to aſſiſt me in re-eſtabliſhing his 
Majeſty's government. | 
The unfortunate affair of the 17th of January was 
a very unexpected and ſevere blow; for, beſides repu- 
tation, our loſs did not fall ſhort of fix hundred men, 
However, being thoroughly ſenſible that defenſive 
meaſures would be certain ruin to the affairs of Bri- 
tain in the Southern Colonies, this event did not 
deter me from proſecuting the original plan. That 
General Greene might be uncertain of my intended 
route as long as poſſible, I had left General Leſlie at 
Camden, until I was ready to move from Wynnel- 
borough, and he was now within a day's march of 
me; I employed the 18th in forming a junction with 
him, and in collecting the remains of Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton's corps; after which, great exer- 
tions were made by part of the army, without bag- 


gage, to retake our prifoners, and to intercep* Gene- 
: | | ral 
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ral Morgan's corps on its retreat to the Catawba , 
but the celerity of their movements, and the ſwelling - 
of numberleſs creeks in our way, rendered all our 
efforts fruitleſs. 

I therefore 'aſſembled the army on the 25th at 
Ramſoure's Mill, on the South Fork of the Catawba, 
and as the loſs of my light troops could only be reme- 
died by the activity of the whole corps, I employed a 
halt of two days in collecting ſome flour, and in de- 
ſtroying ſuperfluous baggage and all my waggons 
except thoſe loaded with hoſpital- ſtores, ſalt, and 
ammunition, and four reſerved empty in readineſs for 
fick or wounded, In this meaſure, though at the 
expence of a great deal of officers baggage, and of 
all proſpect in future of rum, and even a regular ſup- 
ply of proviſions to the ſoldiers, I muſt, in juſtice ro 
this army, ſay that there was the moſt _m_ and 
cheerful acquieſcence. 

In the mean time the rains had rendered the North 
Catawba impaſſable; and General Morgan's corps, 
the militia of the rebellious counties of Rowan and 
Mecklenburg under General Davidſon, or the gang 
of plunderers uſually under the command of General 
Sumpter, not then recovered from his wounds, had 
occupied all the fords in a ſpace of more than forty 
miles upwards from the fork. During its height, I 
approached the river by ſhort marches, ſo asto give the 
enemy equal apprehenfions for ſeveral fords; and after 


having procured the beſt information in my pawer, I 
E reſolved 
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reſolved to attempt the paſſage at a private ford (then 
ſlightly guarded) near M Cowan's ford, on the 
morning of the iſt of February. 

Lieutenant-colonel Webſter was detached with part 
of the army and all the baggage to Beattie's Ford, ſix 
miles above M<Cowan's, where General Davidſon 
was ſuppoſed to be poſted with five hundred militia ; 
and was directed to make every poſſible demonſtra- 
tion, by cannonading and otherwiſe, of an intention 
to force a paſſage there; and I marched at one in the 
morning with the brigade of guards, . regiment of 
Boſe, twenty-third, two hundred cavalry, and two 
three-pounders, to the ford fixed upon for the real 
attempt. 

The morning being very dark and rainy, and part 
of our way through a wood where tkere was no road, 
one of the three -· pounders in front of the twenty- third 
regiment, and the cavalry, overſet in a ſwamp, and 
occaſioned thoſe corps to loſe the line of march; and 
ſome of the artillery- men belonging to the other gun, 
(one of whom had the match, ) having ſtopped to 
aſſiſt, were likewiſe left behind. The head of the co- 
lumn in the mean while arrived at the bank of the 
river, andthe day began to break, I could make no 
uſe of the gun that was up, and it was evident, from 
the number of fires on the other fide, that the oppo- 
ſition would be greater than I had expected. How- 
ever, as I knew that the rain then falling would ſoon 
render the river again impaſſable, and I had received 
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information the evening before that General Greene 
had arrived in General Morgan's camp, and that his 
army was marching after him with the greateſt expe- 


dition, I determined not to deſiſt from the attempt; 


and therefore, full of confidence in the zeal and gal- 
lantry of Brigadier-genera O*Hara and of the brigade 
of guards under his command, I ordered them to 
march on, but, to prevent confuſion, not to fire until 
they gained the oppoſite bank, Their behaviour 
juſtified my high opinion of them; for a conſtant fire 
from the enemy, in a ford upwards of five hundred 
yards wide, in many places up to their middle, with 
a rocky bottom and ſtrong current, made no im- 
preſſion on their cool and determined valour, nor 
checked their paſſage. The light infantry, landing 
firſt, immediately formed, and in a few minutes 
killed or diſperſed every thing that appeared before 
them, the reſt of the troops forming and advancing in 
ſucceſſion, We now learned that we had been op- 
poſed by about three hundred militia, that had taken 
poſt there only the evening before, under the com- 
mand of General Davidſon, Their general and two 
or three other officers were among the killed ; the 
number of wounded was uncertain, and a few were 
taken prifoners. On our fide, Lieutenant-colonel 
Hall and three men were killed, and thirty-fix men 
wounded, all of the light infanty and grenadiers of 
the guards, By this time the rear of the column had 
Joined, and the whole having paſſed with the greateſt. 

E 2 diſpatch, 
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diſpatch, I detached Lieutenant - colonel Tarlęton, 
with the cavalry and twenty- third regiment, to pur- 
fue the routed militia, A few were ſoon killed or 
taken; and Lieutenant - colonel Tarleton having 
learned that three or four hundred of the neighbouring 
militia were to aſſemble that day at Tarrants's houſe, 
about ten miles from the ford, leaving his infantry, 
he went on with the cavalry, and, finding the militia 
as expected, he with excellent conduct and great ſpi- 
rit attacked them inſtantly, and totally routed them 
with little loſs on his ſide, and on their's between 
forty and fifty killed, wounded, or prifoners. This 
ftroke, with our paſſage of the ford, ſo effectually 
diſpirited the militia, that we met with no further 
oppoſition on our march to the Yadkin, though one 
of the moſt rebellious tracts in America. 

During this time the rebels having quitted Beattie's 
Ford, Lieutenant-colonel Webſter was paſſing his 
detachment and the baggage of the army ; this had 
become tedious and difficult by the continuance of the 
rain and the ſwelling of the river; but all joined us 
foon after dark about fix miles from Beattie's ford, 
The other fords were likewiſe abandoned by the 
enemy: the greateſt part of the militia diſperſed, and 
General Morgan with his corps marched all that af- 
ternoon and the following night towards Saliſbury, 
We purſued next morning in hopes to intercept him 
between the rivers ; and, after ſtruggling with many 
' difficulties, arifing from ſwelled creeks and bad roads, 
the 
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the guards came up with his rear, in the evening 
of the third, routed it, and took a few waggons 
at the Trading Ford of the Yadkin. — He had 
paſſed the body of his infantry in flats, and his 
cavalry and waggons by the ford, during that day 
and the preceding night; but at the time of our 
arrival the boats were ſecured on the other fide, and 
the ford had become impaſſable. The river continu- 
ing to riſe, and the weather appearing unſettled, I 
determined to march to the upper fords, after procu- 
ring a ſmall ſupply of proviſions at Saliſbury. This, 
and the height of the creeks in our way, detained me 
two days; and in that time Morgan having quitted 
the banks of the river, I had information from our 
friends, who croſſed in canoes, that General Greene's 
army was marching with the utmoſt diſpatch to form 
a junction with him at Guildford. Not having had 
time to colle& the North-Carolina militia, and having 
received no reinforcement from Virginia, I concluded 
that he would do every thing in his power to avoid 
an action on the South {ide of the Dan; and, it being 
my tntereſt to force him to fight, I made great expe- 
dition, and got between him and the upper fords 
and, being aſſured that the lower fords are ſeldom 
practicable in winter, and that he could not collect 
many flats at any of the ferries, I was in great hopes 
that he would not eſcape me without receiving a blow. 


Nothing could exceed the patience and alacrity of the 


officers and ſoldiers under every ſpecies of hardſhip 
and fatigue in endeavouring to overtake him, But 
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our intelligence upon this occaſion was exceedingly 
defective; which, with heavy rains, bad roads, and 
the paſſage of many deep creeks, and bridges deſtroy. 
ed by the enemy's light troops, rendered all our exer- 
tions vain; for, upon our arrival at Boyd's ferry on 
the 15th, we learned that his rear-guard had got over 
the night before, his baggage and main body having 
paſſed the preceding day at that and a neighbouring 
ferry, where more flats had heen collected than had 
been repreſented to me as poſſible. 

My force being ill ſuited to enter by that quarter ſo 
powerful a province as Virginia, and North Carolina 
being in the utmoſt confuſion, after giving the troops 
a halt of one day, I proceeded by eaſy marches to 
Hillſborough, where I erected the king's ſtandard, 
and invited by proclamation all loyal ſubjects to re- 
pair to it, and to ſtand forth and take an active part 
in aſſiſting me to reſtore order and conſtitutional go- 
vernment. As a confiderable body of friends were 
ſaid to reſide between the Haw and Deep rivers, I 
detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton on the 23d, 
with the cavalry and a ſmall body of infantry, to 
prevent their being interrupted in aſſembling. Un- 
luckily, a detachment of the rebel light troops had 
croſſed the ſame day, and by . fell in with 
about two hundred of our friends, under Colonel 
Pyle, on their way to Hillſborough; who, miſtaking 
the rebels for Licutenant- colonel Tarleton's corps, 
allowed themſelves to be ſurrounded, and a number 


of 
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of them were moſt inhumanly butchered when beg- 
ging for quarter, without making the leaſt reſiſtance. 
The ſame day I had certain intelligence that General 
Greene, having been reinforced, had re- croſſed the 
Dan, which rendered it imprudent to ſeparate my 
corps, occaſioned the recall of -Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton's detachment; and forage and proviſions 
being ſcarce in the neighbourhood of Hillſborough, 
as well as the poſition too diſtant (upen the approach 
of the rebel army) for the protection of the body of 
our friends; I judged it expedient to croſs the Haw, 
and encamped near Allemance Creek, detaching 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton with the cavalry, light 
company of the Guards, and one hundred and fifty 
men of Lieutenant-colonel Webſter's brigade, a few 
miles from me on the road to Deep River, more ef- 
tectually to cover the country. 

General Greene's light troops ſoon made their 
appearance; and on the 2d, a patrole having repor- 
ted that they had ſeen both cavalry and infantry near 
his poſt, I directed Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to 
move forward with proper precautions, and endea- 
your to diſcover the deſigns of the enemy. He had 
dot advanced far, when he fell in with a conſiderable 
corps, which he immediately attacked and routed ; 
but being ignorant of their force, and whether they 
were ſupported, with great prudence deſiſted from 
purſuit, He ſoon learned from priſoners, that thoſe 
he had beat were Lee's legion, three or four hundred 
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back mountain men, under Colonel Preſton, with a 
number of militia; and that General Greene with a 
part of his army was not far diſtant. Our fituation 
for the former few days had been amongſt timid 
friends, and adjoining to inveterate rebels; between 
them I had been totally deſtitute of information, 
which loſt me a very favourable opportunity of at- 
tacking the rebel army. General Greene fell back 
to Thompſon's Houſe, near Boyd's Ford, on the 
Reedy Fork; but his light troops and militia ſtill 
remained near us, and as I was informed that they 
were poſted carelefily at ſeparate plantations for the 
convenience of ſubſiſting, I marched on the 6th to 
drive them in, and to attack General Greene if an 
opportunity offered. I ſucceeded completely in the 
firſt; and at Weitzell's Mill, on the Reedy Fork, 
where they made a ſtand, the back-mountain men 
and ſome militia ſuffered conſiderably, with little loſs 
on our ſide; but a timely: and precipitate retreat 
over the Haw prevented the latter. I knew that the 
Virginia reinforcement were upon their march; and 
it was apparent that the enemy would, if poſſible, 
avoid riſqueing an action before their arrival. 

The neighbourhood of the Fords of the Dan in 
their rear, and the extreme difficulty of ſubſiſting 
my troops in that exhauſted country putting it out 
of my power to force them, my reſolution was to 
give our friends time to join us, by covering their 


country as effectually as poſſible, conſiſtent with 
the 
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the ſubſiſtence of the troops, ſtill approaching the 
communication with our ſhipping in Cape Fear 
River, which I faw it would ſoon become indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary to open, on account of the ſufferings 
of the army from the want of ſupplies of every kind; 
at the ſame time I was determined to fight the rebel 
army, if it approached me, being convinced that it 
would be impoſſible to ſucceed in that great object 
of our arduous campaign, the calling forth the nu- 
merous Loyaliſts of North Carolina, whilſt a doubt 
remained on their minds of the ſuperiority of our 
arms. With theſe views, I had moved to the Qua- 
ker Meeting, in the Forks of Deep River, on the 
13th; and on the 14th I received the information 
which occaſioned the movement that brought on the 
action at Guildford, of which I ſhall give your 
Lordſhip an account in a ſeparate letter. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


CORN WALLIS, 


F Incloſed 
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Incloſed in No. V. 
By the Right llonburable Charles Earl Cornwallis, 
Lieutenant -general of his Mejeſty's Forces, 
Se. Sc. Se. 
A PnoclLaMATION. 


WHEREAS it has pleaſed the Divine Providence 
to proſper the operations of his Majeſty's arms in 
driving the rebel army out of this province ; and 
whereas it is his Majeſty's moſt gracious wiſh to reſ- 
cue his faithful and loyal ſubjects from the cruel 
tyranny under which they have groaned for ſeveral 
years, I have thought proper to iſſue this Proclama- 
tion, to invite all ſuch faithful and loyal. ſubjects to 
repair, without loſs of time, with their arms and ten 
days proviſions, to the Royal Standard now erected 
at Hillſborough, where they will meet with the moſt 
friendly reception : and I do hereby aſſure them that 
I am ready to concur with them in effectual meaſures 
for ſuppreſting the remains of rebellion in this pro- 
vince, and for the re-eſtabliſhment ,of good order 
and conſtitutional government. 

Given under my hand at head quarters at Hillſbo- 
rough this 2oth day of February, in the year of 
our Lord 1781, and in the twenty-firſt year of 
his Majeſty's reign. 

| CORNWALLIS. 
By his Lorſhip's command, | 
H. BRopkick, 
Aid de Camp. 
Gob fave the King, 
Incloſed 
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Inclofed in Number V. 


Copy of Earl Cornwallis's Diſpatch, No, 8, to Lord 
George Germain, dated Guildford, 17th March, 
1781. 


MY LORD, 

I HAVE the ſatisfaction to inform your Lordſhip 
that his Majeſty's troops under my command ob- 
tained a ſignal victory, on the 15th inſtant, over the 
rebel army commanded by General Greene. 

In purſuance of my intended plan, communicated 
to your Lordſhip in my diſpatch, No. 7, I had en- 
camped on the 13th inſtant at the Quaker Meeting 
between the forks of Decp River. On the 14th I 
received information, that General Butler, with a 


body of North-Carolina militia and the expected 


reinforcements from Virginia, ſaid to conſiſt of a 
Virginia ſtate-regiment, a corps of Virginia eighteen- 
months men, three thouſand Virginia militia and 
recruits for the Maryland line, had joined General 
Greene ; and that the whole army, which was re- 
ported to amount to nine or ten thouſand men, was 
marching to attack the Britiſh troops. During the 
afternoon intelligence was brought, which was con- 
firmed in the night, that he had advanced that day to 
Guildford, about twelve miles from our camp. Be- 
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ing now perſuaded that he had reſolved to hazard an 
engagement, after detaching Lieutenant-colonel Ha- 
milton with our waggons and baggage eſcorted by 
his own regiment, a detachment of one hundred in- 
fantry and twenty cavalry, towards Bells Mill on 
Deep River, I marched with the reſt of the corps, 
at day-break on the morning of the 15th, to meet the 
enemy or to attack them in their encampment. About 
four miles from Guildford, our advanced guard, 
commanded by Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton, fell in 
with a corps of the enemy, conſiſting of Lee's le- 
gion, ſome back-mountain men and Virginia militia, 
which he attacked with his uſual good conduct and 
ſpirit, and defeated; and, continuing our march, 
we found the rebel army poſted on riſing grounds 
about a mile and a half from the court-houſe. The 
priſoners taken by Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton having 
been - ſeveral days with the advanced corps, could 
give me no account of the enemy's order or polition, 
and the country people were extremely inaccurate in 
their deſcription of the ground, . Immediately be- 
tween the head of the column and the enemy's line, 
was a conliderable plantation, one large field of which 
was on our left of the road, and two others, with 
a wood of ab ut two hundred yards broad between 
them, on our right of it; beyond theſe fields the 
wood continued for ſeveral miles to our right. The 
wood beyond the plantation in our front, in the {kirt 
of which the enemy's firſt line was formed, was about 
2 ; AR | 2 ae 
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a mile in depth, the road then leading into an exten- 
five ſpace of cleaied ground about Guildford court- 
houſe. The woods on our right and left were reported 
to be impracticable for cannon; but, as that on our 
right appeared the moſt open, I reſolved to attack the 
lett wing of the enemy; and, whilſt my diſpoſition 
was making for that purpoſe, I ordered Lieutenant 
Macleod to bring forward the guns and cannonade 
their center. The attack was directed to be made in 
the following order : 

On the right the regiment of Boſe and the ſeventy- 
firſt regiment, led by Major-general Leſlie, and ſup- 
ported by the firſt battalion of guards; on the left, 
the twenty-third and thi-ty-third regiments, led by 
Lieut. Col. Webſter, and ſupported by the grenadiers 
and ſecond battalion of guards commanded by Briga- 


dier-general O'Hara; the yagers and light infantry of 


the guards remained in the wood on the left of the guns, 
and the cavalry in the road, ready to act as circum- 
ſtances might require. Our preparations being made, 
the action began at about half an hour paſt one in the 
afternoon ; Major-general Leſlie, aiter being obliged 
by the great extent of the enemy's line, to bring up 
the firſt battalion of guards to the right of the regi- 
ment of Boſe, ſoon defeated every thing before him; 
Lieutenant-colonel Webſter, having joined the left 
of Major-general Leſlie's diviſion, was no leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful in his front, when, on finding that the left of 
the thirty-third was expoſed to a heavy fire from the 

right 
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right wing of the enemy, he changed his front to the 

left, and, being ſupported by the yagers and light- 
intantry of the guards, attacked and roured it. The 
grenadiers and ſecond battalion of guards mov ng for- 
ward to occupy the ground left vacant by the move- 
ment of Lieutenant- colonel Webſter, 

All the infantry being now in the line, Lientenart- 
colone] Tarleton had directions to keep nis cavalry 
compact, and not to charge without potitive orders, 
except to protect any of the corps from the moſt evi- 
dent danger of being defeated. The exceſſive 
thicknets of the woods rendered our hayonets of little 
uſe, and enabled the broken enemy to make frequent 
ſtands, with an irregular fire, which occaſioned ſome 
loſs, and to ſeveral of the corps great delay, particu- 
larly on our right, where the firſt battalion of the 
guards and regiment of Boſe were warmly engaged in 
ſront, flank, and rear, with fome of the enemy that 
had been routed on the firſt attack, and with part of the 
extremity of their left wing, which by the cloſeneſs of the 
woods had been paſſed unbroken. The ſeventy-firit 
'Tegiment and grenadiers, and ſecond batralion of 
guards, not knowing what was paſling on their right, 
and hearing the fire advance on their left, continued 
to move forward, the artillery keeping pace with 
them on the road, followed by the cavalry. The ſe- 
cond battalion of guards firſt gained the clear grourd 
near Guildford court-houſe, and found a corps of 


continental infantry much ſuperior in number formed 
in 
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in the open field on the left of the road. Glowing 
with impatience to ſignalize themſclves, they inſtantly 
attacked and defeated them, taking two ſix- PpO ders; 
but, purſuing into the wood with too much ardour, 
were thrown into confuſion by a heavy fire, and 1m- 
mediately charged and driven back into the field by 
Colonel Waſhington's dragoons, with the loſs of the 
ſix-pounders they had taken. The enemy's cavalry 
was ſoon repulſed by a well-directed fire from two 
three--pounders juſt brought up by Lieut. Macieod, 
and by the appearance of the grenadiers of the guards, 
and of the ſeventy-firſt regiment, which, having been 
impeded by ſome deep, rains, were now coming out 
of the wood on the right of the guards, oppoſite to 
the Court-houſe. By the ſpirited exertions of Bri- 
gadier- general O'Hara, though wounded, the ſecond 
battalion of guards was ſoon rallied, and, ſupported 
by the grenadiers, returned to the charge with the 
greateſt alacrity, The twenty-third regiment arriving 
at that inſtant from our left, and Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton having advanced with part of the cavalry, 
the enemy were ſoon put to flight, and the two ſix- 
pounders once more fell into our hands ; two ammu- 
nition-waggons and two other ſix-pounders, being 
all the artillery they had in the field, were likewiſe 
taken, About this time the 33d regiment and light- 
infantry of the guards, after overcoming many diffi- 
culties, completely routed: the corps which was op- 
poſed to them, and put an end to the action in this 
quarter. 
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quarter. The twenty-third and ſeventy-firſt regj. 
ments, with part of the cavalry, were ordered to 


purſue ; the remainder of the cavalry was detached 


with Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton to our right, where 
a heavy fire ſtill continued, and where his appearance 
and ſpirited attack contributed much to a ſpeedy 
termination of the action. The militia with which 
our right wing had been engaged, diſperſed in the 
woods ; the continentals went off by the Reedy-fork, 
beyond which it was not in my power to follow 
them, as their cavalry had ſuffered bur little ; our 
troops were exceſſively fatigued by an action which 
laſted an hour and a half, and our wounded diſperſed 
over an extenſive ſpace of country, required imme- 
diate attention; the care of our wounded, and the 
'total want of proviſions in an exhauſted country, 
made it equally impoſſible for me to follow the blow 
the next day, The enemy did not ſtop until they 
got to the Iron-works on Troubleſome-Creek, eigh- 
teen miles from the field of battle. 

From our obſervation, and the beſt accounts we 
eould procure, we did not doubt but the ſtrength of 
the enemy exceeded ſeven thouſand men ; their mi- 
litia compoſed their line, with parties advanced to the 
rails of the fields in their front; the continentals 
were poſted obliquely in the rear of their right 
wing. Their cannon fixed on us whilſt we were 
forming, from the center of the line of militia, but 

were 
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were withdrawn to the Continentals before the at- 
tack. 

I have the honour to encloſe to your Lordſhip the 
lit of our killed and wounded ; Captain Schutz's 
wound is ſuppoſed to be mortal, but the ſurgeons 
aſſure me that none of the other officers are in dan- 
ger, and that a great number of the men will ſoon 
recover. I cannot aſc:rtain the lois of the enemy, 
bur it muſt have been conſiderable, between two and 
three hundred dead were left upon the field ; many 
of their wounded that were able to move, whilſt we 
were employed in the care of our own, eſcaped and 
followed the routed enemy ; and our cattle-drivers 
and forage-parties have reported to me, that the 
houſes in a circle of {ix or eight miles round us are 
full of others: thoſe that remained we have taken 
the beſt care of in our power. We took few pri- 
ſoners, owing to the exceſſive thickneſs of the wood 
facilitating their eſcape, and every man of our army 
being repeatedly wanted for action. 


The conduct and actions of the officers and ſoldiers. 


that compoſe this little army will do more juſtice to 
their merit than I can by words, Their perſevering 
intrepidity in action, their invincible patience in the 
nardſhips and fatigues of a march of above ſix hun- 
dred miles, in which they have forded ſeveral large 
rivers and numberleſs creeks, many of which would 
be reckoned large rivers in any other country in the 
world, without tents or covering againſt the climate, 
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and often without proviſions, will ſufficiently mani- 


feſt their ardent zeal for the honour and intereſts of 
their Sovereign and their country. 

I have been particularly indebted to Major-general 
Leſlie for his gallantry and exertion in the action, as 
well as his aſſiſtance in every other part of the ſervice, 
The zeal and ſpirit of Brigadier-general O*Hara 
merit my higheſt commendations ; for, after receiving 
two dangerous wounds, he continued in the field 
whilſt the action laſted ; by his earneſt attention on 
all other occaſions, ſeconded by the officers and ſol- 
diers of the brigade : his Majeſty's guards are no leſs 
diſtinguiſhed by their order and diſcipline than by 
their ſpirit and valour: the Heſſian regiment of Boſe 
deſerves my warmeſt praiſes for its diſcipline, alacrity, 
and courage, and does honour to Major Du Buy, 
who commands it, and who is an officer of ſuperior 
merit: I am much obliged to Brigadier-general 
Howard, who ſerved as volunteer, for his ſpirited 
example on all occaſions: Lieutenant-colonel Webſter 
conducted his brigade like an officer of experience 
and gallantry. Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton's good 
conduct and ſpirit in the management of his cavalry, 
was conſpicuous during the whole action; and Lieu- 
tenant Macleod, who commanded the artillery, 


proved himſelf upon this, as well as all former oc- 


caſions, a moſt capable and deſerving officer, The 


attention and exertions of my Aid-de-camps, and of 
| all 
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all the other public officers of the army, contributed 
very much to the ſucceſs of the day. | 

I have conſtantly received the moſt zealous affiſt- 
ance from Governor Martin, during my command 
in the ſouthern diſtrict: hoping that his preſence 
would tend to incite the loyal ſubjects of this pro- 
vince to take an active part with us, he has chear- 
fully ſubmitted to the fatigues and dangers of our 
campaign : but his delicate conſtitution has ſuffered 
by his public ſpirit, for, by the advice of the phy- 
ſiciars, he is now obliged to return to England for 
the recovery of his health, 

This part of the country is fo totally deſtitute of 
ſubſiſtence, that forage is not nearer than nine miles, 
and the ſoldiers have been two days without bread ; 
I ſhall, therefore, leave about ſeventy of the worſt of 
the wounded cafes at the New-garden Quaker- 
meeting-houſe, with proper aſſiſtance, and move the 
remainder with the army to-morrow morning to 
Bell's-mill. I hope our friends will heartily take an 
active part with us, to which I ſhall continue to en- 
courage them; ſtill approaching our ſhipping by 
ealy marches, that we may procure the neceſſary 
ſupplies for further operations, and lodge our fick 
and wounded where proper attention can be paid to 
them. 

This diſpatch will be delivered to your Lordſhip 
by my Aid- de- camp, Captain Brodrick, who is a 
G 2 very 
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very promiſing officer, and whom I beg leave to 
recommend to your Lordſhip's countenance and fa- 
vour. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIsS. 


Incloſed in No. V. 


Copy of Earl Cornwaliss Diſpatch, No. 9, to Lerd 
George Germain, dated Wilmington, April 18, 
1781. | | 


MY LORD, 

I MARCHED from Guildford on the morning 
of the 18th of March, and next day arrived at Bell's- 
mill, where I gave the troops two days reſt, and 
procured a ſmall ſupply of provifions. From thence 
I proceeded ſlowly towards Croſs- creek, attending to 
the convenience of ſubſiſtence, and the movement 
of our wounded. On my way I iſſued the encloſed 
proclamation, and took every other means in my 
power to reconcile enemies, and to encourage our 
friends to join us. | 

From all my information I intended to have 
halted at Croſs-Creek, as a proper place to refreſn 
and refit the troops; and I was much diſappointed, 

on 
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on my arrival there, to find it totally impoſſible : 
proviſions were ſcarce, not four days forage within 
twenty miles, and to us the navigation of the Cape 
Fear river to Wilmington impracticable; for the 
diſtance by water is upwards of a hundred miles, 
the breadth ſeldom above one hundred yards, the 
banks high, and the inhabitants on each fide gene- 
rally hoſtile, — Under theſe circumſtances, I was 
obliged to continue my march to this place, in the 
neighbourhood of which I arrived on the 5th in- 
ſtant, 

I have been buſy, ſince my arrival, in diſpoſing of 
our ſick and wounded, and in procuring the neceflary 
ſupplies to put the troops in a proper ſtate to take 
the field. I am in daily expectation of ſeeing the 
reinforcement from Europe, and of receiving the 
Commander-in-chief's directions for the further ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

Captain Schutz died a few days after the action, as 
we expected; but I am forry to inform your Lord- 
ſhip, that, notwithſtanding the flattering appearances 
and the aſſurances of the ſurgeons, Colonel Webſter, 
(whoſe loſs is ſeverely felt by me and the whole 
army) -Captain Maynard of the guards, and Captain 
Wilmouſky and Enfign de Trott of the Regiment of 
Boſe are fince dead : the reſt of the officers are reco- 
vering faſt, and many of the wounded ſoldiers have 
already joined their regiments. 


Major 
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Major Craig, who took poſſeſſion of this place in 
the latter end of January, has conducted himſelf 
with great zeal, and capacity, having with a very 
ſmall force nat only ſecured the poſt from all in- 
ſults, but made himſelf reſpectable in this part of 
the country, by ſeveral ſucceſsful excurſions, 

I ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip on the ſubje& 
of South-Carolina, having directed Lord Rawdon, 
who commands on the frontiers, and Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, commandant of Charles-town, to 
take every opportunity of communicating to. your 
Lordſhip, as well as to the Commahider-in-chief, the 
ſtate of affairs in that province. As they are both 
officers of capacity and great merit, I truſt that their 
conduct will have given ſatisfaction. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS 


Incloſed 
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Incloſed in No. V. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


By Charles Farl Cornwallis, Lientenant-General of his 
Majeſty's Forces, &c. &c. &c. 


K PIO 


WHEREAS by the bleſfing of Almighty God, 
his Majeſty's arms have been crowned with ſignal 
ſaccels, by the compleat victory obtained over the 
Rebel forces on the 15th inſtant, I have thought pro- 
per to iſſue this proclamation to call upon all loyal ſub- 
jects to ſtand forth, and take an active part in reſtoring: 
good order and government. And whereas it has 
been repreſented to me that many perſons in this pro- 
vince ho have taken a ſhare in this unnatural rebel- 
lion, but having experienced the oppreſſion and injuſ- 
tice of the Rebel government, and having ſeen the errors 
into which they have been deluded by falſehoods and 
miſrepreſentations, are ſincerely defirous of returning 
to their duty and allegiance, Ido hereby notify and 
promiſe to all ſuch perſons (murderers excepted) that 
if they will ſurrender themſelves with their arms and 
ammunition, at head quarters, or to the officer com- 
manding in the diſtrict contiguous to their reſpective 

places 
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places of reſidence, on or before the 2oth day of 
April next, they ſhall be permitted to return to their 
homes, upon giving a military parole, and ſhall be 
protected in their perſons and properties from all 
fort of violence from the Britiſh troops, and will be 
reſtored as ſoon as poſſible to all the privileges of 
legal and conſtitutional goverument. 


Given under my hand at head quarters, this 18th 
day of March, A.D. 1781, and 1n the twenty- 
firſt year of his Majeſty's reign. 


CORNWALLIS. 


Incloſed in No. V. 


Copy of Earl Cornwallis's diſpatch, No. 10, to Lord 
George Germain, dated Wilmington, April 18th, 1781, 


MY LORD, 


AS Governor Martin returns to England by this 
opportunity, I ſhall beg leave to refer your Lordſhip 
to him for many particulars relating to this province; 
but I think it incumbent on me to be explicit to your 
Lordſhip, as his Majeſty's diner, on one or two 
capital points. 

The principal reaſons for undertaking the winter's 
campaign were, the difficulty of a defenſive war in 
South Carolina, and the hopes that our friends in 


4 North 
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North Carolina, who were ſaid to be very numerous, 
would make good their promifes of aſſembling and 
taking an active part with us, in endeavouring to re- 
eſtabliſh his Majeſty's government. Our experience 
has ſhewn thar their numbers are not ſo great as had 
been repreſented, and that their friendſhip was only 
paſſive; for we have received little aſſiſtance from 
them ſince our arrival in the province, and although 
gave the ſtrongeſt and moſt public aſſurances, that 
after refitting and depoſiting our ick and w ounded, 
I ſhould return co the upper country, not above twa 
hundred have been prevailed upon to follow us, 
either as provincials or militia. . 

This being the caſe, the immenſe extent of this 
country, cut with numberleſs rivers and creeks, and 
the total want of internal navigation, which renders 
it impoſſible: for our army to remain long in the 
heart of the country, will make it very diffieult to 
rediice this | dag to obedience by a direct attack 
pod. Ser - | 
Ik therefore it ſhould appeat to be the WAY of 
Great Britain to maintain what ſhe already poſſeſſes, 
and to puſn thé war in the Southern Provinces, i 
take the liberty of giving it as my" opinion, that a 
ſerious attempt pon Virginia would be the -moſt 
ſolid Plan, becauſe ſucceſsful operations might not 
only be attended with important conſequences there, 
but would tend to the ſecurity of South Carolina, 
_ 8 to the ſubmiſſion of North Carolina. 
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The great reinforcements ſent by Virginia to General 


| Greene, whilſt General Arnold was in the Cheſapeak, 


are convincing proofs that ſmall expeditions do not 
frighten that powerful province. 


] have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS, 


Incloſed in No. V. 


Copy of Karl Cornwallis's diſpatch, No. 11, to Lord 

George Germain, dated Wilmington, April 23d, 1781. 

MY LORD, 

I YESTERDAY received an expreſs by a ſmall 
veſſel from Charles-town, informing me that a frigate 
was there, but not then able to get over the bar, with 
diſpatches from Sir Henry Clinton, notifying to me 
that Major-General Philips had been detached into 
the Cheſapeak with a conſiderable force, with in- 
ſtructions to co: operate with this army, and to put 
himſelf under my orders. This expreſs likewiſe 
brought me the diſagreeable accounts, that the up- 
per poſts of South Carolina were in the moſt im- 
minent danger, from an alarming ſpirit of revolt 
among many of the people, and by a movement of 
General Greene's army. Although the expreſſes that 

| | J I ſem 
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I ſent from Croſs Creek to inform Lord Rawdon of 
the neceſſity I was under of coming to this place, 
and to warn him of the poſſibility of ſuch an attempt 
of the enemy, had all miſcarried, yet his Lordſhip 
was lucky enough to be apprized of General Greene's 
approach at leaſt fix days before he poſſibly could 
reach Camden, and I am therefore till induced to 
hope from my opinion of his Lordſhip's abilities, 
and the precautions taken by him and Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour, that we ſhall not be ſo unfortunate 
as to looſe any conſiderable corps. 

The diſtance from hence to Camden, the want of 
forage and ſubſiſtence on the greateſt part of the road, 
and the difficulty in paſſing the Pedee when oppoſed 
by an enemy, render it utterly impoſſible for me to 
give immediate aſſiſtance, and I apprehend a poſſi- 
bility of the utmoſt hazard to this little corps, with- 
out the chance of a benefit in the attempt ; for if we 
are ſo unlucky as to ſuffer a ſevere blow in South Caro- 
lina, the ſpirit of revolt in that province would become 
very general, and the numerous rebels in this province 
be encouraged to be more than ever active and violent. 
This might enable General Greene to hem me in 
among the great rivers, and by cutting off our ſub- 
ſiſtence, render our arms uſeleſs : and to remain here 
for tranſports to carry us off, would be a work of 
time, would loſe our cavalry, and be otherways as 
ruinous and diſgraceful to Britain, as moſt events 
could be. I have therefore under i many embar- 
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raſſing circumſtances, (but looking upon Charles- 
town as ſafe from any immediate attack from the 
Rebels,) reſolved to take advantage of General 


' Greene's having left the back part of Virginia open, 


and march immediately into that province to attempt 
a junction with General Phillips. 

' I have more readily decided upon this meaſure, 
becauſe if General Greene fails in the object of his 
march, his retreat will relieve South Carolina ; and 
my force being very inſufficient for offenſive opera- 
tions in this province, may be employed uſefully in 
Virginia in conjunction with the corps undef the 
eommand of General Phillips, 


] have the Honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
| BETWEEN | 


Gen. Sir HENRY CLINTON, K. B. 


COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 


AND 


Lieut. Gen. Earl CORNWALLIS. 


TFT AR FF 


RELATIVE TO EARL CORNWALLIS'S MARCH 
INTO VIRGINIA, 


NUMBER TI. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Wilmington, April 24, 1781. 
STIR, | 
1 HAVE reflected very ſeriouſly on the ſubject 
of my attempt to march into Virginia, and 
have in conſequence written a letter to Major- general 
Phillips, of which I have the honour to encloſe a 


copy to your Excellency. I have, likewiſe, directed 
Lieutenant-colonel Balfour to ſend tranſports and 


proviſions 
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' proviſions to this port, in caſe I ſhould find the 
junction with Major-general Phillips inexpedient or 
impracticable, and that I ſhould have the mortifica- 
tion of ſeeing that there is no other method of con- 
veying his Majeſty's troops to South-Carolina, with- 
out expoling them to the moſt evident danger of 
being loſt, 


w"y 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLISò. 


(Incloſed in Number I.) 


Copy , of Earl  Cornwallis's Letter to Major-general 
Phillips, dated Wilmington, April 24, 1781. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, - 


"MY fituation here is very diſtreſſing: Greene- 
took the advantage of my being obliged to come to 
this place, and has marched to South-Carolina. My 
expreſſes to Lord Rawdon, on my leaving Croſs- 
Creek, warning him of the poſſibility of ſuch a 
movement, have all failed ; mountaineers and militia. 
have poured into the back part of that province, 
and I much fear that Lord Rawdon's poſts will be ſo 
diſtant from each other, and his troops ſo ſcattered, 
as to put him into the greateſt danger of being beat 

| in 
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in detail, and that the worſt of conſequences may 
happen to moſt of the troops out of Charles-towh. 
By a direct move towards Camden, I cannot get 
time enough to relieve Lord Rawdon ; and, ſhould 
he have fallen, my army would be expoſed to the 
utmoſt danger, from the great rivers I ſhould have to 
paſs, the exhauſted ſtate of the country, the nume- 
rous militia, the almoſt univerſal fpirit of revolt which 
prevails in South Carolina, and the ſtrength of 
Greene's army, whoſe continentals alone are at leaſt 
as numerous as I am; and I could be of no uſe on 
my arrival at Charles-town, there being nothing to 
apprehend at preſent for that poſt, I ſhall, therefore, 
immediately march up the country by Duplin Court- 
houſe, pointing towards Hillſborough, in hopes to 
withdraw Greene; if that ſhould not ſucceed, I 
ſhould be much tempted to try to form a junction 
with you. The attempt is exceedingly hazardous, 
and many unforeſeen difficulties may render it totally 
impracticable, ſo that you mutt not take any ſteps 
that may expoſe your army to the danger of being 
ruined : I ſhall march to the loweſt ford of the Roa- 
noke, which, I am informed, is about twenty miles 
above Taylor's-ferry. Send every poſſible intelligence 
to me by the cypher I encloſe, and make every 
movement in your power to facilitate our meeting, 


(which muſt be fomewhere near Peterſburg) with 


ſafety to your own army: I mention the loweſt ford, 
becauſe in a- hoſtile country ferries cannot be de- 


I : pended. 
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. pended upon; but if I ſhould decide on the meaſure 
of endeavouring to come to you, I ſhall try to ſur- 
prize the boats at ſome of the ferries, from Halifax 
upwards. 
| I am, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 
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Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Corntvallis, dated New Jork, 
March 2d, 1781. 


Recerved by Earl Cornwallis in Virginia. 


MY LORD, | 

YOUR Lordſhip may probably hear that the army 
and navy in Cheſapeak are blocked up by a ſupe- 
rior French naval force to that under Captain Sy- 
monds. The firſt account I had of it was from 
General Arnold, dated the 14th February; and I 
ſent it immediately to the Admiral at Gardiner's Bay, 
A day or two afterwards I had it confirmed that 
they were part of the fleet from Rhode land ; 
which I have heard fince failed from thence on the 
gth ultimo. Notwithſtanding which, I greatly fear 
he has not fent a naval force to relieve them. Waſh- 
ington has detached ſome New-England troops under 

La Fayette and Howe, that way. If ſo much time 
is given, I cannot anſwer for conſequences. Portſ- 
mouth 
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mouth is ſafe, at this ſeaſon, againſt any attack from 
the Suffolk ſide, but not ſo from a landing in any 
of the bays to the eaſtward of Elizabeth River, — T 
have much to lament that the Admiral did not think 
it adviſcable to ſend there at firſt, as Brigadier- gene- 
ral Arnold's projected move in favour of your Lord- 
ſhip's operations, will have been ſtopt : and if the 
Admiral delays it too long, I ſhall dread ſtill more 
fatal conſequences. I have troops already embarked 
in a great proportion to that of the enemy ; but to 
ſend them under two frigates only before the Cheſa- 
peak is our own, is to ſacrifice the troops and their 
Convoy. 

I encloſe to your Lordſhip all the news I have 
been able to collect. Ethan Allen has, I think, 
quitted Congreſs, and put them at defiance. Vour 
Lordſhip will ſee his plan by the News- paper of the 
28th February, ſaid to be genuine. Diſcontents run 
high in Connecticut. In ſhort, my Lord, there 
ſeems little wanting to give a mortal ſtab to rebel- 
lion but a proper reinforcement, and a permanent 
ſuperiority at ſea, for the next campaign; without 
which, any enterprize depending on water move- 
ments muſt certainly run great. riſk. — Should the 
troops already embarked. for Cheſapeak proceed 
and, when there, be able to undertake any operation 
in addition to what Brigadier-general Argo!d pro- 
poſes, I am. confident it will be done. Major-ge: 
neral Phillips will c:mmand this expedition. 

| I 2 Till 
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Fill Colonel Bruce arrives I am uncertain what 


reinforcements are intended for this army. The 


Miniſter has, however, aſſured me, that every poſ- 


* ſible exertion will be made. 


I ſhall tremble for our poſt at Portſmouth, ſhould 
the enemy's reinforcements arrive in that neighbour- 
hood before the force, which I now flatter myſelf 
the Admiral will order a ſufficient convoy for, ar- 
rives. 


March $th. I have received a letter from General 


Arnold, dated the 25th ultimo, wherein he tells me, 


that the French left him on the 19th. And in ano- 
ther letter of the 27th, he ſays, he has not the leaſt 
doubt of defending bis poſt againſt the force of the 
country and two thouſand French troops until a re- 
inforcement ean arrive from New Vork: and that 
he propoſed to fend five hundred men under Colonel 
Dundas up James River, to make a diverſion in favour 
of your Lordſhip. 

The Admiral informs me of the return of the 
French ſhips to Rhode-Iſland, and of their ha- 
ving taken the Romulus, and carried her into that 
place. But as the Admiral, in his letter of the 
2d inſtant, ſeems to think that the whole, or at leaſt 
a great part, of the French fleet ſailed for Cheſa- 
peak on the 27th, and that he was at that time ready 


to fail ; I flatter myſelf he is either gone there, or 


has ſent a ſufficient force to clear the Cheſapeak. 


The 
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The troops under General Phillips have been em- 
barked ſome time, and are now at the Hook waiting 
for the Admiral, or a meſſage from him: General 
Phillips commands; and I am ſure you know his 
inclinations are to co-operate with your Lordſhip; 
and you will be pleaſed to take him under your 
orders, until your Lordſhip hears further from me. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
H. CLINTON. 


— — — — ä—ä—äͤ 
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NUMBER III. 


Copy of Sir Henry Clinton's Inſtructions to Major gene- 
general Phillips, dated Head Quarters, New York, 


March-10th, 1781. 
Received by Earl Cornwallis in Virginia. 
S 1 K, | | 
YOU will be pleaſed to proceed with the troops 


embarked under your command to Cheſapeak Bay, 
and there form a junction as ſoon as poſſible with 


Brigadier-general Arnold, whom, and the corps with 
him, you will take under your orders. 


Should any unforeſeen accident prevent your for- 


ming an immediate junction with Brigadier-general 
Arnold, you will, however, exert every endeavour 
to communicate with him. And as the principal 
object of your expedition is the ſecurity of him, the 


4 a troops 
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troops at preſent under his orders, and the poſts he 
occupies on Elizabeth River, near the mouth of 
James River in Virginia, you will, of courſe, uſe 
every means to attain this very material purpoſe. — 
The propereſt methods to be purſued on this occaſion 
cannot be exactly pointed out to you, but muſt be 
left to your diſcretion. ' 

When you ſhall have formed your junction with 
Brigadier-gencral Arnold, if you find that General 
acting under the orders of Earl Cornwallis, you 
will, of courſe, endeavour to fulfil thoſe orders. — 
If this ſhould not be the caſe ; after receiving every 
information reſpecting his probable ſituation, you 
will make ſuch movements with the corps then un- 
der your orders as can be made conſiſtent with the 
ſecurity of the poſt on Elizabeth River, or you ſhall 
think will moſt effectually aſſiſt his Lordſhips opera- 
tions, by deſtroying or taking any magazines the 
enemy may have on James River, or at Peterſburg, 
on the Appamatox. After which, if it ſhould be 
thought neceſſary, you will eſtabliſh a poſt, or poſts, 
at ſuch ſtations on James River, as ſhall appear beſt 
calculated to open the way for, and ſecure the ſafety, 
as far as poſſible, of a rapid movement of troops 
to give jealouſy for Upper James River, and to inter- 
rupt the courſe of ſupplies to the Carolinas. 

The object of co-operation with Lord Cornwallis 
being fulfilled, you are at liberty to carry on ſuch 
deſultory expeditions for the purpoſe of deſtroying 

the 
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the enemy's public ſtores and magazines in any part 
of the Cheſapeak, as you ſhall judge proper. 

If the Admiral, diſapproving of Portſmouth, and 
requiring a fortified ſtation for large ſhips in the 
Cheſapeak, ſhould propofe York Town or Old Point 
Comfort, if poſſeſſion of either can be acquired and 
maintained without great riſk or loſs, you are at 
liberty to take poſſeſſion thereof: but if the objec- 
tions are ſuch as you ſha!l think forcible, you muſt, 
after ſtating thoſe objections, decline it, till ſolid 
operations take place in the Cheſapeak. 

As to whatever relates to the people of the coun- 
try, their being received and armed, or being more 
for the King's ſervice that they ſhould remain quietly 
at their houſes, or reſpecting the oaths that ſhould 
be offered to them, or for your general conduct in 
matters of this kind, 1 refer you to my Inſtructions 
to Major-general Leſlie, and Brigadier-general Ar- 
nold, copies of which will be given to you. 


And concerning your return to this place, you 


will receive either my orders or Lord Cornwallis's, 
as circumſtances may make neceſſary. 

'Tis preſumed his Lordſhip will be able to ſpare 
troops to ſtation at Portſmouth, &c. but ſhould that 
not be the caſe, you are at liberty to leave either the 
regiment of Prince Hereditaire or the ſeventy- ſixth, 
or both, for that purpoſe, under any officer, being a 
general officer, Lord Cornwallis may chooſe to ap- 
point; but if it ſhould be an officer of your own 

appointing, 
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appointing, with. the rank of Lieutenant-colonel; 1 
think Lieutenant- colonel Dundas, as being acquain- 
ted wich the ſpot, ſhould remain. 

It is probable, whenever the objects of this expe- 
dition are fulfilled, and that you have ſtrengthened 
the preſent works, and added ſuch others as you 
ſhall think neceſſary, that you may return to this 
Place. — In which caſe, you muſt bring with you 
Brigadier-general Arnold, the Light Infantry, Colonel 
Robinſon's corps, or the ſeventy-fixth, and, if it 
ſhould be poſſible, the Queen's Rangers. 

The moment you have communicated with Lord 
Cornwallis, and heard from his Lordſhip, you are to 
confider yourſelf as under his Lordſhip's orders, until 
he, or you ſhall hear further from me. 


Moſt heartily wiſhing you ſucceſs, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
H. CLINTON, 


NUMBER IV. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Peterſburgh, in Virginia, 20th May, 1781. 


S I R, 
YOU will eafily conceive how ſenſible an affliction 


it was to me on entering this province, to receive 
an 
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an account of the death of my friend General Phil- 
lips ; whoſe loſs I cannot ſufficiently lament, from 
perſonal or public conſiderations. 

The corps which I brought from North Carolina 
arrived here this morning. The information con- 
veyed by your Excellency to General Arnold rela- 
five to the probable movements of the French arma- 
ment, reſtrains me at preſent from any material of- 
feaſive operations; but as ſoon as I can hear any 
fatisfactory accounts of the two fleets, I will endea- 
your to make the beſt ule in my power of the troops 
under my command, General Arnold being of opi- 
nion, that Portſmouth, with its preſent garriſon, is 
ſecure againſt a coup de main, I would wiſh to avoid 
making a precipitate movement towards that place, 
without abſolute neceſſity, becauſe it would leſſen 
our reputation in this province; but I have ſent to 
aſſure the commanding officer, that I will do every 
thing I can to relieve him in caſe the French ſhouid at- 
tack the poſt, La Fayette is at Wiltown, on the other 
ſide of James River, not far from Richmond: I have 
not heard that Wayne has yet joined him. p 

It is with infinite ſatisfaction that I encloſe to your 
Excellency copics of two letters from Lord Rawdon, 
which have relieved me from the moſt cruel anxie- 
ties. His Lordſhip's great abilities, courage, and 
firmneſs of mind cannot be ſufficiently admired and 
applauded. There is now great reaſon to hope that 
we ſhall meet with no ſerious misfortune in that 


K province, 
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province; if however General Greene ſhould perſe- 
vere in carrying on offenſive operations againſt it, 
we muſt, I think, abandon Camden, and probably 
Ninety-ſix, and limit our defence to the Congarce 
and the Santee : this will be only giving up two bad 
poſts, which it is difficult to ſupply with proviſions, 
and quitting a part of the country, which for ſome 
months paſt we have not really poſſeſſed, 

I have taken every means to inform Major Craig 
of my having paſſed the Roanoke; on which event, 
it was previouſly concerted between us that he 
ſhould fall down to Bald Head, and from thence 
proceed to Charles-town, as ſoon as tranſports arrive 
to carry him. 

The Legion being in the utmoſt diſtreſs for want 
of arms, cloathing, boots, and indeed appointments 
of all kinds, I muſt beg that your Excellency will 
be pleaſed to direct the Inſpector General to forward 
a ſupply of every article with the greateſt diſpatch, 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 
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Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, dated News 
York, May 29th, 1781. 


Received July 12, 1781, from Lieut. Col. Macpherſon. 


MY LORD, 


I had the honour of writing to your Lordſhip by 
Lord Chewton, who failed from hence in the Rich- 
mond the 4th inſtant, to join you at Wilmington ; 
but your Lordſhip's departure from thence will have 
prevented his meeting you there, and I hope he has 
ſince then joined you in the Cheſapeak. | 

When I firſt heard of your Lordſhip's retreat from 
Croſs Creek to Wilmington, I confeſs that I was in 
hopes you had reaſon to conſider Greene fo totally 
hors de combat as to be perfectly at eaſe for Lord 
Rawdon's fafety. And after your arrival at Wil- 
mington I flattered myſelf that, if any change of 
circumſtances ſhould make it neceſſary, you could 
always have been able to march to the Walkamaw, 
| where 1 imagined veſſels might have paſſed you over 
to George-town, I cannot therefore conceal from 
your Lordſhip the apprehenſions I felt on reading 
your letter to me of the 24th ult. wherein you in- 
form me of the critical ſituation which you ſup» 

poſed the Carolinas to be in, and that you ſhould ' 
| WR. probably 
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probably attempt to effect a junction with Major. 

general Phillips. 
Lord Rawdor's officer-like and ſpirited exer— 
tions, in taking advantage of Greene's having de- 
eached from his army, have indeed eaſed me of my 
apprehenſions for the preſent. But in the diſordered 
{tate of Carolina and Georgia, as repreſented to me 
by Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, I ſhall dread what 
may be the conſequence of your Lordſhip's move, 
unleſs a reinforcement arrives very ſoon in, South 
Carolina, and ſuch inſtructions are lent to the officer 
commanding there, as may induce him to exert him- 
ſelf in reſtoring tranquillity in that province at leaſt, 
Theſe I make no doubt your Lordihip has already 
ſent to Lord Rawdon, and that every neceſſary mea- 
lure for this purpoſe will be taken by his Lordſhip 
in conſequence of them, ſhould he remain in the 
command, But as there are many officers in the 
regiments coming out , who are older than Lord 
Rawdon, I have to lament the probability of his 
being ſuperſeded in it, as I can ſcarce flatter my- 
ſelf that any of them will be poſſeſſed of the know- 
ledge requiſite for conducting operations in Carolina 
without having ever ſerved in that country, or be fo 
competent to the command there as officers of more 
local experience. I therefore beg leave to ſubmit to 
your Lordſhip the propriety of ſending either Major- 
general Leſlie or Brigadier-general O*Hara to Charles- 
town, to take the command of the troops in that 
2 | diſtrict ; 
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diſtrict ; which in the preſent critical ſituation of 
affairs in the Southern Colonies, will certainly re- 
quire an officer of experience, and a perfect know- 
ledge of the country. Had it been poſſible for 
your Lordſhip in your letter to me of the 10th ult. 
to have intimated the probability of your intention 
to form a junction with General Phillips, I ſhould 
certainly have endeavoured to have ſtopped you, as 
] did: then, as well as now, conſider ſuch a move as 
likely to be dangerous to our intereſts, in the Southern 
Colonies. And this, my Lord, was not my only 
fear; for I will be free to own, that I was appre- 
henſive for the corps under your Lordſhips imme— 
diate orders, as well as for that under Lord Rawdon: 
and I ſhould not have thought even the one under 
Major-general Phillips in ſafety at Peterſburg, at leaſt 
for ſo long a time, had I not fortunately on hearing 
of your being at Wilmington ſent another detach- 
ment from this army to reinforee him. 

I am perſuaded your Lordſhip will have the good- 
neſs to excuſe my ſaying thus much ; but what 1s 
done, cannot now be altercd : and as your Lordſhip 
has thought proper to make this deciſion, 1 thall 
moſt gladly avail myſelf of your very able aſſiſtance 
in carrying on ſuch operations as you ſhall judye 
beſt in Virginia, until we are compelled, as I fear 
we muſt be, by the climate, to bring them more 
northward. Your Lordſhip will have been informed 


of my ideas reſpectiug operations to the northward 


of 
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of the Carolinas, by my inſtructions to the different 
General officers detached to the Cheſapeak ; and the 
ſubſtance of ſome converſations with General Phillips 
on that ſubject, which I committed to writing and 
ſent to him with my laſt diſpatch, with directions to 
communicate 1t to your Lordſhip. By theſe your 
Lordſhip will obſerve that my firſt object has ever 
been a co-operation with ' your meaſures ; but your 
Lordſhip's fituation at different periods, made it ne- 
eeſſary for me occaſionally to vary my inſtructions 
to thoſe General officers according to circumſtances, 
They were originally directed to aſſiſt your Lord- 
ſhip's operations in ſecuring South and recovering 
North Carolina; their attention was afterwards point- 
ed to the ſaving South Carolina; and now your 
Lordſhip may poſſibly think it neceſſary to employ 
your force in recovering both or either of thoſe pro- 
vinces, by either a direct or indirect operation. 
With reſpect to the firſt, your Lordſhip muſt be the 
ſole judge; with reſpect to the laſt, you have my 
opinions, which may however probably give way to 
yours, ſhould they differ from them, as they will 
have the advantage of being formed on the ſpot, 
and upon circumſtances, which at this diſtance 1 
cannot of courſe judge of: I ſhall therefore leave 
them totally to your Lordſhip to decide upon, until 

you cither hear from me or we meet, 
I ſhould be happy to be able to aſcertain the time 
when our reinforements may arrive; but as I have 
| received 
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received no Jetters from the miniſter of a later date 
than the 7th of February, I am at a loſs to gueſs 
how ſoon we may expect them. As I had judged 
the force I ſent to the Cheſapeak fully ſufficient fer 
all operations there, even though we ſhould extend 
them tv the Experiment (mentioned in the conver- 
ſations referred to) at the Weſtern Head of Cheſapeak 
about Bajtimore, &c. and your Lordſhip will per- 
ceive that it was Generals Phillips and Arnold's opi- 
nion, they were ſufficient for even that on the Eaſtern; 
(which however might certainly require a much 
greater force, ) it is poſſible that the additional corps 
your Lordihip has brought with you, may enable 
you to return ſomething to me for this poſt: but I 
beg your Lordſhip will by no means conſider this as 
a call ; for I would rather content myſelf with ever 
ſo bare a defenſive, until there was an appearance of 
ſerious operations againſt me, than cramp yours in 
the leaſt, But (as J ſaid in a former letter) I truſt to 
your Lordſhip's diſintereſtedueſs, that you will not 
require from me more troops than are abſolutely 
wanted; and that you will recollect a circumſtance, 
which I am ever aware of in carrying on operations 
in the Cheſapeak, which is, that they can be no 
longer ſecure than whilft we are ſuperior at ſea, 
That we ſhall remain ſo, I moſt ſincerely hope; nor 
have I any reaſon to ſuſpect we ſhall not: but at all 
events, I may at leaſt expect timely imformation will 
be ſent me of the contrary being likely to happen, 

In 
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In which cafe I hope your Lordſhip may be able 
eo place your army in a ſecure ſituation during ſuch 
-pmmporary inconvenience ; for ſhould it become per- 
manent I need not ſay what our proſpeQs in this 
country are likely to be. The Admiral being now 
off the Hook, gives me an opportunity of commu- 
cating with him by letter; and I have in the mot 
preſſing terms requeſted his attention to the Cheſa- 
peak, having repeatedly told him, that ſhould the 
enemy poſſeſs it even for forty-eight hours your 
L ordſhip's operations there may be expoſed to moſt 
imminent danger. General Robertſon has alſo en- 

eavoured to impreſs him with the ſame ideas; but 
until J have an anſwer in writing I cannot be ſure 
that he will, as I do, conſider the Chetapeak as 
the firſt object. For he at preſent ſeems rather in- 
clined to lead his fleet to open the Port of Rhode- 
Iſland, and to ciuiſe to the northward of Nantucket, 
for a fleet which he has heard is coming from Europe 
with a ſmall reinforcement to the French armament, 
and which I am of opinion is bound to Rhode-Iflard, 
i have, however, taken every occaſion to repreſent 
to him the neceſlity of hearty co-operation and com- 
munication ; if they fail, I am determined it ſhall 
not be on my fide, 

The requ-ſitions your Lordſhip has made in your 
letter to me of the 20th inſtant, for horſe accoutre- 
ments, &c. ſhall be ſupplied to the utmoſt extent 
of our abilities; and the incloſed extracts of letters 
6 from 
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from Leitenant-colonel Innes to his deputy at Charles- 
Town, &c. will explain to your Lordſhip why they 
are not more ample, 

June 1ſt. I have this moment received the Ad- 
miral's anſwer to my letter; and I am to ſuppoſe 
from it that he will do every thing in his power 


to guard the Cheſapeak, The copy is incloſed for 


your Lordſhip's information, I heartily wiſh he may 


continue in this diſpoſition ; the neceſſity of which 


I ſhall not fail to urge by every opportunity he may 
give me of communicating with him. 

As I ſhall frequently ſend one of my advice boats 
to your Lordſhip with any information which may 
deſerve your attention, I hope to hear often from 
you by the ſame conveyance. Lord Chewton has a 


-cypher, which was given him for that purpoſe ; but 


ſhould he not have joined you, we may make uſe of 
Colonel Dundas's until he does. 

I ſhall ſpare your Lordſhip and myſelf the pain 
of ſaying much to you on. the loſs of our valuable 
friend; I feel it too ſenſibly for expreſſion. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON. 
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Earl Cornwallis to Sir Heury Clinton, K. B. dated 
Portſmouth, Virginia, * 24, 1781. 


SIR, 

I FIND by your E: :cellency s letter of the 29th 
of May, delivered to me by Lieutenant - colonel 
M<*Pherſon on the 12th of this month, that neither 
my march from Croſs Creek to Wilmington, or from 
thenee to. Peterſburg, meets with your Approbation, 
The move from Croſs Creek to Wilmington was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, ſuch was the ſituation and diſtreſs 
of the troops; and ſo great were the ſufferings of the 
ſick and wounded, that I had no option left. I tried 
many methods of informing Lord Rawdon of it ; 
they all failed. I had left ſuch a force in South Ca- 
rolina, that, if Lord Rawdon could have had t:mely 
notice of the probability of General Greene's moving 
towards that province, and could have called in 
Lieutenant colonel Watſon, General Greene would 
not have ventured to have placed himſelf before 
Camden, 

On the 22d of April I received a diſpatch from 
Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, 'incloſing a letter from 
Lord Rawdon of the 13th, apprizing him of General 
Greene's approach, and ſaying that he could not hope 


to get Licutenant-colonel Watſon to him in time; 
and 
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and that he had then at leaſt fifteen days proviſion. 
The fate of the garriſon of Camden muft have 
been decided before I could have hoped to have 
reached the Pedee or Waggamaw. I had then no 
certainty of being able to get veſſels in time to aſſiſt 
in paſſing the latter. From Wilmington to the 
Waggamaw is a perfect deſert; and indeed in all that 
low country it is impoſſible to ſubſiſt in the ſummer, 
for want of water to turn the mills. 

Had a misfortune happened to Lord Rawdon's 
corps, I knew that the whole country Eaſt of Santee 
and Pedee would be in arms againſt us. I therefore did 
not think that I could, with thirteen hundred infan- 
try and two hundred cavalry, undertake ſuch a 
march, and the paſſage of two ſuch rivers as the Pe- 
dee and Santee, without expoſing the corps under my 
command to the utmoſt hazard of diſgrace and ruin. 
If, on the contrary, Lord Rawdon ſhould have ef- 
fected his retreat from Camden, and have aſſembled 
his whole force Weſt of Santee, I was convinced 
that General Greene could do no effectual miſchief 
but over-running the back country, which I ſhould 
arrive too late to prevent, and which different corps 
of the rebels have conſtantly done ever ſince the firſt 
battle of Camden, excluſive only of the ground on 
which our forts were conſtructed. I ſhould therefore 


have carried back my army to South Carolina, giving 


every advantage to General Greene's movement, in 
order to commence a defenſive war on the frontiers 
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of that province, which I have lohg ſince declared, 
both to yourſelf and to the miniſter, to be in my opi- 
nion impracticable, againſt the rebellious inhabitants 
ſupported by a continental army, In the meaſure 
which I purſued, I neither riſked my own corps or 
Major-general Phillips's, being determined to return 
to Wilmington from Halifax, unleſs I heard from 
that officer that I could join him with ſafety ; the 
great quantity of proviſions, which I was credibly 
informed I ſhould find at Halifax, would eaſily ena- 
ble me to return. Major-general Phillips could be 
in no danger, as I had written expreſsly to him to 
take no meaſures in conſequence of my letter that 
could expoſe his corps to hazard ; and indeed I can- 
not help obſerving, that in this inſtance your Excel- 
Jency ſeems to think the force of Virginia more for- 
midable than yon have done on ſome other occaſions. 
With the warmeſt zeal for the ſervice of my king and 
country, I am conſcious that my judgement is liable 
to error. Perhaps, in the difficult ſituation I was in 
at Wilmington, the meaſure which I adopted was not 
the beſt ; but I haye at leaſt the ſatisfaction to find, 
by the intercepted letters of the 14th of May, from 
General Greene to Baron Steuben, that it was not 
agrecable to his wiſhes that I cape jnto Virginia. 


[ have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLTIS, 
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 111 
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Lieut. Gen. Earl CO RNWALLIs. 
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NUMBER l. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Byrd's 
Plantation, James River, May 26, 1781. 


S1R, 
HAVE conſented to the requeſt of Brigadier-gene- 
ral Arnold to go to New York; he conceives 
that your Excellency wiſhes him to attend you there, 
and his preſent indiſpoſition renders him unequal to 
the fatigne of ſervice. He will repreſent the horrid il 


enormities which are committed by our privateers in } 
| Cheſapeak- 
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Cheſapeak- bay; and I muſt join my earneſt wiſh, 
that ſome remedy may be applied to an evil which is 
fo very prejudicial to his Majeſty's ſervice, 


have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS, 


NUMBER Hl. 


Earl Corntvallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Byrd*s Plantation, North of James River, 26th of 
May, 1781. | 


SIR, 

TH E reinforcement is ſafely arrived in James 
River, and I opened all your diſpatches to poor 
Phillips, marked On his Majeſty's ſervice. 

I hope that your Excellency has received my let- 
ters from Wilmington, and one of the 20th from 
Peterſburgh ; as the latter went by an uncertain con- 
veyance, I fend a duplicate of it. 

The arrival of the reinforcement has made me eaſy 
about Portſmouth for the preſent. I have ſent Ge- 
nera] Leſlie thither with the ſeventeenth regiment and 
the two battalions of Anſpach, keeping the forty- 
third regiment with the army. I ſhall now proceed 
to diſlodge La Fayette from Richmond, and with 
my light troops to deſtroy any magazines or ſtores in 
the neighbourhood which may have been collected 

4 | either 


Operations in Virginia. 81 


either for his uſe or for General Greene's army. From 
thence I purpoſe to move to the Neck at Williamſ- 
burgh, which is repreſented as healthy, and where 
ſome ſubſiſtence may be procured , and keep myſelf 
unengaged from operations which might interfere 
with your plan for the campaign, until I have the ſa- 
tisfaction of hearing from you. I hope I ſhall then 
have an opportunity to receive better information 
than has hitherto been in my power to procure, rela- 
tive to a proper harbour and place of arms. At pre- 
ſent I am inclined to think well of York. The ob- 
jections to Portſmouth are, that it cannot be made 
ſtrong without an army to defend it, that it is re- 
markably unhealthy, and can give no proteCtion to a 
ſhip of the line, Wayne has not yet joined La Fay- 
ette; nor can I poſitively {learn where he is, nor 
what is his force, Greene's cavalry are ſaid to be 
coming this way; but I have no certain accounts 
of it. 

Your Excellency deſires Generals Phillips and Ar- 
nold to give you their opinion relative to Mr, Alexan- 
der's propoſal. As General Arnold goes to New 
York by the firſt ſafe conveyance, you will have an 
opportunity of hearing his ſentiments in perſon. 

Experience has made me leſs ſanguine, and more 
arrangements ſeem to me necefſary for ſo important 


an expedition than appear to occur to General Ar- 
nold, | 


M | Mr. 


K — ͤ RE 


82 Correſpondence relative to the 


Mr. Alexander's converſations bear too ſtrong a re- 
ſemblance to thoſe of the emiſſaries from North 
Carolina to give me much confidence; and, from the 
experience I have had, and the dangers I have under- 
gone, one maxim appears to me to be abſolutely 
negeſſary for the ſafe and honourable conduct of this 
war, which is, that we ſhould have as few poſts as 
poſſible, and that wherever the King's troops are, 
they ſhould be in reſpectable force. By the vi- 
gorous exertions of the preſent governors of Ame- 
rica, large bodies of men are ſoon collected; and 
I have too often obſerved, that when a ſtorm threa- 
tens our friends diſappear. 

In regard to taking poſſeſſion of Philadelphia by 
an incurſion, (even if practicable,) without an in- 


tention of keeping or burning it, (neither of which 


appear to be adviſeable,) I ſhould apprehend it 
would do more harm than good to the cauſe of Bri- 
tain, 
1 ſhall take the liberty of repeating, that, if offenſive 
war is intended, Virginia appears to me to be the only 
province in which it can be carried on, 'and in which 
there is a ſtake, But to reduce the province, and 
keep poſſeſſion of the country, a conſiderable army 
would be neceſſary; for, with a ſmall force, the buſi- 
neſs would probably terminate ugfavgyrably, though 
the beginning might be ſucceſsful.” In caſe it is 
thought expedient, and a proper army for the attempt 
can be formed, I hope your Excellency will do me 
3 the 
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the juſtice to believe, that I neither wiſh nor expect 
to have the command of it, leaving you at New York 
on the defenſive. Such ſentiments are ſo far from 
my heart, that I can with great truth aſſure you, 
that few things could give me greater pleaſure than 
being relieved by your preſence from a ſituation of ſo 
much anxiety and reſponſibility, 

By my letter of the 2oth, your Excellency will 
obſerve, that, inſtead of thinking it poſſible ro do 
any thing in North Carolina, I am of opinion that it 
is doubtful whether we can keep the poſts in the back 
part of South Carolina; and I believe I have ſtated, 
in former letters, the infinite difficulty of protecting 
a frontier of three hundred miles againſt a perſeveting 
enemy, in a country where we have no water oommu- 
nication, and where few of the inhabitants are active 
or uſeful friends. . 

In enumerating the corps employed in the Southern 
Diſtrict, your Excellency will recollect that they are 
all very weak, and that ſome of the Britiſh as well as 
Provincial regiments retain nothing but the name. 

Our weakneſs at Guildford was not owing to any 
detachment, unleſs that with the baggage ; but to 
our loſſes by action, ſickneſs, &c. during the winter's 
campaign. 

I ſaw with concern that you thought Lieutenant- 
colonel | Balfour had acted injudiciouſly in ſending 
home ſome tranſports. That buſineſs has, I appre- 
hend, been miſrepreſented by perſons intereſted in 
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retaining rotten veſſels in the ſervice of Govern- 
ment. The circumſtances I do not now perfectly 
recollect, but J believe you will find that the ſhips 
ſent home were either victuallers, which rhe Treaſury 
deſired in the ſtrongeſt manner, or tranſports which 
were ſo exceedingly bad that they could never have 
gone out with ſafety, after a ſtay of three months in 
Charles-town harbour. Whatever was done in it was 
with my approbation at the time, appearing evidently 
for the good of the ſervice: I, therefore, think it 
my duty to exculpate Lieutenant-colonel Balfour, 
whom J have found, on all occaſions, a moſt zealous, 
intelligent, and deſerving officer. 

Colonel Robinſon's corps is ſo weak, and deſerts 
e faſt, that at the recommendation of General Ar- 
nold, I have conſented that it ſhall return in the 
tranſports to New-York, 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
| CORNWALLIS. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER III. 


Sir Henry Clinton, X. B. to Major-general Phillips, 
dated March 14, 1781, half paſt Two. 


{ Received at Peterſburgh by Earl Cornwallis, May 20.] 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 


BY the encloſed from the Admiral you will ſee 
that the want of intelligence has again loſt us a fair 
opportunity of giving © a mortal blow.” I hope, 
however, he will ſtill overtake them before they 
reach Cheſapeak; they failed in a ſnow ſtorm on 
Wedneſday, and I fear he was not out of Gardiner's 
Bay till Saturday, He was, however, left purſuing 
on the 11th, with all his coppers and a fair wind. 
I think, if he does not overtake them at ſea, they 
will not riſk an action in Lynhaven-bay, and will i 
therefore proceed with their whole fleet to York, li 
as I told the Admiral they would, and there, perhaps, lf 
lay; and I had almoſt ſaid faſcinate the Admiral till 1 
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another fleet arrives; if from Europe, it ought not 
to come without a hint from thence; from the Weſt | WH 
Indies it will not probably come unaccompanied by 1 1106 
our friend Sir George. Tis poſſible it only means Hl! 
to ſee the tranſports off the Cheſapeak, and then 1 
proceed to the MWeſt-Indies with the fleet of men of | 
war; *tis poſſible, alſo, that the whole is gone to the I 
| Weſt- | | 
{Il 
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Weſt-Indies, for it is a bold move to evacuate Rhode. 
iſland, and proceed to the Cheſapeak fo encumbered, 
liable to be followed by an unencumbered ſuperior 
copper fleet. God ſend our old Admiral ſucceſs | 
I depend on early information from you, and ſhall 
prepare for every poſſible event. — Recollect that we 
have not a ſingle tranſport till you ſend ſome. With 
every wiſh for your health and ſucceſs, 


Believe me, &c. 


A CLINTON. 


The ſchooner ſhall attend you, though we can ill 
ſpare her. As often as poſſible communicate by 
theſe veſſels ; they make their paſſage better than the 
frigates. 


P. S. I have received your letters. 


In addition to what I have written above, pray ob- 
ſerve me well in what I am ſaying, 

I think, if the French are gone to Cheſapeak, 
they will ſhelter themſelves in York-River. — The 
Admiral will immediately hold his uſual language— 
that he waits for the army. That from South-Caro- 
lina cannot come, as Colonel Balfour has very inju- 
diciouſly ſent home the tranſports, — I cannot move 
a man till you ſend batk tranſports ; but, if he pro- 
poſes any thing to you, he muſt firſt declare in 
writing poſitively what he thinks his fleet will do, or 


at 
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at leaſt attempt, before you can decide; ane then, 
after conſulting your officers, let me know your 
opinion what can be done, and what land force it 
will require to do it. If all agree that they will be 
unattackable in that ſtation, it muſt be blocked, and 
then we muſt do our beſt to aſſiſt Lord Cornwallis's 
operations, or carry on deſultory operations in the 
Cheſapeak till ſome other plan can be ſettled ; but all 
mult be ſettled in formal council. 


r WET EXE 2 na oomom_— - 
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NUMBER VV. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. 1 Major-general Phillips, 
dated New-York, March 24, 1781. 


[Received by Earl Cornwallis at Peterſburg, May 20.] 


DEAR SIR, | 

I BELIEVE that Lord Cornwallis has finiſhed 
his campaign, and, if report ſays true, very hand- 
ſomely, by taking all Greene's cannon, and recover- 
ing the greateſt part of his own men who had been 
made priſoners by Mr. Greene. — If that ſhould be 
the caſe, and Lord Cornwallis does not want any 
co-operation to aſſiſt him, and you ſee no proſpect of 
ſtriking an important. ſtroke elſewhere, I ſhall pro- 
bably requeſt you- and General Arnold' to return to 
me, with ſuch-troops as IJ have already named in my 
inſtructions. 
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diviſions will, of courſe, join me. 
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inſtructions. But all this will depend on the infor- 
mation I ſhall receive from you, and your opinion 
reſpeCting the poſt at Portſmouth; and ſuch others as 
you propole to eitabliſh on James river, with their 
importance conſidered, either as aſſiſting Lord Corn- 
wallis's operations, or connected with thoſe of the 
navy. 

When you return, you will be pleaſed to bring 


with you a ſmall proportion of howitzes, mortars, 
cohorns, &c. ſo placed in the veſſel in which they 


are embarked, as ta be ready to land directly, as it 
is very likely we may proceed upon ſome operation 
immediately on your arrival, 

I believe Fayette is intrenched at Annapolis, and 
that his corps does not now. exceed nine hundred 


men, though he ſtarted with thirteen hundred. You 


may poſſibly attempt him in earneſt : — he will, at all 
events, ſerve as a maſk to your return to us. 

You will probably hear from Lord Cornwallis be- 
fore you determine on any attempt at a diſtance from 
kim. — I wiſh much to know what troops he thinks 
he can ſpare from the troops under his Lordſhip's 
immediate orders; for, till I do, tis impoſlible to fix 


any plan. — Three complete regiments will, I hope, | 


arrive at Charles-town in the courfe. of a few days, if 
Captain Elphinſton ſhould think it too early in the 


ſeaſon to come directly here; and three more are 


hourly expected from the Weſt-Indies, both which 


The 
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at leaſt attempt, before you can decide ; and then, 
after conſulting your officers, let me know your 
opinion what can be done, and what land force it 
will require to do it. If all agree that they will be 
unattackable in that ſtation, it muſt be blocked, and 
then we muſt do our beſt to aſſiſt Lord Cornwallis's 
operations, or carry on deſultory operations in the 
Cheſapeak till ſome other plan can be ſettled ; but all 
mult be ſettled in formal council. 
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NUMBER VV. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Major-general Phillips, 
dated New-York, March 24, 1781. 


[Received by Earl Cornwallis at Peterſburg, May 20.] 


DEAR SIR, 

I BELIEVE that Lord Cornwallis has finiſhed 
his campaign, and, if report ſays true, very hand- 
ſomely, by taking all Greene's cannon, and recover- 
ing the greateſt part of his own men who had been 
made priſoners by Mr. Greene. — If that ſhould be 
the caſe, and Lord Cornwallis does not want any 
co-operation to aſſiſt him, and you ſee no proſpect of 
ſtriking an important ſtroke elſewhere, I ſhall pro- 
ably requeſt. you and General Arnold to return to 
me, with ſuch troops as I have already named in my 

inſtructions, 
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| inſtructions, But all this will depend on the infor- 


tion I ſhall receive from you, and your opinion 
reſpeCting the poſt at Portſmouth, and ſuch others as 


vou propole to eſtabliſh on James river, with their 


mportance conſidered, either as aſſiſting Lord Corn- 
wallis's operations, or connected with thoſe of the 


navy. 
When you return, you will be pleaſed to bring 


with you a ſmall proportion of howitzes, mortars, 


cohorns, &c. ſo placed in the veſſel in which they 
are embarked, as to be ready to land directly, as it 
is very likely we may proceed upon ſome operation 
immediately on your arrival, | 

I believe Fayette is intrenched at Annapolis, and 
that his corps does not now exceed nine hundred 
men, though he ſtarted with thirteen hundred. You 
may poſſibly attempt him in earneſt :—he will, at all 
events, ſerve as a maſk to your return to us. 

You will probably hear from Lord Cornwallis be- 
fore you determine on any attempt at a diſtance from 
him, — I wiſh much to know what troops he thinks 
he can ſpare from the troops under his Lordſhip's 
immediate orders; for, till I do, tis impoſſible to fix 
any plan. — T hree complete regiments will, I hope, 
arrive at Charies-town in the courfe of a few days, if 
Captain Elphinſton ſhould think it too early in the 
ſealon to come directly here; and three more are 
hourly expected from the Weſt-Indies, both which 
diviſions will, of courſe, join me. 


The 
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The French certainly expe& an early reinforce- 
ment; if it comes from Europe, we muſt, I think, 
hear from thence long before it arrives: if from the 
Havannah, copper-bottomed ſloops or frigates, which 
the Admiral will doubtleſs have on the look out, 
will announce their arrival, and give you time to 
derermine what, in that caſe, will be beſt to be done. 
— And here I take the liberty of hinting to you, 
that (from the appearance on the map) when you 
have once obtained a naval force in Curratuck and 
Albemarle Sounds, by holding the bridges of Pequi- 
mans and Paſquotank rivers, you ſecure a ſhort paſ- 
ſage acroſs the Albemarle-ſound, and communication 
with Lord Cornwallis ; or, by deſtroying the bridges 


on thoſe rivers, you prevent the enemy's approach by 


the bridge at North Weſt landing, 

Upon thoſe hints I requeſt your opinion, in cypher, 
as ſoon as poſſible, — In the mean time I ſhall pre- 
pare for what may probably be your determination, 
after talking with Brigadier-general Arnold, 

I beg you will be ſo good to forward the encloſed 
to Lieutenant-colonel Moncrief by the. firſt oppor- 
tunity to Charles-town, and that you will bring Mr. 
Fyers, of the corps of engineers, with you, when 


you. return to this place. 


: * 
I have the honour to be &c. - 
N. CLb+TF OO: 
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P. S. Pray ſend Brigadier-general Arnold here by 
the firſt good opportunity, if you ſhould not have 
particular occaſion for his ſervices. 


—— — Ter — — —„— 
NUMBER V. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Major General Phillips, 
aated New-York, April 11, 1781. 
[Received by Earl Cornwallis, at Peterſburg, May 24.7 


Your letter of the 3d inſtant, by Captain Chads, 
which I am this day favoured with, makes me ap- 
prehenſive Jeſt you may have miſconceived my in- 
tentions with regard to the order in which I wiſhed 
that the different objects recommended to you in my 
inſtructions ſhould be attended to; and that your 
having in conſequence propoſed to commence with 
ſtrengthening the works at Portſmouth, may occa- 
fion ſome delay of the operations defired to favour 


thoſe of Lord Cornwallis, whoſe fituation after the 


action of the 15th ult. might not only derive the 
greateſt advantage from, but indeed might poſſibly 
be ſo critical as even to require a timely exertion of 

the troops under your command, | 
You will, therefore, have the goodneſs to forgive 
me, if 1 requeſt you to recollect, that at the time 
thoſe inſtructions were drawn up, General Arnold 
was partly inveſted by a conſiderable body of mili- 
tia, 
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tia, and threatened with an attack from the French 
armament from Rhode: iſland, and Fayette's corps 
then on their march to Virginia, which naturally 
pointed out the /ecarity of him, the troops under his 
orders, and the poſts on Elizabeth-river, as the prin- 
cipal object of your expedition; which words were 
certainly intended to mean no more than relieving 
them from their ſuppoſed danger, by either forming 
a junction with General Arnold, or taking ſuch mea- 
ſures againſt the enemies oppoſed to him as might 
moſt effectually enable you to throw into his lines an 
immediate ſupply of proviſions and men; for how 
could I imagine that the poſt at Portſmouth, which 
General Arnold had but juſt informed me, in his 
letter of the 27th of February, he could defend 
againſt the force of the country, and two thouſand 
French troops, until a reinforcement arrived from 
hence, would require additional works for its ſecu- 
rity, after you had joined him with ſo conſiderable 
a reinforcement, or was acting againſt the rebel ſta- 
tions in its neighbourhood ? And I could not but 
ſuppoſe that you yourſelf comprehended what I in- 
tended to be the firſt object of my inſtructions, when 
you tell me in your letter, by Serjeant Coulter, that 
the propoſed conſultation would go, “in the firſt in- 
&« ſtance to the ſecurity of this poſt, and in the next to 
ce the fulfilling the t object of your Excellency's 
e inſtructions.” Which, (excuſe me for repeating 


it) has been invariably in all my inſtructions to the 
N 2 General 
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General: officers ſent to the Cheſapeak, operation i; 
favour of Lord Cornwallis, But, if you will have the 
goodneſs to read thoſe I gave you once more, I am 
lure you will perceive that what I have ſaid about 
ſtrengthening the preſent works on Elizabeth-river, and 
adding ſuch others as you ſhall think neceſſary, is placed 
ſubſequent in order to moſt of the other objects re- 
commended to you, and they were of courſe deligned 
to have been taken into conſideration after thoſe had 
been accompliſhed, and you were upon the point of 
returning to me with part of your preſent force, 

I am always happy to receive your opinions reſpect- 
ing the different operations of the war in this coun- 
try, particularly thoſe immediately connected with 
your own ſtation. I, therefore, of courſe, ſhall pay 
every attention to what you ſay about the poſt at 
Portſmouth, and feel myſelf greatly obliged to you 
for the trouble you have taken to inveſtigate its good 
and bad properties. My ideas of a poſt on Eliza- 
beth-river- have continued uniformly the ſame ſince 
I firſt took a view of it, having always conſidered it 
merely as a ſtation to protect the King's ſhips, which 
might occaſionally ſail from thence to cruize in the 
waters of the Cheſapeak, and command its entrance. 
I, therefore, only wiſhed to have there ſuch a num- 


ber of troops as might be ſufficient for its defence, 


and which, being occaſionally reinforced, as circum- 
ſtances ſhould require and our abilities admit, might 
at offenſively in diſtreſſing and embarraſſing the 
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meaſures of the enemy in its neighbourhood, — For, 
God forbid I ſhould think of burying the elite of 
my army in Nanſemond and Princeſs Anne! theſe 
ideas I comrnumicated to the General officers I ſent on 
that ſervice; and they each adopted ſuch as appeared 
tothem beſt calculated to anſwer the intended purpoſe. 
My own opinion indeed was that we ſhould poſleſs 
a cloſe work at Mill Point, (which Fyers fortified by 
my order 1n 1776, as he will remember,) another at 
Norfolk, and a third ſomewhere on the oppo/ite. fide 
of the river : but as I had been there only for a very 
ſhort time, I could not of courſe but be influenced 
by the repreſentations of the General officers and 
Engineers on the ſpot, who had more time, and 
better opportunity to examine all the different poſi- 
tions on that river. General Leſlie therefore having 
informed me that he had, with the unanimous ſuf- 
frage of the fea and land officers on the expedition, 
made choice of Portſmouth, (which probably he 
did with a view of putting our-friends of Princeſs 
Anne, &c. under cover and protection, but, by your 
account, a ſmall houſe, I fear, will be ſufficient for 
them all,) and his Engineer, Captain Sutherland, ha- 
ving in conſequence began a work there, which he 
was of opinion could ina few days be in a ſtate to be 
perfectly ſecure with a ſmall garriſon ; I was induced 
to recommend to General Arnold the occupying the 
ſame ground: and though I muſt do. the juſtice to 
that-General officer to acknowledge that he gave me, 

in 


— — —— 
＋ 


— — ——— — 


rr. eee. 
2 We > — — 


94 Co rreſpondence relative to the 


in his letter of the 23d of January, a very different 
repreſentation of the poſt at Portſmouth, from the 
one given me by Major-general Leſlie ; circum- 
ſtances became ſo critical at the time I received it, 
in conſequence of the French preparations at Rhode- 
Iſland, and the numerous militia who were collect- 
ing in Virginia and North Carolina, that I thought it 
an improper time to change the ſtation, becauſe good 
or bad, ſuch as it was, it mult for the preſent be de- 
fended. I accordingly thought it right to defer, to 
ſome more proper occaſion, the writing to General 
Arnold on the ſubje& ; and I was afterwards happy 
to find by his letter to me of the 27th of February, 
that his works there were in ſuch forwardneſs; and 
that he was even preparing to ſend up James River, 
an expedition of five hundred men. All theſe cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, I was led to ſuppoſe that the 
poſt at Portſmouth, was now rendered an eligible one 
by the manner in which it was fortified. However, 
as I intimated before, it is by no means a poſition of 
my chdbice, and if you and General Arnold have 
ſuch good reaſons to condemn it, it may be right 
to return to our original object, @ tation to protect 
the King's ſhips, which is capable of being maintained by a 
garriſon of about five or fix hundred men; and if Mill- 
Point will anſwer theſe purpoſes without Norfolk, 
and the correſponding ſtation on the oppoſite ſide 
of the river, I can have no objection ; but leave it 

to 
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to you to act as you judge beſt for the King's 


ſervice. 
J have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLEYWT ON 


—— — — — 
NUMB EE 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Major-General Phillips, 
dated New-York, April 26th, 1781. 
Received by Earl Cornwallis, at Peterſburg, May 24.] 


DEAR SIR, | 

YOUR letters of the 15th, 16th, 18th, and 19th 
inſtant, were delivered to me on the 22d by Captain 
Biggs of his Majeſty's ſhip Amphitrite, And I 
ſhould have now entered largely into, and given a 
detail anſwer (agreeable to your deſire) to the ſeveral 
ſubjects thereof, if I had not from the purport of 
Lord Cornwallis's letter of the 1oth, and yours of 
the 19th, judged it to be unneceſſary at preſent to give 
either you or myſelf that trouble. 

What you ſay in your letter of the 15th inſtant, 
reſpeCting the poſt at Portſmouth, and the choice of 
another ſomewhere elſe on Elizabeth River, you will 
tind fully anſwered in mine to you of the 11th which 
ae:ompanies this: for (though written above a fort- 
night ſince) I had no fafe opportunity before the pre- 
ſent of ſending it to you. 


Lord 
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Lord Cornwallis's arrival at Wilmington has con- 
ſiderably changed the complexion of our affairs to 
the ſouthward, and all operations to the northward 
muſt probably give place to thoſe in favour of his 


- Lordſhip, which at preſent appear to require our 


more immediate attention, I know nothing of his 
Lordſhip's fituation but what I have learnt from his 
letter to me of the 1oth, which you have read; and 


as I have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe that he had 


above three thouſand men (excluſive of cavalry and 
militia) when he entered North Carolina, I am to- 
tally at a loſs to conjecture how his numbers came 
to be reduced before the day of action to one thou- 
ſand three hundred and ſixty infantry, except by 
ſuppoſing (as you have done) that he had previouſly 
weakened his army by detachments. Of this how- 
ever, I ſhall probably be informed when I receive 
the copy of his Lordſhip's letter to the Miniſter ; 
and I ſhall. moſt likely be at che ſame time informed 
what proſpects he may ſtill have of arming the 
numerous friends we were taught to expect his find- 
ing in the diſtricts he has viſited in his march to, 
and retreat from, Guildford; without whole afiil- 
tance we ſhall, I fear, hold thoſe provinces by a very 
precarious tenure, 

I had great hopes before I received Lord Corn- 
wallis's letter, that his Lordſhip would have been in 
a. condition to have ſpared a conſiderable part of his 


army from Carolina for the operations in Cheaſapeal, 
| but 
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but you will obſerve from it that, inſtead of ſending 
any part of his preſent force thither, he propoſes 
to detain a part of the reinforcement coming from 
Europe for his more ſouthern operations, even though 
they ſhould be defenſive, I ſhall therefore take the 
opinions of the General officers near me upon the 
preſent ſtate of our affairs, and I propoſe afterwards 
to ſend you ſuch a further detachment from this 
army as we may judge can be done with tolerable 
ſecurity to this poſt, at leaſt while we remain ſuperior 
at ſea, 

With ſo large a force as you will then have, I 
flatter myſelf that you will be able to make the moſt 
effectual exertions either directly or indirectly in Lord 
Cornwallis's favour, as far as your efforts on the 
ſhores of the Cheſapeak can co-operate with what 
he may be doing in Carolina, What theſe, however, 
may be, you, as being upon the ſpot, muſt cer- 
tainly be the beſt judge, until you either hear further 
from or ſee his Lordſhip. 

In yours and Brigadier General Arnold's joint 
letter, you mention that from one thouſand fix hun- 
dred to two thouſand more men, would enable you to 
take a poſt in force at Peterſburg ; from whence you 
might break up Mr. Greene's communications with 
Virginia, and in co-operation with Lord Cornwallis, 
probably diſperie the Rebel army. And that you 
could moreover, with this increaſed ſtrength, attempt 
Fayette's corps, Baltimore, and Annapolis, with great 

O Pro- 
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probability of ſucceſs, and finally attempt Philadel- 
phia, and take poſt in the lower counties of De- 
laware, for which you apprehend your force would 
then be ſufficient. | 

The ſecurity of the two Carolinas is certainly an 
object of the greateſt importance, and ſhould at all 
events be firſt attended to. Succeſs alſo againſt any 
conſiderable corps of the enemy, which may be col- 
lected any where within reach, and the taking or 
deſtroying their public ſtores, magazines, &c. are 
undoubtedly very important advantages. But there 
is in my humble opinion ſtill another operation, 
which if ſucceſsful would be moſt ſolidly deciſive in 
its conſequences, and is therefore well worth our 
conſideration. It is the trying the ſame experiment 
(which has hitherto unfortunately not ſucceeded to 
the ſouthward) in other diſtricts, which have been 
. repreſented as moſt friendly to the King's intereſts. 
Virginia has been in general looked upon as univer- 
ſally hoſtile; Maryland has. not been as yet tried, 
but is ſuppoſed to be not quite ſo much fo: but the 
inhabitants of Pennſylvania on both ſides of the Suſ- 
quehannah, York, Lancaſter, Cheſter, and the Pe- 


ninſula between Cheſapeak and Delaware, are re- 
preſented to me to be friendly. There or there- 
abouts, I think this experiment ſhould now be tried, 
but it cannot be done fairly until we have a force 
{ufficient not only to go there, but to retain a re- 
ſpectable hold of the country afterwards, ſhould it 
G be 
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be judged neceſſary, I wiſh that our numbers were 
competent to the occupying two correſponding ſta- 
tions at Baltimore and Elk river. Agreeable to what 
I mentioned to you in the converſations we have 
had together on this ſubject, to which that you may 
be able on occaſion to refer, I have committed the 
ſubſtance of them to writing, and ſend them to you 
incloſed. This I ſhould have done ſooner, had I had 
a ſafe opportunity before. I have now the greater 
reaſon to be convinced that the opinions I then gave 
you were right, from a converſation I have ſince had 
with a very intelligent friend of ours from the 
country, known to Colonel Simcoe, who goes to you 
by this opportunity, and will be able to give you 
the fulleſt information thereon. 

April zoth. I expected that the Medea would have 
been ſent to Lord Cornwallis, and that Captain 
Duncan would have been appointed by the Admiral 
to conduct the naval operations in the Cheſapeak, 
for which he is particularly qualified from his know- 
ledge of thoſe waters, and his having had the ma- 
nagement of that buſineſs in Lord Howe's command. 
But the Admiral has juſt wrote to me that he cannot 
poſſibly at preſent ſpare Captain Duncan, and that 
he has appointed Captain Hudſon of the Richmond 
to carry my diſpatches to Cheſapeak and Cape Fear, 
and afterwards attend this ſervice. My diſpatches 
will therefore go in her under the charge of Lord 
Chewton, and as we both know Captain Iudſon's 

04: | great 
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great zeal to co-operate with the troops on all occa- 
ſions, I hope every thing will go on under his diree- 
tion perfectly to your ſatis faction. 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 
A CLINTON, 


Incloſed in No. VI. 


Subſtance of ſeveral Converſations had with Major- 
general Phillips, on the Subject of Operations in the 
Cheſapeak, before his Enberkation on bis Expedition 
thither. 


[Received by Earl Cornwallis at Peterſburg, May 24.] 


UNTIL I know Lord Cornwallis's ſucceſs to the 
ſouthward, and what force can be ſpared from the 
ſouthern diſtrict for further operations, and until the 
reinforcements expected to this army arrive; ſuch 
troops as are in the Cheſapeak may be employed, 
firſt in aſſiſting his Lordſhip's operations, and then 
in either eſtabliſhing a permanent poſt near the en- 
trance of that bay, (if the naval commander does not 
approve of the one in Elizabeth River,) where large 


ſhips as well as ſmall may lie in ſecurity during any 


temporary ſuperiority of the enemy's fleet; or if 
ſuch a poſt cannot be found, in employing what 
remains of the ſeaſon in carrying on deſultory expe- 
ditions againſt ſuch towns, ſtations, Magazines, &c. 
as the enemy may have there ; — to convince thoſe 
people more by what we can do, than what we 
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really do, that they are in our power; and finally, 
in purſuing the ſame plan (ſupporting friends,) in a 
more northerly and healthy climate. | 

With regard to a ſtation for the protection of the 
King's ſhips, I know of no place ſo proper as York 
Town, if it could be taken poſſeſſion of, fortified, 
and garrriſoned with one thouſand men ; — as, by 
having one thouſand more at a poſt ſomewhere in 
Elizabeth River, York and James Rivers would be 
ours, and our cruizers might command the waters 
of the Cheſapeak. Troops might likewiſe be ſpared 
from theſe poſts to carry on expeditions during the 
ſummer months, when probably nothing can be 
riſked in that climate but water movements. But 
if the Heights of York and thoſe on Glouceſter ſide 
cannot be ſo well and ſo ſoon fortified as to render 
that poſt hors d'inſult, before the enemy can move 
a force, &c. againſt it, it may not be adviſeable to 
attempt it: in that caſe, ſomething may poſſibly be 
done at Old Point Comfort to cover large ſhips ly- 
ing in Hampton Road, (which is reckoned a good 
one, and not ſo liable to injury from gales at N. E. 
as that of York, particularly in winter.) If neither 
can be ſecured, we muſt content.ourſclves with keep- 
mg the Cheſapeak, with frigates and other armed 
veſſels, which will always find ſecurity, againſt a 
ſuperior naval force, in Elizabeth River. As our 
operations in proper ſeaſon may re-commence in the 
Upper James, perhaps a ſtation might be found at 

the 
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the entrance of the narrows of that river that may 
be of uſe in future day, and held with a ſmall foree, 


James- town ſeems a proper ſpot for ſuch a ſtation; 


as does the place where the narrows and windings 
begin. 
Ar a proper time of the year operations muſt ſtill 


£0 northward — either by a direct movement — ſta- 


tioning your ſupplies in the navigable rivers which 
lie favourable for it — in which you are, however, 
expoſed to a temporary naval ſuperiority of the ene- 
my — or by proceeding up the Cheſapeak, if a force 
equal to the attempt can be collected; (for when it 
can, I ſhould propoſe to take a ſtation, threatening 


all the provinces bordering on Cheſapeak with a de- 
ſultory war;) prevent thoſe provinces from being 


ſuccoured; — by - menacing communications; and 
availing ourſelves of a ſuppoſed numerous band of 
friends, who otherwiſe may be forced to arm againſt 
us. Had we a force ſufficient for two movements, 
that would be beſt ; — four thouſand men to proceed 
in tranſports up to Baltimore, taking a ſtation within 
a certain diſtance of the Suſquehannah, and having 
veſſels always ready for a rapid move with part, or 
even the whole, to a correſponding ſtation in the 
Eaſtern Neck; while a corps of ten thouſand men, 


or more, (according to the force that can be brought 


againſt you,) occupies the Eaftern Neck, and can, 
in its turn, ſuccour the weſtern corps. Whether the 
eaſtern corps acts alone, or in co-operation, it muſt 


be 
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be in very great force for reaſons obvious, I do not 
know enough of this Neck to ſay what force, or 
whether any, can be placed in ſecurity. The moſt 
advanced ſtation would certainly be the beſt, parti- 
cularly at firſt, to enable our friends, who, we are 
told, are at Lancaſter, Little York-town, and Cheſ- 
ter, to jqin us.—Iron Hill may perhaps be it; and 
as marſhy creeks run up from Delaware and Cheſa- 
peak, the heads of which are not far aſunder, many 
good poſts may be found for corps of different 
{irength ;—for while we command thoſe bays, there 
can be no danger of operation againſt our flanks and 
rear; and if the enemy ſhould be ſuperior in one, 
he cannot be ſo in both : — we ſhould. therefore 
have always a communication open. . This corps 
£10uld be very ſtrong indeed, — or there ſhould be 
one acting in favour of it in Jerſey, The preference 
muſt be given to that plan, againſt which Waſhing- 
ton can bring the leaſt force. He undoubtedly can 
bring a greater force into Jerſey than any where, as 
the New-England troops may be prevailed on to go 
there, — and they cannot ſo calily be drawn into the 
Eaſtern Neck, or even over the Delaware. Befides, 
if Waſhington moves into Jerſey, his meal and flour 
have both but a ſhort portage ; but once deprived of 
the eaſtern counties, his cattle in that caſe coming 
chiefly from New England, will increaſe his diffi- 
culty of ſubſiſtence; for as we may, under thoſe cir- 
cumſtances, attempt to occupy King's Ferry, he will 
be 
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be reduced to the Detour. I therefore ſhould pre- 
fer a ſingle corps in the Eaſtern Neck, ſufficient, 
however, for the purpoſe. As the French have ad- 
ded conſiderably to Waſhington's force, I do not 
think an army leſs than Sir William Howe had could 
be ſufficient—fifteen thouſand men. But where are 
they to be found? My whole force, rank and file, 
fit for duty, is nearly twenty-four thouſand, It 
is preſumed Lord Cornwallis will be content with 
fix thouſand for the ſouthward ; two thouſand we 
ſuppoſe in the Cheſapeak — twelve thouſand are te- 
quired for New York ; — there remains only four 
thouſand for that operation. I did expect ten thou- 
ſand men as an augmentation to my preſent army,— 
Had they come, this project might have taken place; 
but I am now told, I am to expect only four thou- 
fand — which will not be ſufficient. — However, 
once convinced that the French will not fend rein- 
forcement, and that we ſhall be permanently ſupe- 
rior at ſea, and have an active co-operating naval 
commander, — I ſhould be tempted to try : — but 
until all this combines, I dare not: —and if it is 
delayed too long, our friends in — may be 
forced from us, or cajoled. 
If we could hold the Cheſapeak by the poſts on 
Elizabeth and Vork rivers, Oxford, and Port Penn, 
and the two Eaſtern on the ſea-coſts, and threaten 
our enemies of Virginia and Maryland, and protect 
our friends of all theſe countries, I think we ſhould 
in 
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in that eaſe leave the French little to induce them to 
tupport the war. 


26th April. Theſe however 1 give you merely 
as my opinions at the time we talked this on ſub- 


ject; — and they will influence you, of courſe, no 


further, than as they correſpond with "y own 
now. 

With reſpect to the number and diſpoſition of 
friends in Pennſylvania, I am telling you more what 
{ wiſh than what I expect to find; for we have 
been too often deceived by repreſentations of ſan- 
guine friends, 


H, CLINTON, 
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dee, and moſt private.) 


Sir F enry Clinton, K. B. to Major-general Phillips, 
dated New York, 3oth April, 1781. 
Received by Earl Cornwallis at Peterſburg. ] 

Dear Phillips, 
I CANNOT judge from Lord Cornwallis's let- 
ter, whether he propoſes any further operations in 
the Carolinas—what they may be—and how far you 
can operate in his favour, If I was to give a pri- 
vate opinion from reading his letter—I would ſay, I 


cannot conceive from it that he has any offenſive ob- 
2 ject 
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ject in view. He ſays, that North-Carolina is 2 
country, in which it is impoſſible for an army to 
act or move without the aſſiſtance of friends: he 
does not ſeem to think we have any there — nor do 
you. I ſhalt give no opinion teſpeRing that at pre- 
fent; or until I receive his Lordſhip's account of the 
ſtate of the province, and of his winter campaign. 

His Lordſhip tells me that he wants reinforce. 
ment. — With nine Britiſh battalions, and derach- 
ments from ſeven more, (beſides thoſe from the Ar- 
tillery and ſeventeenth Dragoons)—five Heſſian bat- 
| ralions, and a detachment of Yagers— and eleven 
Provincial battalions, excluſive of the cavalry and 
infantry of the Legion, and the Provincial Light In- 
fantry ; —I would aſk, — How can that be poſſible ? 
And if it is, what hopes can I have of a force ſut- 
ficient to undertake any ſolid operation? 

To be brief — If his Lordſhip propoſes no opera- 
tion to you ſoon, and you ſee none that will operate 
for him directly [that is, before the firſt of June,) 
— I think the beſt indirect one in his favour will be, 
what you and General Arnold propoſed to me in No. 10. 
of your joint letter of the 18th inſtant, beginning 
with-the attempt on Philadelphia. The only riſk you 
run is from a temporary ſuperiority of the enemy 
at fea, — J. and and naval reinforcements from France 
are talked of — If they come immediately from Eu- 
rope, we mult have ſome information of them, and 
they will, I hope, be followed; — if from the Weſt- 

Indies, 
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Indies, I hope the ſame. It is however an important 
move, and ought (in my opinion) to be tried, even 
with ſome riſk. If our friends are as numerous and 
hearty as Colonel Rankin repreſents them to be, with 
their aſſiſtance added to what you carry thither, you 
will be able to maintain yourſelf. But if, after ha- 
ving given the experiment a fair trial, you find it 
will not do; you may either retire to Portſmouth, 
or by tranſports and boats in Delaware paſs to Jer- 
ſey — where, at all eyents, I muſt pick you up, by 
receiving you at, or near, Mount Holly. Give me 
timely notice of your intended move, and, if poſſible, 
J will follow you into Delaware with ſuch a ſmall 
reinforcement as I can at the time ſpare. 

As my invitation to Lord Cornwallis to come ta 
the Cheſapeak was upon a ſyppoſition that every 
thing would be ſettled in the Carolinas, I do not 
think he will come ; —if however, he determines to 
do ſo as a viſitor, he will get Barklay or ſome other 
to bring him, for the Admiral has this day only 
ordered a ſhip for the purpoſe — and the one he has 
ordered cannot (I apprebend) get over the bar of 
Cape Fear. 

Our Admiral is grown, if poſſible, more imprac- 
ticable than ever, He ſwears to me that he knows 
nothing of his recall—to others he ſays, he is going 
home immediately, If the next packet does not 
ſatisfy me in this particular, I ſhall probably retires, 
and leave him to Lord Cornwallis's management, — 
To whom, it will be my advice to try the only ex- 


Fs periment 
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periment that (in my opinion) can operate, if the 
one in Carolina has failed. —As to Virginia, I know 
none which can reduce that province in one cam- 
paign.— Though it is certainly a great exertion, the 
only one that appears to me is the above. If! ſtay 
it ſhall be tried. Without a co-operating naval 
Chief, the riſk is doubly great : —it would be ſuffi- 
ciently ſo with one. But if it ſucceeds, its conſe- 
quences | muſt be very deciſive. 
May 24. The reinforcement is embarked, and 
fallen down to Staten Iſland, where they wait only 
the Admiral's pleaſure for their proceeding to Cheſa- 
peak. Two days ago he offered to take them thi» 
ther under the eſcort of his fleet to- day he writes 
to me, © that he thinks he cannot be juſtified in 
« loſing a moment to proceed off the Cheſapeak ; 
te but if I think it of greater conſequence to land 
© the reipforcement of troops propoſed io be ſent 
«© there, than to infercept the enemy, he will take 
* the tranſports with him — otherwiſe, he ſhall cer- 
8 tainly leave them behind, until it is known 
ce where the enemy's fleet is lodged. of which he 
* will. tranſmit the earlieſt information to me, and 
« then appoint a convoy to bring them on.” In 
anſwer, I have acknowledged the yery great impor- 
tance of intercepting the French fleet—but that it is 
alſo of importance that this reinforcement ſhould 
join you immediately, and leave to him (as being 
the beſt judge) the propereſt mode of accompliſhing 
it with ys — Thus the matter reſts, 

May 
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May 34. As I am (from the Admiral's ſtrange. ; 
conduct) doubtful when or whether the reinforce- 
ment will ever join you, I do not now ſend Colonel. 
Rankin to you, as I at firſt propoſed—but I encloſe. 
his propoſals, You will ſee by them that he is not 
much of an officer — but he appears to be a 
plain, ſenſible man, worth attending to And Sim- 
coe can explain a thouſand things reſpecting him and 
his aſſociates, which I cannot in a letter. As you 
ſeemed to think (before you received Lord Corn- 
wallis's letter) that all direct operations in favour of 
his Lordſhip would ceaſe by the end of May; ſhould 
the expedition not ſail from hence before the 2oth 
inſt. 2nd I do not kear further from you, I will not 
ſend it: for, in that caſe, I think the experiment 
on the peninſula may be tried to more advan- 
tage up Delaware than round by Cheſapeak: in 
which caſe I ſhall expect General Arnold and you, 
with ſuch troops as you can ſpare, to meet me at 
the head of Elk or Bohemia, and form a junc- 
tion. I can certainly ſpare more troops from hence 
for ſuch a move than I can ſend to Cheſapeak, for 
reaſons obvioys. Pray let me receive General Ar- 
nold's and your opjnions upon Colonel Rankin's 
propoſals as ſoon as poſſible. I confeſs I am not 
ſanguine ; but if the experiment can be tried with- 
out any other riſk than from the enemy's ſuperiority 
at ſea, I ſhould wiſh to do it. Therefore if Gene- 
ral Arnold and you like it, I ſhall be reconciled to 
it, and it ſhall be tried, after 1 Know your opinions 
on 
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on it, and the incloſed propoſals — and if you ap; 
prove, about what time you think the attempt may 
take place. I am perſuaded, that on application, 
Captain Hudſon will give you a frigate for your 
diſpatches, If we move up Delaware, Captain 
Duncan, (Lord Howe's Captain,) will conduct us. 
I have already talked to him on the ſubject, and 
he approves. 

If Lord Cornwallis propoſes any thing neceſſary for 
his operations, you of courſe muſt adopt it if you 
can, letting me know your thoughts thereon. But 
ſhould his Lordſhip determine on a defenſive in the 
Carolinas, he ſurely cannot want any of the European 
reinforcement, and will of courſe ſend it to you, and 
all ſuch other as ſhall arrive, Thus -reinforced, if 
after leaving a ſufficient garriſon in Elizabeth river, 
you can proceed to the peninſula; I think we ſhall be 
in force to give this a fair trial: and I may leave you 


in the command there, unleſs things ſhould take a 


more favourable turn in the Carolinas, and Lord 
Cornwallis's preſence "there be no longer neceſſary ; 
for, until they do, J ſhould imagine he will not leave. 
Carolina. 

You will think me long-winded. But as ſafe op- 


portunities are not frequent, I muſt make the beſt 


uſe I can of this. I refer you for more information 
to Lord Chewton, who is the bearer of my dif- 


patches. | 
H. CLINTON. 


NU M. 
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Sir Henry. Clinton, K. B. to Major-general Phillips, 
dated May 11. 


[Received by Earl Cornwallis at Peterſburg, May 24.] 


DEAR PHILLIPS, | 
I I was in hopes that the fleet would have failed 
long ſince, but although the Admiral dates his let- 
ter the Toth, off Sandy Hook, I fear he is till 
within, 

Report ſays that the French had not failed from 
Rhode - Iſland a few days ago, they might, however, 
have ſailed yeſterday: the only news we have is a 
riot at Philadelphia, and all paper- money refufed in 
payment; it works finely. 

No news from Lord Cornwallis ſince his letter of 
the loth of April. 

Waſhington ſome days ſince called in Burgoyne; 
by a letter from him this day, that is countermanded 
or ſuſpended; their councils ſeem a little unſettled, 
Sit is reported and believed, that the French troops 
are to join Waſhington, and are now on their 


route, 
I am, &c. 


H. CLINTON. 


ſ 
* 


Lord Chewton ſailed three days ſince for Lord 
Cornwallis. 


N U M- 
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NUMBER IX. 


Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, dated New-York, 
June 15, 1781. 


[Received June 26, 1781, from Enſign Amiel.] 


MY LORD, 

AS the Admiral has thought proper to ſtop the 
failing of the convoy with ſtores, horſe accoutre- 
ments, &c, (which has been for ſome days ready to 
ſail to the Cheſapeak) without aſſigning to me any 
reaſon for ſo doing, I delay not a moment to dil- 
patch a runner to your Lordſhip, with a duplicate 
of my letter of the 1ith inſtant, which was to go 
by that opportunity, 

And as I am led to ſuppoſe (from your Lordſhip's 
letter of the 26th ult.) that you may not think it 
_ expedient to adopt the operations I had recommend- 
ed in the Upper Cheſapeak, and will by this time 
probably have finiſhed thoſe you were engaged in, 
I requeſt you will immediately embark a part of the 
troops ſtated in the letter incloſed (beginning with 
the light infantry, &c.) and ſend them to me with 
all poſſible diſpatch ; for which purpoſe, Captain 
"Hudſon, or officer commanding the King's ſhips, 
will I preſume, upon your Lordſhip's application ap- 
point a proper convoy. 

I ſhall likewiſe in proper time ſolicit the Admiral 


to fend ſome more tranſports to the Cheſapeak, in 
which 
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which your Lordſhip will pleaſe to ſend hither the 
remaining troops you judge can be ſpared from the 
defence of the poſts you may occupy; as 1 do not 
think it adviſable to leave more troops in that un- 
healthy climate at this ſeaſon of the year than what 
are abſolutely wanted for a defenſive, and deſultory 
water excurſions. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINI ON. 


Duplicate incloſed in Number IX. 


Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, dated News 
York, June 11, 1781. 


Received the 26th of June from Enſign Amiel,] 


MY LORD, 


I am honoured with your Lordſhip's letter of the 
26th ult. and as I am unwilling to detain the convoy, 
I ſhall not have time to write ſo fully to your Lordſhip 
as I would with. 

Reſpecting my opinions of ſtations in James and 
York rivers, I ſhall beg leave only to refer your Lords 
ſhip to my inſtructions to, and correſpondence with, 
Generals Phillips and Arnold; together with the ſub- 
ſtance of my converſations with the former ; which 
your Lordſhip will have found amongſt General Phil- 
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lips's papers, and to which I referred you in my 
laſt diſpatch. I ſhall, therefore, of courſe, approve 
of any alteration your Lordſhip may think proper to 
make in thoſe ſtations, | 

The detachments I have made from this army into 
Cheſapeak, ſince General Leſlie's expedition in Octo- 
ber laſt, incluſive, have amounted to ſeven thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twenty-four effectives; and at 
the time your Lordſhip made the junction with the 
corps there, there were under Major-general Phillips's 
orders five thouſand three hundred and four; a force 
I ſhould have hoped, would be ſufficient of it ſelf to 
have carried on operations in any of the ſouthern pro- 
vinces of America; where, as appears by the inter- 
cepted letters of Waſhington' and La Fayettte, they 
are in no ſituation to ſtand againſt even a diviſion 
of that army. 

I have no reaſon to ſuppoſe the Contcentala under 
La Fayette can exceed one thouſand; and I am told 
by Lieutenant-colonel Hill, of the ninth regiment, 
that about a fortnight ago, he met at Frederick-town, 
the Pennſylvania line, under Wayne, of about the 
ſame number, who were ſo diſcontented, that their 
officers were afraid to truſt them with ammunition, 
This, however, may have ſince altered; and your 
Lordſhip may poſſibly have oppoſed to you, from 
fifteen hundred to two thouſand Continentals, and 
(as La Fayette obſerves,) a ſmall body of ill ar- 
med peaſantry, full as * as the militia 


of 
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of the ſouthern provinces, and without any ſer- 
Vice. | | 
Comparing, therefore, the force now under your 
Lordſhip in the Cheſapeak, and that of the enemy 
oppoſed to you (and I think it clearly appears they 
have for the preſent, no intention of ſending thither 
reinforcements,) I ſhould have hoped you would 
have quite ſufficient to carry on any operation in Vir- 
ginia; ſhould that have been adviſeable at this ad- 
vanced ſeaſon. 

By the intercepted letters, incloſed to your Lord- 
ſhip in my laſt diſpatch, you will obſerve, that I am 
threatened with a ſiege in this poſt, My preſent ef- 
fective force is only ten thouſand nine hundred and 
thiry- one. With reſpect to that the enemy may col- 
lect for ſuch an object, it is probable they may amount 
to at leaſt twenty thouſand, beſides reinforcement 
to the French, (which, from pretty good authority, 
I have reaſon to expect, ) and the numerous militia of 
the five neighbouring provinces. Thus circumſtan- 
ced, I am perſuaded, your Lordſhip will be of opi- 
nion, that the ſooner I concentrate my force the bet- 
ter. Therefore, (unleſs your Lordſhip, after the re- 
ceipt of my letter of the 29th of May, and 8th inſt. 
ſhould incline to agree with me in opinion and judge 
it right to adopt my ideas reſpecting the move to 
Baltimore or the Delaware Neck, &c.) I beg leave to 
recommend 1t to you as ſoon as you have finiſhed 
the active operations you may be now engaged in, to 
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take a defenſive ſtation, in any healthy ſituation you 
chooſe, (be it at Williamſburg or Vor- on.) And 
I would wiſh in that caſe, that after rele.vi'g t 
yourſelf ſuch troops as you may judge neceſſary, 
for an ample defenſive, and deſultory movements 


by water, for the purpoſe of annoying the enemy's 


commuications, deſtroying magazines, &c. the fol- 
lowing corps may be ſent to me in ſucceſſion as you 
ſpare them. 
Two battalions of Light Infantry, 
Forty-third regiment. 
Seventy-ſixth- or eightieth regiment, 
Two battalions of Anſpach. 
Queen's Rangers, cavalry and infantry, 
Remains of the detachment of 17th Light 
Dragoons; and ſuch proportion of Artillery 
as can be ſpared, particularly men. 
Until the arrival of the expected reinforcements 


from Europe, it will be impoſſible for me to judge 


what future operations may be within my power, un- 
der my preſent circumſtances. I heartily wiſh I was 


able to ſpare a ſecond army, after leaving a ſufficient 


| defenſive for this important poſt, But your Lord- 
| ſhip will, I hope, excuſe me, if I diſſent from your 


opinion of the manner in which that army ſhould be 
employed ; for experience ought to convince us, that 
there is no poſſibility of re-eſtabliſhing order in any re- 
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bellions province on this continent without the hearty 
aſſiſtance of numerous friends. Theſe, my Lord, are 
not, I think, to be found in Virginia.; nor dare I 
politively aſſert, that under our preſent circumſtances 
they are to be found in great numbers any where 
elle, or that their exertions when found will anſwer 
our expectations: but I believe there is a greater 
probability of finding them in Pennſylvania than in 
any, except the fouthern provinces. In theſe your 
Lordſhip has already made the experiment ; it has 
there failed — they are gone from us, and I fear are 
not to be recovered. The only one therefore now re- 
maining is this; and if I continue in the command I 
am determined to give it a fair trial, whenever it can 
be done with propriety : I am not, however, likely to 
have a choice of operation at leaſt for ſome time to 
come. Nor can I altogether agree with your Lordſhip, 
in thinking that a deſultory move againſt Philadel- 
phia would do more harm than good. There, my 
Lord, are collected their principal depots of ſtores 
for the campaign, an immenſe quantity of European 
and Weſt-India commodities, and no inconſiderable 
ſupply of money, which their uninterrupted trade and 
cruiſers have lately procured them ; and from theſe 
funds they are now forming a bank by ſubſcription, 
which, if it ſucceeds, may give freſh vigour to their 
cauſe. Could we therefore at this moment ſeize 
thoſe important magazines; &c. overſet their ſchemes, 
and break up their public credit, the favourable con- 
| ſequence 
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ſequences reſulting from ſuch ſuccefs are too obvious 
to need explanation. And all this, my Lord, I have 
no doubt might have been effected if our reinforce- 
ment had arrived in time, and the enemy had no 
proſpect of receiving any without our either keeping 
or deſtroying Philadelphia; the latter of which is 
foreign to my inclination, and the former is certainly 
at preſent inadviſeable. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

f H. CLINTON. 


NUMBER X. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Williamſburgh, June 30, 1781. 


SIR, 

AFTER paſſing James river, at Weſtover, I moved 
to Hanover court-houſe, and croſſed the South Anna; 
the Marquis de la Fayette marched to his left, keep- 
ing above at the diſtance of about twenty miles. 

By puſhing my light troops over the North Anna, 
I alarmed the enemy for Frederickſburgh, and for 
the junction with General Wayne, who was then 
marching through Maryland. From what I could 
learn of the preſent ſtate of Hunter's iron manufacto- 
ry, it did not appear of ſo much importance as the 
ſtores on the other fide of the country, and it was 

impoſſible 
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impoſſible to prevent the junction between the Mat- 
quis and Wayne: I therefore took advantage of the 
Marquis's paſſing the Rhappahannock, and detached 
Lieutenant- colonels Simcoe and Tarleton to diſturb 
the aſſembly then ſitting at Charlotteville, and to 
deſtroy the ſtores there, at Old Albemarle court- 
houſe, and the Point of Fork; moving with the 1n- 
fantry to the mouth of Byrd creek, near the Point of 
Fork, to receive thoſe detachments. Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton took ſome members of the aſſembly 
at Charlotteville, and deſtroyed there and on his re- 
turn one thouſand ſtand of good arms, ſome cloath- 
ing and other ſtores, and between four and five hun- 
dred barrels of powder, without oppoſition. 

Baron Stuben, who commanded about eight hun- 
dred twelvemonths-men and militia, retired with 
great precipitation from the Point of Fork. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Simcoe, after ufing every exertion to 
attack his rear-guard, deſtroyed there and at places 
adjacent, about three thouſand three hundred ſtand 
of arms, moſt of which unſerviceable, but then un- 
der repair, ſome falt, harneſs, &c. and about one 
handred and fifty barrels of powder. I then moved 
by Richmond, and arrived at Williamſburgh on 


the 25th inſtant, having, in addition to the articles 


already mentioned, deſtroyed on this expedition at 
different places above 2000 hogſheads of tobacco, 
and a great number of iron guns, and brought off 
four braſs thirteen-inch mortars, five braſs eight-inch 
| howitzes 
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howitzes, and four long braſs nine-poundes, all 
French. We found near Hanover court-houſe ten 
French braſs twenty-four pounders, which we could 
not carry, and had not time or means to deſtroy farther 
than ſpiking, and throwing five or ſix of them into 
the Pamunkey; and we found a: Willianiſburgh a 
conſiderable quantity of ſhot and ſhells, whici are 


_ embarked, Gencral Wayne joined the Marquis 


about the middle of the month, as did Baron Stuben 
ſoon after; and their army has generally kept about 
twenty miles from us, without any material attempt 
by detachment, except in an attack on Lieutenant- 
colonel Simcoe, on the 26th, as he was returning 
with his corps and the yagers from the deſtruction 
of ſome boats and ſtores on the Chickahominy. The 
enemy, though much ſuperior in numbers, were 
repulſed with conſiderable loſs, three officers and 
twenty-eight privates were made priſoners : the Ran- 
gers had three officers and thirty privates killed and 
wounded ; Lieutenant Jones, who was killed, be- 
haved with the greateſt ſpirit, and is much lamented 
by Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe. 

The morning after my arrival here I was honoured 
with your Excellency's diſpatches of the 11th and 
I 5th inſtant, delivered by Enfign Amiel. By them I 
find, that you think if an offenſive army could be 
ſpared, it would not be adviſable to employ it in this 


province. It is natural for every officer to turn his 


thoughts particularly to the part of the war in which 
he 
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he has been moſt employed; and as the ſecurity at 
leaſt of South Carolina, if not the reduction of North 
Carolina, ſeemed to be generally expected from me, 
both in this country and in England, I thought my- 
ſelf called upon, after the experiment I had made 
had failed, to point-out the only mode in my opinion 
of effecting it, and to declare, that until Virginia was 


do a degree ſubjected, we could not reduce North 


Carolina, or have any certain hold of the back coun- 
try of South Carolina; the want of navigation ren- 
dering it impoſſible to maintain a ſufficient army in 
either of thoſe provinces at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the coaſt, and the men and riches of Virginia fur- 
niſhing ample ſupplies to the rebel ſouthern army. L 
will not ſay much in praiſe of the militia of the ſou- 
thern colonies; but the liſt of Britiſh officers and 
ſoldiers killed and wounded by them ſince laſt June, 
proves but. too fatally that they are not nn con- 
temptible. 

Your Excellency being charged with the weight 
of the whole American war, your opinions of courſe 
are leſs partial, and are directed to all its parts; to 
thoſe, qpiniogs it is my duty implicitly to ſubmit. 

Being in the place of General Phillips, I thought 
myſelf called upon by you to give my opinion with 
alldeference on Mr. Alexander's propoſals, and the at- 
tempt upon Philadelphia. Having experienced much 
diſappointment on that head, I own I would cauti- 
ouſly engage in meaſures depending materially for 

R their 
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their ſucceſs on the active aſſiſtance from the country, 
and I thought the attempt on Philadelphia would do 
more harm than good to the cauſe of Britain ; be- 
cauſe, ſuppoſing it practicable to get poſſeſſion of 
the town, (which, beſides other obſtacles, if the re- 
doubts are kept up, would not be eaſy) we could 
not hope to arrive without their having had ſuffi- 
cient warning of our approach to enable them to ſecure 
ſpecie, and the greateſt part of their valuable public 
ſtores, by means of their boats and ſhipping, which 
give them certain poſſeſſion of the river from Mud 
Ifland upwards. The diſcriminating of the owners, 
and deſtroying any conſiderable quantity of Weſt 
India goods, and other merchandize diſperſed through 
a great town, without burning the whole together, 
would be a work of much time and labour. Our 
appearance there, without an intention to ſtay, might 
give falſe hopes to many friends, and occafion their 
ruin; and any unlucky accident on our retreat, 
might furniſh matter for great triumph to our ene- 
mies. However, my opinion on that ſubject is, at 
preſent, of no great importance, as it appears, from 
your Excellency's diſpatches, that, in the execution 
of thoſe ideas, a co-operation was intended from 
your fide, which now could not be depended upon, 
from the uncertainty of the permanency of our naval 
ſuperiority, and your apprehenſions of an intended 
ſerious attempt upon New York. I have, therefore, 
loſt no time in taking meaſures for complying with 
| I the 
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the requiſition contained in your diſpatch of the 1 5th 
inſtant. | 

Upon viewing York, I was clearly of opinion, 
that it far exceeds our power, conſiſtent with your 
plans, to make ſafe defenſive poits there and at 
Glouceſter, both of which would be neceſſary for the 
protection of ſhipping. 

The ſtate of the tranſports has not yet been re- 
ported to me, but I have ordered the few that are 
at Portſmouth to be got ready; and as ſoon as I paſt 
James River (for which purpoſe the boats are col- 
lecting), and can get a convoy, they ſhall be diſ- 
patched with as many troops as they will contain, 
and ſhall be followed by others as faſt as you ſend 
tranſports to receive them, When 1 fee Portſmouth, 
I ſhall give my opinion of the number of men ne- 
ceſſary for its defence, or of any other poſt that may 
be thought more. proper, But as magazines, &c, 
may be deſtroyed by occaſional expeditions from 
New York, and there is little chance of being able 
to eſtabliſh a poſt capable of giving effectual pro- 
tection to ſhips of war, I ſubmit it to your Excel- 
lency's conſideration, whether it is worth while to 
hold a ſickly defenſive poſt in this Bay, which will 
always be expoſed to a ſudden French attack, and, 
which experience has now ſhewn, makes no diver- 
fion in favour of the ſouthern army. 

Tarleton was lucky enough to intercept an expreſs 
with letters from Greene to La Fayette, of which 
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the incloſed are copies. By them you will ſee General 
Greene's intention of coming to the northward, and 
that part of the reinforcements, deſtined for his army, 
was ſtopped in conſequence of my arrival here. As 
ſoon as it is evident that our plan is nearly defenſive 
here, there can be little doubt of his returning to 
the ſouthward, and of the reinforcements proceeding 
to join his army. | 

I ſtill continue in the moſt painful anxiety for the 
ſituation of South Carolina, Your Excellency will 
have received accounts of Lord Rawdon's proceed- 
ings previous to his arrival at Monk's Corner, and of 
his intended operations. My laſt account from him 
is in a note to Lieutenant Colonel Balfour, dated the 
9:h inſtant at Four Hole Bridge, and he was then in 
great hopes of being in time to ſaye Cruger. I have 
ordered Colonel Gould to proceed, as ſoon as convoy 
could be procured, with the nineteenth and thirtieth 
regiments to New York, leaving the third regiment 
and the flank companies in South Carolina, till your 
pleaſure is known, I named the flank companies, 
becauſe they might be diſtant at the time of the ar- 
rival of the order, and as a corps capable of exertion 
is much wanted on that ſervice, | 

Tour Excellency well knows my opinion of a de- 
fenſive war on the frontiers of South Carolina. 
From the ſtate of Lord Rawdon's health, it is im- 
poſũble that he can remain; for which reaſon, al- 
1 the command in chat quarter can only be at- 
tended 
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tended with mortification and diſappointment, yet, as I 
came to America with no other view than to eni.2avour 
to be uſeful to my country, and as I do no! think it 
poſſible to render any ſervice in a defenſive fication 
here, I am willing to repair to Charles-town if you 
approve of it; and in the mean time, I ſhall do every 
thing in my power to arrange matters here till I have 
your anſwer, 

Major Craig repreſented ſo ſtrongly to Lord Row- 
don his regret at leaving the diſtreſſed Loyaliſts in 
the neighbourhood of Wilmington, and his hopes. of 
a conſiderable inſurrection in the lower part of North 
Carolina, where the enemy have no force, that his 
Lordihip gave him a conditional permiſſion to poſt- 
pone the evacuation of Wilmington; but I have not 
yet learned whether he has availed himſelf of it. 

La Fayette's continentals, I believe, conſiſt of 
about ſeventeen or eighteen hundred men, exclu- 
five of ſome twelvemonth's men, collected by 
Steuben, He has received conſiderable reinforce- 
ments of mititia, and. about eight hundred moun- 
tain rifle-men under Campbell, He keeps with his 
main body about eighteen or twenty miles from us; 
his advanced corps about. ten or twelve;. probably 
with an intention of inſulting our rear guard when 
we paſs James River. I hope, however, to put that 

out of his power, by croſſing at James City Iſland; 
and if I can get a favourable opportunity of bing 
a blow at him without loſs of time, I will certainly 
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try it. I will likewiſe attempt water expeditions, if 
proper objects preſent themſelves after my arrival at 
Portſmouth. SEL 

I incloſe a report made by Lieutenant Thomas 
Hagerly, who came with a Captain Fleming from 
Maryland to join us in North Carolina. I feel moſt 
fincerely for the ſufferings of the unfortunate Loya- 
lifts ; but being of opinion, that a detachment would 
not afford them fubſtantial and permanent relief, 1 
ſhall not venture ſuch a ſtep, unleſs your Excellency 


mould think proper to direct it. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS, 


NUMBER XI, 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, June 28, 1781. [In Cypher.) 


Received July 8, 178 1] 


MY LORD, 

HAVING for very eſſential reaſons come to a 
reſolution of endeavouring by a rapid move to ſeize 
the ſtores, &c. collected at Philadelphia, and after- 

| I wards 
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wards to bring the troops employed on that ſervice to 
reinforce this poſt, I am to requeſt, that if your 
Lordſhip has not already embarked the reinforce- 
ment I called for in my letters of the $th, 11th, 15th, 
and 19th inſtant, and ſhould not be engaged in ſome 
very important move, either of your own, or in con- 
ſequence of my ideas reſpecting operqtion in the 
Upper-Cheſapeak, you will be pleaſed, as foon as 
poſſible, to order an embarkation, of the troops 
ſpecified below, ꝓ and of ' ſtores, &c. &c. ſtated in 
the encloſed paper; — or, in as full a manner as 
your Lordſhip can with propriety comply ; — re- 
collecting, that whatever may have been taken too 
great a proportion of, will be immediately returned 
to you the moment the expeditionis over. 

As it is poſſible that your Lordſhip may have 
ſent Major- general Leſlie to Charles- town, in con- 
ſequence of what I ſaid to you in my letter of 
the 29th ult. I have thought proper to appoint 
General Robertſon to the command of the troops on 
this ſervice, which I ſhould not have judged neceſ- 
ſary, could I have been certain of his being named 
by you to accompany the troops coming hither, 
Should that have been the caſe, your Lordſhip 

My Nees, | will 


t Second battalion of light infantry ; forty-third regiment ; ſe- 
veuty-ſixth or eightieth ; two battalions of Anſpach ; Queen's ran- 
gers, cavalry and infantry ; and ſuch a proportion of artillery as 7 
can be ſpared, particularly men. 
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will be pleaſed, nevertheleſs, to direct him to pro- 
ceed with the expedition. 


Il have the honour to be, &c. | 
BR H. CLINTON, 


Incloſed in No. XI, oh 


Lift of Cannot, Stores, &c. to be ſent from Virginia. 

1 7 ARTILLERY, Se. 

| Fro eight-inch howitzes, light, 

Two five and a half. inch ditto, 

Two medium braſs twelve-poundets, 

Four braſs ſix-pounders, field pieces, 

Twelve waggons, without the bodies, for tranſporting 
boats, &c. &c, 

A proportion of carcaſſes, 


"ESL EWY 
#3 loop Formidable, 
Brigantine Spitfire, 
Brigantine Rambler, 
The prize-ſhip Tempeſt, if ſhe can be unloaded and 
fitted without delaying the tranſports. 


— many horſes as are neceſſary for the artillery and 
waggons. 

As many of the firſt twenty-four new boats as, can 

be ſpared. — Thoſe with platforms, to have 

cannon mounted in them, and compleatly fit- 

| ted, 
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ted, if it can be done without delaying the 
embarkation, — The cannon to be brought 
in the tranſports, and the boats towed by 
them. 

Lieutenant Sutherland, of the Engineers, with in- 
trenching tools, &c. &c. for five hundred men, 
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NUMBER XII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Cobham, July 8, 1781. 


S I R, | 
I WAS this morning honoured with your dif- 
patch of the 28th ult. The troops are perfectly 
ready, and will proceed to Portſmouth to wait the 
arrival of the tranſports. I will give immediate 
orders about the artillery, ſtores, &c. 

The tranſports now at Portſmouth are ſufficient to 
carry the light infantry; I had prepared them to 
receive that corps, and ſhould have ſent them to you 
in a few days, if your laſt order had not arrived. 
In your cyphered diſpatch, the ſecond battalion of 
light infantry only 1s mentioned, bur I conclude that 
to be a miſtake, and ſhall keep both ready to em- 
bark. I take for. granted that General Robertion 
will come with the tranſports to take the command 
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of the expedition. General Leſlie is ſtill here, but 
as it was not my intention to have ſent him with the 
troops to New-York, and, as he will be the propereſt 
perſon to command here in caſe you ſhould approve 
of my returning to Charles-town, I ſhall not ſend 
him on the expedition unleſs it ſhall then appear to be 
your Excellency's deſire that he ſhould accompany 
General Robertſon. 

I muſt again take the liberty of calling your Ex. 
cellency's ſerious attention to the queſtion of the 
utility of a defenſive poſt in this country, which 
cannot have the ſmalleſt influence on the war in 
Carolina, and which only gives us ſome acres of an 
unhealthy ſwamp, and is for ever liable to become 
a prey to a foreign enemy, with a temporary ſupe- 
riority at ſea. Deſultory expeditions in the Cheſa- 
peak may be undertaken from New-York with as 
much eaſe and more ſafety, whenever there 1s reaſon 
to ſuppoſe that our naval force is likely to be ſu- 
perior for two or three months. 

The boats and naval aſſiſtance having been ſent to 
me by Captain Hudſon, I marched on the 4th from 
Williamſburgh to a camp which covered a ford into 
the iſland of James-rown, The Queen's Rangers 
paſſed the river that evening. On the 5th, I ſent 
over all the wheel carriages, and on the 6th the bat- | 
horſes and baggage of every kind, intending to paſs 
with the army on the 7th. About noon on the 6th, 
information was brought me of the approach of the 

I enemy, 
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enemy, and about four in the afternoon a large body 
attacked our out- poſts. Concluding that the enemy 
would not bring a confiderable force within our 
reach, unleſs they ſuppoſed that nothing was left but 
a rear-guard, I took every means to convince them 
of my weakneſs, and ſuffered my piquets to be in- 
ſulted and driven back ; nothing, however, appeared 
near us but riflemen and militia till near ſun-ſet, when 
a body of continentals with artillery began to form 
in the front of our camp. I then put the troops un- 
der arms, and ordered the army. to advance in two 
lines. The attack was began by the firſt line with 
great ſpirit; there being nothing but militia oppoſed 
to the light infantry, the action was ſoon over on the 
right, but Lieut, Col. Dundas's brigade, conſiſting of 
the forty-third, ſeventy-ſixth, and eightieth regiments, 
which formed the left wing, meeting the Pennſylvania 
jine, and a detachment of the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette's continentals, with two ſix- pounders, a ſmart 
action enſued for ſome minutes, when the enemy 
gave way and abandoned their cannon, The caval- 
ry were perfectly ready to purſue, but the darkneſs 
of the evening prevented my being able to make ute 
of them. I cannot ſufficiently commend the ſpirit 
and good behaviour of the officers and ſoldiers of the 
whole army; but the ſeventy-ſixth and eightieth re- 
giments, on whom the brunt of the action fell, had 
an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing themſelves particu- 
larly, and Licutenant-colonel Dundas's conduct and 

8 3 gallantry 
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gallantry deſerve the higheſt praiſe. The force of 
the enemy in the field was about ewo thouſand, and 
their loſs, I believe, between two and three hundred, 
Half an hour more of day-light would have probably 
given us the greateſt part of the corps. 

I have encloſed a liſt of our killed and wounded, 
We finiſhed our paſſage yeſterday, which has been 
an operation of great labour and difficulty, as the 
river is three miles wide at this place; I have great 
obligations to Captain Aplin and the officers of the 
navy and ſeamen, for their great exertions and at- 
tentions on this occaſion. 

J have not received the letters your Excellency al- 


ludes to, of the 2gth of May, or 8th and 19th of 
June. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


COprKWWALLIS 
ä aA EE OO 


NUMBER XIII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Suffolk, Fuly 12, 1781. | 

S IR. | 955 

T ACKNOWLEDGED in my letter of the 8th 


the receipt of your Excellency's diſpatch of the 28th 
olf June. I have ſince been. honoured with that of 


the 


r ee 
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the 1ſt, by the Orpheus, and of the duplicates of 
thoſe of the 2gth of May, 8th and 19th of June, 
by the Charon, the originals of which have miſcar- 
ried. 

I have only now to inform your Excellency, that 
every exertion ſhail be made to fit out the expedition 
in the compleateſt manner without loſs of time, and 
as by your letter to General Leſlie you ſeem to wiſh 
that he ſhould accompany it, I have ſent him di- 
rections for that purpoſe, | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS 


—— — . —— 


NU 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, June 8th, 1781. 


[Received July 12th, 1781, from Lieut. Col. M*Pherſon.} 


'MY LORD, 

I INCLOSE to your Lordſhip copies of ſome 
intercepted letters: by theſe your Lordſhip will ſee 
that we are threatened with a fiege. The enemy 
have had bad information reſpecting my force ; it is 
not, however, as your Lordſhip knows, what ir 
ought to be. Your Lordſhip will ſee by Fayette's 
letter, that you have little more oppoſed to you 
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than his corps and an unarmed militia; for, we are 
told here, that the Pennſylvania troops have revolted 
a ſecond time, at York-town. Your Lordihip can 
therefore certainly ſpare two thouſand, and the ſooner 
they come the better; without it ſhould be your in- 
tention to adopt my ideas of a move to Baltimore 
or the Delaware Neck, and put yourſelf in nearer 
co-operation with us; but even in that caſe you can 
ſpare us ſomething, I ſuppoſe. 

I am naturally to expect reinforcement from Eu- 
rope, but not having heard from thence ſince Fe- 
bruary, I can ſay nothing poſitive as to when it 
failed. It is rumoured here (from what authority I 
cannot learn) that the three battalions from Corke 
are arrived at Charles-town, and that your Lord- 
ſhip has ordered them to Cheſapeak. Should that 
have been the caſe, I have by this opportunity 
directed them not to diſembark, but to join me here 
as ſoon as a convoy can be obtained for them; in 
the firſt place becauſe I want them, and in the next, 
becauſe it would be death to them to act in Cheſa- 
peak in July. 

From all the letters J have ſeen, I am of opi- 
nion, if circumſtances of proviſions, ſtores, &c. turn 
out as they wiſh, that the enemy will certainly attack 
this poſt, As for men, for ſuch an object as this 
(circumſtanced as they ſuppoſe it to be) it cannot 
be doubted that they can raiſe a ſufficient number. 
By a commiſſary of proviſion's intercepted letter, he 
& NOW 
* 
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now feeds (at Weſt-point only) eight thouſand, and 
they are coming in very faſt. My diſpatches for 
your Lordſhip, and the ſtores, &c. you ſent for, 
have been waiting for a convoy theſe ten days, I 
hope it will fail immediately, but I diſpatch this 
runner in the mean time, referring your Lordſhip to 
the bearer, Lieutenant Nairne, for particulars. 

I requeſt that the officer commanding at Portſ- 
mouth may have poſiri-e orders to diſpatch a runner 
once a week while they laſt, whether he has any thing 
material to ſay or not. Every circumftance in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of the corps of this army is of conſe- 
quence to know, As your Lordſhip is now ſo near, 
it will be unneceſſary for you to ſend your diſpatehes 


immediately to the Miniſter : you. will therefore be 


ſo good to ſend them to me in future. 

I am much in want of howitzes, &c. I think 
your Lordſhip can ſpare ſome ; if ſo, I requeſt they 
may be ſent, and a good proportion of artillery men 
with them. Captain Fage of the Artillery, 4nd 
Lieutenant Sutherland of the Engineers are to return 
here, as I particularly want them; and Lieutenant 
Fyers, if your Lordſhip can poſſibly ſpare him. I 
likewiſe requeſt that your Lordſhip will ſend General 
Arnold to me. 

I ſend by Lieutenant-colonel Macpherſon a com- 
miſſion for Colonel Abercrombie to act as Brigadier- 
general until further orders ; but I fear it will not be 
in my power to eſtabliſh him in that rank, as I un- 


* derſtand 


* 0 
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derſtand there are ſix older than him coming out, 
The commiſſion will therefore be delivered to your 
Lordſhip, to uſe or not as you may fee expedient, 
But at all events I imagine your Lordſhip will not 
think it neceſſary to give the commiſſion to Colonel 
| Abercrombie, whilſt Major-general Leſlie, or Briga- 
dicr-general Arnold, remain with you. 

I am perſuaded that I need not ſay to your Lord- 
ſhip how neceſſary it is that I ſhould be informed 
without delay of every change of poſition in your 
| Lordſhip's army; and I am ſure you will excuſe me 
1 for obſerving that had it been poſſible upon the ar- 
| x rival of the laſt reinforcement from hence (which I 
1 am told joined you the day after the date of your 
| letter of the 20th ult.) for your Lordſhip to have let 
| me know your views and intentions, I ſhould not 

nov be at a loſs to judge of the force you might 
| want for your operations. Ignorant therefore as I 
am of them, I can only truſt, that as your Lordſhip 
| will' ſee by the incloſed letters, my call for a rein- 
U forcement is not a wanton one, you will ſend me 
\ what you can ſpare as ſoon as it may be expedient ; 


your whole force, I would by no means wiſh to ſtarve 
or obſtruct it; but in that caſe would rather en- 
| | deavour to wait a little longer, until my occaſions 
; 


: for ſhould your Lordſhip be engaged in a move of 
0 ſuch importance as to require the employment of 
| 


grow more urgent, or your ſituation can admit of 
| your detaching ; of which, however, I requeſt to be 
| IE informed 
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informed with all poſſible diſpatch, But with reſpect 
to the European reinforcement, I muſt. requeſt, that 
ſhould it arrive in the Cheſapeak, it may be ſent to 
me without delay, agreeable to the orders I have 
ſent to the officer commanding at Portſmouth, and 
the requiſition I make by this opportunity to Captain 
Hudſon, or officer commanding the King's ſhips. 
Should your Lordſhip not propoſe to ſend Major- 
general Leſlie to command in South Carolina, I beg 
leave to mention that his aſſiſtance may probably be 
wanted here, if he can be ſpared from your army. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON, 
— TT — 
NN U- MB EE © = 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
at New-York, 19th of June, 1781. 


[Received July 12, 1781, from Lieut, Col. M*Pherſon. | 


MY LORD, 

THE intercepted letters, which I had the honour 
to tranſmit ro your Lordſhip with my diſpatch of 
the 8th inſt, will have informed you, that the French 
Admiral meant to eſcape with his fleet to Boſton, 


from Rhode Iſland; (from whence it is probable they 
E | ſailed 


— 
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failed the 1 5th inſt. the wind being then fair;) and 


that it was propoſed the French army ſhould after- 


wards join ſuch troops as Mr. Waſhington could 
aſſemble, for the * of making an attempt on 
this poſt. 

I have often given it as my opinion to your Lord- 
ſhip, that for ſuch an object as this, they certainly 
could raiſe numbers; but I very much doubt their 
being able to feed them. 1 am, however, perſuaded, 
they will attempt the inveſtiture of the place. I there- 
fore heartily wiſh I was more in force, that I might 
beable to take advantage of any falſe movement they 
may make in forming it. 

Should your Lordſhip have any ſolid operation in 
the Cheſapeak to propoſe, or have approved of the 
one I mentioned in iny former letters, I ſhall not, 
as I have already told you, preſs you for the corps I 
wiſhed to have ſent me, at leaſt for the preſent. But 
if, in the approaching inclement ſeaſon, your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould not think it prudent to undertake ope- 
rations with the troops you have, (and you may eaſily 
conceive I cannot poſſibly ſpare more,) I cannot but 
wiſh for their ſake, if I had no other motive, that you 
would ſend me as ſoon as poſſible what you can ſpare 
from a reſpectable defenſive. And that your Lord- 
ſhip may better judge what I mean by a re/pefable 
defenfive, it is neceſſary to inform you, that other 


intelligence, beſides Monſieur Barras' letter, makes 


it 
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it highly probable, that Monſieur de Graſſe, will 
viſit this coaſt in the hurricane ſeaſon, and bring 
with him troops as well as ſhips. But, when 
he hears that your Lordſhip has taken poſſeſſion of 
York river before him, I think it moſt likely he will 
come to Rhode Iſland ; and, in that caſe, that their 
firſt efforts will be in this quarter, I am, however, 
under no great apprehenſions, as Sir George Rodney 
ſeems to have the ſame ſuſpicions of De Graſſe's in- 
tention that we have, and will of courſe follow him 
hither, For I think our ſituation cannot become 
very critical, unleſs the enemy by having the com- 
mand of the Sound, ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of 


Long Iſland ; which can never be the caſe, whillt we 


are ſuperior at ſea, | 
What I faid to your Lordſhip in my letter of the 
8th inſt, reſpecting the reinforcement from England, 
Was only occaſioned by a report prevatiing here, that 
you had ordered them from Charles-cown to the 
Cheſapeak. But as it is now probable there is no real 
foundation for the report, it is unneceſſary to trou- 
ble your Lordſhip again on the ſubject, as they will 
of courſe remain in South Carolina, ſhould they ar- 
rive there. In the hope that your Lordſhip wili be 
able to ſpare me thice thouſand men, I have ſent 
two thouſand tons of tranſports from hence; and 
what is wanting may he made up from thyſe in Che- 
ſapeak. The corps | named in my letter of che 
11th, will, I imagine, amount to nearly that num- 
SA ber. 
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ber. But ſhould your Lordſhip not be able to ſpare 
the whole, it is neceſſary to mention, that I expect 
the detachment of the ſeventeenth dragoons, as they 
happened to be placed laſt in the liſt. I likewiſe 
requeſt, your Lordſhip will at the ſame time ſend 
me the twenty-four boats built by General Arnold, 
if you ſhould have no particular call for them; as 
they will be uſeful here, and it is probable the ten, 
(which I underſtand are now building in the Cheſa- 
peak,) will be ſufficient for your Lordſhip's pur- 
poſes. But as your Lordſhip will be the beſt 
judge of this, you will ſend them of not, as you 
pleaſe. 

I have at laſt had a perſonal conference with the 
Vice-admiral; and he has agreed, if he does not in- 
tercept the French fleet, to take his ſtation between 
the Nantucket Shoals and Delaware, where his fleet 
is to cruiſe for the protection of this harbour, and 
our communication with the Cheſapeak. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON. 


N U M- 


Operations in Virginia. 


NUMBER XVI. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New York, July 1ft, 1781. 


[Received July 12, 1781, by the Orpheus. 


MY LORD, 


FOR reaſons which I think it unneceſſary to 
mention to you by this opportunity, I requeſt, that 
whatever troops, &c. your Lordſhip may have em- 
barked for this place, may fail forty-eight hours after 
the departure from the Cheſapeak of the frigate 


which carries this letter, and which has orders to re- 


turn whenever your Lordlhip ſignifies to the Captain 
of her, that the troops, & c. are all on board, and 
ready to proceed on the intended ſervice. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XVII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Suffolk, 17th July, 1781. 


SIR, 

I AM glad to hear from Portſmouth that the ex- 
pedition is almoſt ready to fail ; and having given 
General Leſlie full powers relating to the equipment 
of it, J hope it will be to your ſatisfaction. I have 
detained ſix infantry boats and four horſe boats for 
the ſervice here, and have directed all the others to 
go, if they can be carried. The twenty-third Light 
Company has done duty for ſome time paſt with 
the Legion, which is not yet returned from an ex- 
curſion to the upper part of the country; I have, 
therefore, in place of the twenty-third, ſent the 
Light Company of the eightieth. 

The enemy's army having come ſo low down the 
country, and we having, by the deſtruction of their 
craft, rendered it difficult for them to paſs James 
river below Tuckahoe, and the militia of the upper 
counties of this ſide of the river being with them, I 
thought it a good opportunity to endeavour to de- 
ſtroy the magazines between James river and the 
Dan that are deſtined for the uſe of their ſouthern 
army. I accordingly detached Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton with the Legion cavalry, and ſomething 
3 upwards 
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upwards of one hundred mounted infantry, on the 
gth inſtant, from Cobham, with orders to call, 
among other places, at Prince Edward and Bedford 
court houſes, where I was informed their principal 
military ſtores had been collected. This will be a 
fatiguing expedition; but I ſhall be able to give 
them reſt upon their return, as I ſee little appearance 


of cavalry being much wanted in this quarter for 


ſome time to come, In the mean time I ſhall re- 
main at, or near, this place till he comes back, 
which I hope will be in a few days. I have de- 
tached Lieutenant-colonel Dundas with part of the 
eightieth, to deſtroy. the ſhipping and ſtores at South 
Quay; and, if poſſible, I ſhall ſend a detachment to 
Edenton for the ſame purpoſe, before I fall back to 
Portſmouth. 

Colonel Gould has not received my order for ſen- 
ding two of the late-arrived regiments to New-York, 
the expreſs veſſe] with my diſpatches having been 
taken by a rebel privateer. And as it appears by 
your Excellency's diſpatch to me of the 19th of 
June, that you approve of the three regiments re- 
maining in South Carolina, I have notified this to 
Colonel Gould by the Amphitrite, which retook the 
expreſs veſſel, and called here two days ago, in her 
vay to Charles-town. 

The variety of fatiguing ſervices for which pio- 
neers are conſtantly wanted, obliged me to augment 
the detachment with this army to a company of fifty 

men, 
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— 


men, and I appointed Lieutenant Brown of that corps 
Captain; and Mr. Jackſon, a North-Carolina refu— 
gee, Lieutenant. Mr. Brown is an old officer of 
pioneers, and in his own line a man of uncommon 
merit. 

The officers of the guards having repeatedly re- 
preſented the very ſuperior merit of Mr. Ruſh, their 
furgeon, and his unwearied and ſkilful attention to 
their numerous ſick and wounded, I think it right 
to mention him to your Excellency, as a man highly 
worthy of a mark of favour. 

I received your Excellency's letter, with the inclo- 
fures relating to the tranſports intended to be ſent 
home by the Agent and Lieutenant-colonel Balfour. 
The reſolution of ſending all had been adopted after 
I left South Carolina, in conſequence of the Minii- 
ter's Circular Letter, and which, if executed, I 
ſhould, no doubt, have diſapproved of, being en- 
tirely of opinion with your Excellency, that it is 
with you to decide whether ſerviceable tranſports can 
be ſpared. But I am happy to find that Lieutenant- 
colonel Balfour returned to his firſt reſolution, which 
{ approved of, only diſpatching victuallers and un- 
ſerviceable tranſports, and which I hope before now 
has been explained to your Excellency's ſatisfaction. 

It gave me great pleaſure to learn from a Charles- 
town paper, lately brought in here, that General 
Greene had raiſed the fiege of Ninety-fix, after ha- 
ving been repulſed in an attempt to carry it by 
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aſſault, and that Lord Rawdon had arrived there on 
the 2oth ult. I have likewiſe been informed in this 
country that Greene was on his march on the 24! h 
ul. towards Broad river. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 


CORNWAIL LIS. 
———Wn . vrtr———— — 


NUMBERS ATHL 


Sir Henry Clinton to Karl Curnwal'ts, dated Tead- 
Quarters, New-York, Fuly 111, 1781. 
n Cypher.) 
[Received from Brig. Maj. Bowes, July 20th, at 1 A. M. 


MY LORD, 

I HAVE received your Lordſhiy's letter of the 
3oth of June, and the Admiral has diſpatched a fri- 
gate with his and my opinions in anſwer to it. I 
cannot be more explicit by this opportunity than to 


deſire, that if you have not already paſſed the James 


river, you will continue on the Wilhamſburgh Neck, 
until ſhe arrives with my diſpatches by Captain 


Stapleton, If you have paſſed, and find it expe- 


dient to recover that ſtation, you will pleaſe to do 
it, and keep poſſeſſion until you hear further from 
me. Whatever troops may have been embarked by 

U you 
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you for this place, are likewiſe to remain until fur- 
ther orders ; and if they ſhould have been ſailed, and 
within your call, you will be pleaſed to ſtop them. 
It is the Admirals and my wiſh, at all events to hold 
Old Point Comfort, which ſecures Hampton read. 


H. CLINTON, 


NUMBER XIX. 


Sir. Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, July 15, 1781. 


ME LORD, 

UNTIL I had the honour to receive your Lord- 
ſhip's letter of the 8th inſtant, T had flattered myſelf, 
that upon re- conſidering the general purport of our 
correſpondence, and General Phillips's papers in your 
poſſeſſion, you would at Icaſt have waited for a line 
from me in anſwer to your letter of the zoth ult. be- 
fore you finally determined upon fo ſerious and mor- 
tifying a move as the re-paſſing James river, and re- 
tiring with your army to Portſmouth. And I was 
the more induced to hope that this would have been 
the caſe, as we both ſeemed to agree in our opinion 
of the propriety of taking a healthy ſtation on the 
Neck, between York and James rivers, for the pur- 
poſe of covering a proper harbour for our line-of- 
battle 
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battle ſhips. And I am perſuaded your Lordſhip 
will be ſenſible, that in all my letters I clearly leave 
you at full liberty to detain any part, or even the 
whole of the troops I ſolicited you to ſend me, ſhould 
your Lordſhip have determined on any ſolid opera- 
tion of your own in Virginia, or elſewhere ; or ſhould 
you have adopted the one I had recommended in the 
Upper Cheſapeak; or even ſhould you have judged 
their continuance with you neceſſary until the ſta- 
tions you might think proper to take were rendered 
reſpectably defenſive. 

Your letter of the zoth ult. in which your Lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to intimate this intention, did not 
leave the Cheſapeak before the 5th inſtant : and as 
ſoon as I conſulted the Admiral at the Hook upon its 
contents, I loſt no time in diſpatching my anſwer to 
your Lordſhip, both by a ſhip of war and one of my 
runners ; but as I now find your Lordſhip has de- 
cided, I ſhall ſay no more upon the ſubject: and I 
ſincerely congratulate you upon the ſucceſs of your 
well concerted plan againſt the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, hoping that amongſt other good effects which 
may be expected from it, it will prevent his giving 
you diſturbance in the execution of what I recom- 
mended to your Lordſhip in my letter of the 11th 
inſtant, a duplicate of which accompanies this. I 
likewiſe requeſt your Lordſhip will be pleafed to 
communicate to Lieutenant-colonels Dundas, Simcoe, 
and Tarleton (whom you have particulariſed, the 
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firſt for his conduct and gallantry in the action of 
James-town, and the two others for their active ſcr- 
vices on your march through Virginia) and to all the 
other officers and ſoldiers under your command, the 
high ſenſe I have. of their ſpirit and good behaviour, 
for which I deſire their acceptance of my thanks. 

As your Lordſhip is again pleaſed to recall my ſe- 
rious attention to the queltion of the utility of a de- 
fenſive poſt in Virginia, which you ſay cannot have 
the ſmallect influence on the war in Carolina, and 
which only gives us ſome acres of an unhealthy ſwamp, 
1 muſt in anſwer beg leave again to repeat to your 
Lordſhip, that it never was my intention to con- 
tinue a poſt on Elizabeth river any longer than until 
the . commencement of ſolid operation in the Cheſa- 
peak, nor to have there more troops than what might 
be capable of defending a ſmall work on that river 
and that all the general officers who have commanded 
in the Cheſapeak have had my conſent to change that 
ſtation for one more healthy, if they judged it proper 
to do ſo. To which I wilt moreover add, it ever has 
been, is, and ever will be, my firm and unalterable opi- 
nion, that it 1s of the firſt conſequence to his Majeſty's 
affairs on this continent, that we cake poſſeſſion of the 
Cheſapeak, and that we do not afterwards relinquiſh it. 
I beg leave alſo, my Lord, to diſſent from the opi- 
nion you have given me of a defenſive poſt in Cheſa- 
peak, and that deſultory expeditions there may be 
undertaken from New-York with as much eaſe and 

2 | more 
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more ſafety z for I cannot but ſuppoſe, that a de- 
fenſive ſtation in the Cheſapeak, with a corps of at 
leaſt four thouſand regular troops, for its protection 
and deſultory water movements during the ſummer 
months, wherein land operation may be impractica- 
ble, would have the moſt beneficial effects on more 
diſtant diſtricts, for the reaſons I have already had 
the honour to give your Lordſhip. Nor do I recol- 
lect, that in any of my letters to your Lordthip I 
have ſuggeſted an idea, that there was a probability 
of the enemy's having a naval ſuperiority in theſe 
ſeas for any leogth of time, much leſs for ſo long a 
one as two or three months. But with reipect to the 
unhealthineſs of the ſtation at Portſmouth, my let- 
ters to General Phillips on that ſubject, (wherein I 
ſay, God forbid I ſhould wiſh to bury the elite of 
my army in Nanſemond and Princeſs Anne) will fa- 
tisfy your Lordſhip that we are both of one opi- 
nion. 

Wich regard to your Lordſhip's returning to 
Charles town, for which you ſay you wait my ap— 
probation, though I allow your Lordſhip to be the 
beſt judge where your preſence may be moſt re- 
. quired, yet, as I cannot conceive that offenſive ope- 
ration will be carried on in Carolina for ſome months, 
I mult beg leave to recommend it to you to remain 
in Cheſapeak, at leaſt until the ſtations I have pro- 
poſed are occupied and eſtabliſhed, and your Lord- 
ſhip favours me with your opinion of the number of 


men 
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men you can afterwards ſpare from their defence 
until the firſt week in October ; about which time it 
is my intention, as I have before told your Lordſhip, 

to recommence operation in the Cheſapeak : but 
whether in Virginia, according to your Lordſhip's 
plan, or in the Upper Cheſapeak, according to my 
own, I ſhall then determine. If in the firſt, I ſhall 
requeſt the favour of your Lordſhip to conduct it, as 
you muſt be a better judge than I can, from the local 
knowledge you have acquired in your march through 
great part of the country, and your being from thence 
capable of judging how far it is connected with 
the fouthern provinces, If in the laſt, I ſhall pro- 

| bably aſſume the direction of it myſelf ; and I ſhall 
in that caſe be glad to have your Lordſhip's affiſtance : 
but if you ſhould prefer returning to Carolina, I ſhall 
after that no longer reſtrain your Lordſhip from fol- 
lowing your inclinations. 

Now, my Lord, I have only to repeat, what 1 
have already faid in all my letters, that you are at 
full liberty to employ all the troops under your im- 
mediate command in the Cheſapeak, if you are of 
opinion they may be wanted for the defence of the 
ſtarions you ſhall think proper to occupy, ſecuring to 
us at leaſt a healthy one, from whence we may ſtart 
at the proper time for beginning operation, and for 
the carrying on in the interim ſuch deſultory water 
expeditions as you may think of any utility. I ſhould, 
indeed, have hoped, that even in the ſeaſon for ac- 

tive 
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tive operation, ſeven thouſand men would have been 
quite ſufficient, conlidering the force which the ene- 
my can bring againſt you ; 1n this, however, your 
Lordſhip ſeeins to think differently. Should nothing, 
therefore, happen to induce you to alter your opi- 
nion, or ſhould any object caſt vp of importance 
enough to be undertaken at this inclement ſeaſon, 
you are at liberty to keep the whole. But before 
you finaily decide, I requeſt your Lordſhip will re- 
collect the very bare defenſive I am reduced to in 
this poſt ; whilſt I have oppoſed to me Waſhington's 
army, which is already eight or ten thouſand men, 
the French four thouſand, beſides the large reinforce- 
ments expected to them : and I ſcarce need mention 
to your Lordſhip, who is ſo well acquainted with 
their diſpoſition, the effect which ſuch an appear- 
ance will have on the numerous and warlike militia 
of the five neighbouring provinces, 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


H, CLINTON. 


N U M- 


132 Correſpondence relative to the 


NUMBER XX. 


Sir Henry Clinton, R. B. to Earl Cornevallis, dated News- 
Tork, July 26, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


I HAD the honour to receive your Lordſhip's 
letter, of the 17th inſtant, by Major Damer, who 
arrived here the 22d, and as 1t is poſſible that my 
diſpatches of the 11th may not have reached you 
before the troops under General Leflie ſailed from 
Portſmouth, and leſt any change of arrangemert 
your Lordſhip may have judged proper in conſc- 
quence may be thereby prevented, I immediately 
diſpatched a runner to cruize for the fleet off the 
Delaware, with orders for the troops, in that caſe, 
to return immediately to you, and wait your further 
commands; but if yoù had received my letters by 
Captain Stapleton before they ſailed, and had, not- 
withſtanding, directed them to proceed according to 
their original deſtination, they are ordered to come 
to the Hook to receive mine. 

What I ſaid to your Lordſhip in my letter of the 
19th inſtant, reſpecting the continuance of the three 
European regiments in Carolina, was only on a ſup- 
poſition that your Lordſhip thought they would be 
wanted there; but as that appears not to be the cate, 
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from your having ordered two of them to join me, 1 
you ſhould ſtill be of opinion, that they can be ſpared 


during the inactive ſummer months, I hope your 


Lordſhip will think proper to renew your order for 
their coming here, as I ſhall probably want them, 


as well as the troops you may be able to ſpare me 


from the Cheſapeak, for ſuch offenſive or defenſive 
operations as may offer in this quarter, until the 
ſeaſon will admit of their acting in yours, where I 
propoſe collecting, in the beginning of October, all 
the force which can be ſpared from the different 
poſts under my command, But if your Lordſhip 
wiſhes that Brigadier General Gould ſhould com- 
mand in Carolina vpon the departure-of Lord Raw- 
don, I ſhall have no objection to his remaining be- 
hind for that purpoſe. 


I have the honour to be, &c, 
H. CLINTON. 


NUMBER XXI. 


Ear] Cornwallis to Str Henry Clinton, K. B. dated York- 


To oro, Virginia, 2oth Auguſt, 1781. 
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I beg leave to aſſure your Excellency, that before 
I reſolved to paſs James River to enable me to com- 
ply with your requiſition of troops, I had very ma- 
turely conſidered the general tenor of your dilpatches 
to General Phillips, as well as thoſe to me of the 
11th and 15th of June, delivered on the 26th, by 
Enſign Amie] ; and when I decided upon that mea- 
ſure, I ſufficiently felt how mortitying it was to me, 


perſonally, and how much the reputation of his Ma- 
Jeſty's arms would ſuffer by it in this province. 


But your Excellency was pleaſed to give me to 


underſtand, in your diſpatch of the 12th, that you 
wiſhed to concentrate yaur force, being threatened 
with an attack at New York by General Waſhing- 


ton with twenty thouſand men at leaſt, beſides an 
expected French reinforcement, and the numerous 
militia of the five neighbouring provinces; and, in 
your diſpatch of the. 1 5th, ſuppoſing that I had not 


thought it expedient io engage in operations in the 


*Upper Cheſapeak, and that thoſe I had undertaken 
in this provinge. would be finiſhed, you require that 


part of the troops, mentioned in a liſt contained in 
the former diſpatch, ſhould be embarked to be ſent 
to New York with all poſſible diſpatch ; noritying 
to me, at the ſame time, that you would, jn proper 


time, ſolicit the FOR” to ſend more tranſports to 


the Cheſapeak; in which you deſired that I would 


fend the remaining troops that I judged. could be 


ſpared from the defence of the poſts that 1 might 
OCCUPY 
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occupy, as you did not think it adviſeable to leave 
more troops in this unhealty climate, at this ſeaſon 
of the year, than what were abſolutely wanted for a 
defenſive, and deſultory water excurſions. 

My own operations being finiſhed, and being of 
opinion, that, with the force under my command, 
and circumſtanced as I was, in a variety of reſpects, 
it would have been highly inconſiderate in me, and 
dangerous for the King's ſervice, to engage in ope- 
rations in the Upper Cheſapeak, I thought it incum- 
bent upon me to take effectual meaſures to enable 
me to obey ſo explicit an order without loſs of time; 
To this end, as I could not diſcover in your inſtruc- 
tions to General Phillips, or in your paper contain» 
ing the ſubſtance of private converſations with him, 
or in your diſpatches to me, any earneſtneſs for im- 
mediately ſecuring a harbour for line of battle ſhips, 
I thought myſelf under the neceſſity of being con- 
tented with the poſt at Portſmouth, ſuch as it was; 
for I did not imagine myſelf at liberty to exerciſe 
my diſcretionary power, by changing that poſt for 
another, which I knew would have required ſo great 
a part of the troops under my command for many 
weeks, for the purpoſes of covering, ſubſiſting, and 
fortifying it, that any offenſive or defenſive plans of 
yours, which depended upon material reinforces 
ment from hence, might thereby have been totally 
fruſtrated. 
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My reſolution to paſs James River was juſt exe. 
euted when I received your diſpatch of the 28th of 
June, ordering the expedition for the attempt upon 
Philadelphia. That order being likewiſe poſitive, 
unleſs I was engaged in any important move of my 
own, or in operations in the Upper Cheſapeak, I 
felt a particular ſatisfaction that my deciſion on your 
firſt order had enabled me to comply ſo expediti- 
ouſly with this; and J own, that inſtead of — 
I hoped to have merited approbation. 

I was clearly convinced when J received thoſe orders, 
and I cannot yet ſee any cauſe to alter my opinion, 
that having a ſufficient force remaining for a defen- 
ſive in the poſt. that I had reſolved to occupy, and 
for deſultory water excurſions, if I -had detained the 
troops required and ſpecified in your liſt; for any 
other reafon than that of being engaged in an im- 
portant move of my own, or in operations in the 
Upper Cheſapeak and if in the mean time a miſ- 
fortune had happened at New York, or you had 
been. diſappointed of any material object at Phila- 
delphia, my conduct would have been highly and 
deſervedly cenſured. But I acknowledge, I never 
apprehended, even although it might afterwards ap- 
pear that the danger at New York was not immi- 
nent, nor the attempt upon Philadelphia expedient; 
that I ſhould be ſubject to blame for. paſſing James 
river; a ſtep rendered indiſpenſably neceſſary by an 
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obedience of your orders, and for the ſafety of the 
troops remaining under my command. 

Your Excellency, after mentioning your intention 
of recommencing operation in the Chefapeak about 
the begirning of October, is pleaſed to ſay, that you 
will then determine whether you will act in Virginia 
according to my plan, or in the Upper Cheſapeak 
according to your own. 

It is true, that it is my opinion, that while we 
keep a naval ſuperiority, Virginia is, by its navi- 
gable rivers, extremely acceſſible; and that if we 
have force to accompliſh it, the reduction of the 
province would be of great advantage to England, 
on account of. the value of its trade, the blow that 
it would be to the rebels, and as it would contribute 
to the reduction and quiet of the Carolinas. Bur 
in my ſubordinate ſituation, being unacquainted with 
the igſtructions of adminiſtration, ignorant of the 
force at your command from other ſervices, and 
without the power of making the neceffary arrange- 
ments for execution, I can only offer my opinions 
for conſideration ; certainly not as plans. I am 
thoroughly ſenſible that plans, which eſſentially af- 
fect the general conduct of the war, can only come 
from your Excellency, as being in poſſeſſion of the 
requifite materials tor framing them, and of the 
power of arranging the means for their execution. 
But whatever plan you may think proper to adopt 
for operations in the Cheſapeak, I ſhall be moſt ſin- 

cerely 
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cerely concerned if your Excellency ſhould be fo cir. 
cumſtanced as not to be able to undertake the exe- 
cution of it in perſon; for the event muſt be of 
great importance to our country, and not only the 
military operations would be beſt directed by your 
ſuperior abilities, but your weight and authority as 
commiſſioner, might have the happieſt effects in 
the civil and political regulation. of the country, 
without which, military ſucceſs would not be at- 
tended with folid conſequences. However, if your 
Excellency ſhould find it neceſſary to direct me to 
undertake the execution of any plan that may be fixed 
upon by you, I ſhall make the beſt uſe in my power 
of the force put under my command. But as my 
acting differently from your ideas or wiſhes, might, 
in many inſtances, be attended with great detriment 
to the King's ſervice, I ſhall, if employed, hope to 
be honoured with explicit inſtructions from your 
Excellency on all points that will admit of them. 
I ſhall, by the firſt opportunity, acquaint General 
Leſlie, that if he can ſpare troops from the ſervice 
in South Carolina, you wiſh them to be ſent to New 
York. But being ignorant of the preſent ſtate of 
affairs, and knowing well that, ſince the ſurrender 
of Charles-town, the ſeaſons of the year have not 
occaſioned military inactivity in that quarter, I can- 
not judge whether your Excellency may expect any 
reinforcement from thence. 


As 
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As there appears to be little chance of co-opera- 
tion from hence with the troops in that province, 
and as my communication with it is extremely pre- 
carious, I ſubmit it to your Excellency's conſidera- 
tion, whether it would not be moſt expedient to 
tranſmit your commands, relating to the affairs of 
that country, directly to General Leſlie, 


J have the honour to be, &c, 


CORNWALLIS, 


CORRE S- 
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RELATIVE TO OCCUPYING AN HARBOUR FOR 
LINE OP BATTLE SHIPS. 


NUMBER TI. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
Head-Quarters, New-York, July 8th, 1781. 


[Received July 21ſt, 1781, from Captain Stapleton. ] 


_ MY LORD, 

AM this moment honoured with your Lordſhip” 8 

letter by Enſign Amiel of the 3oth ultimo, and am 
very happy to be informed you have had an oppor- 
tunity of deſtroying ſuch a quantity of arms and 
public ſtores, the loſs of which mult be very heavily 
felt by the enemy. 


Y By 
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By your Lordſhip's anſwer to my letters of the 
11th and 15th ultimo, (which are the only ones you 
acknowledge the receipt of, and in which I made a 
requiſition for ſome of the corps ſerving in the Che- 
ſapeak, if you could ſpare ibem, ) I am to underſtand 
that your Lordſhip does not think, that with the re- 
mainder (which would have amounted to at leaſt four 
thouſand, ſuppoſing even that you ſent me three thou- 
ſand,) you could maintain the poſts I had propoſed to 
be occupied at York-town, &c. ſo neceſſary in every 
reſpect to cover our fleet, and give us entire com- 
mand over the entrance of that bay. I therefore 
think proper to mention to your Lordſhip, that 
whatever my ideas may have been of the force ſuf- 
ficient to maintain that ſtation, and the correſpond- 
ing one on the Glouceſter ſide, your Lordſhip was 
left the ſole judge of that ſufficiency to the whole 
amount of the corps under your immediate orders in 
Virginia; nor did I mean to draw a ſingle man from 
you until you had provided for a reſpectable defen- 
ſive, and retained a ſmall corps for deſultory water 
expeditions; for my requiſition was made after the 
receipt of your Lordſhip's letter of the 26th of 
May; from which I apprehend that you had no im- 
mediate operation of your own to propoſe, and did 
not think it expedient to adopt the one J had re- 
commended to General Phillips. But J confeſs I 
could not conceive you would require above four 
thouſand in a ſtation wherein General Arnold had 

1 repre- 
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repreſented to me (upon report of Colonel Simcoe) 
that two thouſand men would be amply ſufficient ; 
and being ſtrongly impreſſed with the neceſſity of 
our holding a naval ſtation for large ſhips as well as 
ſmall, and judging that York-town was of impor- 
tance for ſecuring ſuch a one, I cannot but be con- 
cerned that your Lordſhip ſhould ſo ſuddenly loſe 
fight of it, paſs James-river, and retire with your 
army to the ſickly poſt of Portſmouth, where your 
horſes will, I fear, be ſtarved, and a Bundred other 
inconveniences will attend you : and this, my Lord, 
as you are pleaſed to ſay, beeauſe you were of opi- 
nion that it exceeded your power, conſiſtent with 
my plans, to make ſafe defenſive poſts there and at 
Glouceſter, My plans, my Lord, were to draw from 
Cheſapeak, as well for the ſake of their health, as 
for a neceſſary defenſive in this important poſt, ſuch 
troops as your Lordſhip could ſpare from a reſpecta- 
ble defenfive of York, Glouceſter, or ſuch other ſta- 
tion as was proper to cover line of battle ſhips, and 
all the other ſervices I had recommended ; but I 
could not poſſibly mean that your Lordſhip ſhould, 
for this, give up the hold of a ſtation ſo important 
for the. purpoſes I deſigned, and which I think 
La Fayette will immediately ſeize and fortiſy the 
moment he hears you have repaſſed James-river ; for 
though I am to ſuppoſe the enemy will be as little 
able to defend it with five thouſand as your Lordſhip 
judges yourſelf to be, and of courſe may be for the 
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ſame reaſons diſpoſſeſſed, I ſhould be ſorry to begin 
with a ſiege the operations I am determined to carry 
on in Cheſapeak whenever the ſeaſon will admit of it; 
J will therefore conſult Rear-admiral Graves on this 
ſubject, and let your Lordſhip have our joint opinion 
in conſequence. 

With regard to Portſmouth, your Lordſhip will 
have ſcen by my former letters and the papers in 
your poſſeſſion, that when I ſent General Leſlie to 
the Cheſapeak, I only wiſhed for a ſtation to cover 
our cruiſing frigates and other ſmall ſhips ; that 
General officer thought proper to make choice of 
Portſmouth, and had, I doubt not, good reaſons for 
ſo doing. But it has ever been my opinion that if 
a better could be found, eſpecially for covering line 
of battle ſhips, it ought to have the preference; and 
I think, if Old Point Comfort will ſecure Hampton- 


Road, that is the ſtation we ought to chooſe ; for if 


Elizabeth-River is at all kept, a ſmall poſt for about 
three hundred men at Mill-Point, would in my opi- 
nion anſwer. Bur as to quitting the Cheſapeak en- 
tirely, I cannot entertain a thought of ſuch a mea- 
ſure, but ſhall moſt probably on the contrary ſend 
there, as ſoon as the ſeaſon returns for acting in that 
climate, all the troops which can poſſibly be ſpared 


from the different poſts under my command. I there- 


fore flatter myſelf, that even although your Lordſhip 
may have quitted York and detached troops to me, 
that you will have a ſufficiency to re-occupy it, or 

| that 
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that you will at leaſt hold Old Point Comfort, if iT 
Is poſſible to do it without Vork. 
I find by the intercepted letters you ſent me, that 


La Fayette's continentals, when joined by Stuben 


and Wayne, do not altogether exceed one thouſand 
eight hundred, and that if he could collect a nu- 
merous militia, he had but few arms to put into 
their hands, and thoſe your Lordſhip I ſee has effec« 
tually deſtroyed. It likewiſe appears that although 
Greene may himſclf come to the Northward, his 
corps is to remain in South Carolina, I therefore 
ſuppoſe your Lordſhip has recollected this, when 
you ſent orders to Brigadier-general Gould to bring 
the 19th and 3oth regiments to this place, eſpecially 
as you tell me you ſtil] continue in the moſt painful 
anxiety for the ſituation of that province. 

I am ſorry Lord Rawdon's health ſhould oblige 


him to return to Europe. I think it is highly pro- 


per that either your Lordſhip, General Leſlie, or 
General OfHara ſhould go to Charles-town, but I 
can by no means conſent to your Lordſhip's going 
thither, before you hear further from 1 me, for very 
eſſential reaſons which I ſhall not now trouble your 
Lordſhip with. 

I am very unhappy to hear of the unfortunate 


move of our friends and its conſequences, as re- 


lated by Lieutenant Haggarty ; thoſe under the in- 
fluence of Mr. Alexander were deſired by me not to 
riſe, and they ſcemed contented to remain quiet 
until 
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until operation came to them. But it is probable 
they have no arms to defend themſelves ; I ſhould 
imagine that if a ſtation could be found in their 
neighbourhood, which was ſafe and tenable, and 
arms could be given to them, it might be the means 
of ſaving many of them: your Lordſhip will, how- 
ever, as being upon the ſpot be the beſt judge how 
far this may be proper or practicable, for as I know 
nothing of the diſtrict where this is ſuppoſed to 
have happened, or what their numbers, I cannot ſay 
how far it may be expedient to give them aſſiſtance. 
Your Lordſhip has, I believe, many ſpare arms in 
Cheſapeak, and there are likewiſe a conſiderable 
number at Charles-town, but if any ſhould be wanted 
from hence, I will ſpare as many as I can. 

As your Lordſhip muſt be ſenſible how neceſſary 
it is I ſhould have frequent and accurate returns of 
the ſtate of the troops under my command, I am 
perſuaded you will pardon me for requeſting you to 
order that returns are prepared, and, if poſſible, ſent 
to me every fortnight of the troops under your 
Lordſhip's immediate orders in the Chefapeak, and 
as accurate ones as can be procured of thoſe in Caro- 
lina, and the other ſouthern poſts, 

By the letters brought to me from the Miniſter by 


the laſt packet, I underſtand that three battalions 


originally deſtined for this army, are to accompany 
Sir George Rodney in caſe De Graſſe comes on this 
coaſt, from whence I am to conclude he will be cer- 

tainly 


— 2 han, fund 


Harhour for Line of Battle Ships. 167 
tainly followed by that Admiral. I am likewiſe told 
that nearly two thouſand two hundred German re- 
cruits and auxiliary troops may be hourly expected 
to arrive here. 


J have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON, 


NU MB EE 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
Head-Qyarters, New-York, Fuly 11, 1781. 


[Received Joly aut I 787, from Captain * 
MY LOR D, 


I am juſt returned from having a conference with 
Rear-admiral Graves, in conſequence of your Lord- 
ſhip's letter of the zoth ultimo, and we are both 
clearly of opinion that it is abſolutely neceſſary we 
ſhould hold a ſtation in Cheſapeak for ſhips of the 
line, as well as frigates ; and the Admiral ſeems to 
think that ſhould the enemy poſſeſs . themſelves of 
Old Point Comfort, Elizabeth River would no longer 
be of any uſe to us as a ſtation for the frigates, there: 
fore judges that Hampton-road is the fitteſt ſtation 
for all ſhips, in which your Lordſhip will ſee by the 
papers in your poſſeſſion, I likewiſe agree with him. 

It 
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| It was moreover my opinion that the poſſeſſion of 


York-town;-even though we did not poſſeſs Glouceſ- 
ter, might give ſecurity to the works we might have 
at Old Point Comfort, which J underſtand ſecures 
Hampton- road. | 

I had flattered myſelf that after giving me as nearly 
three thouſand men as you could ſpare, your Lord- 
ſhip might have had a ſufficiency not only to main- 
tain them, but to ſpare for deſultory expeditions ; for 
I had no other plans in view than to draw for the 
defence of this poſt; and operation in its neighbour- 
hood, ſuch troops as could be ſpared from your 
army, after leaving an ample defenſive to ſuch ſta- 
tions as your Lordſhip might judge proper to oc- 
cupy ; and a ſmall moving corps for deſultory water 
expeditions during the ſummer months, in which 
no other might be proper in that unhealthy- cli- 
mate. But as your Lordſhip. ſeems to think that 
you can in no degree comply with my requiſition 
for troops, and at the ſame-time eſtabliſh a poſt ca- 
pable of giving protection to ſhips of war, and it is 
probable, from what you write me, that you may 


have repaſſed James-river and retired to Portſmouth ; 
I beg leave to requeſt that you will without loſs of 
time examine Old Point Comfort, and fortify it; de- 
taining ſuch troops as you may think pecefſary- for 


that purpoſe, and garriſoning it afterwards, /' But if 

it ſhould' be yebt -Lordſbip's opinion that Old Point 
N ut cannot be held without having poſſeſſion of 
| York, 
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York, for in this caſe Glouceſter may perhaps be 
not ſo material, and that the whole cannot be done 
with leſs than ſeven thouſand men, you are at full 
liberty to detain all the troops now in the Cheſapeak, 
which I believe amount to ſomewhat more than that 
number: which very liberal conceſſion will, I am per- 
ſuaded, convince your Lordſhip of the high eſtimation 
in which I hold a naval ſtation in Cheſapeak, eſpecially 
when you conſider that my whole force in this very 
extenſive and important poſt, is not quite eleven 
thouſand effectives; and how far I may be juſtifi- 
able in leaving it to ſo reduced a garriſon, time will 

ſhew. | PIES 
I am as much mortified as your Lordſhip can poſ- 
ſibly be at the neceſſity there is at preſent for leaving 
you upon the defenſive in Cheſapeak; and you Lord- 
ſhip will do me the juſtice to obſerve that I have for 
ſome months paſt been myſelf content with a ſtarved 
detenſive, from the deſire I had to give your Lordſhip 
as large an army for offenſive. operations as I could. 
Therefore, until the ſeaſon for recommencing opera- 
tions in the Cheſapeak ſhall return, your Lordſhip, 
or whoever remains in the command there, muſt I 
fear be content with a ſtrict defenſive; and I muſt 
deſire that you will be pleaſed to conſider this as a 
poſitive requiſition».to you not to detain a greater 
proportion of the troops now with you than what 
may; be abſolutely, neceſſary for defenſive operations, 
&. 3s before mentioned. When, therefore, your 
| Z Lord- 
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Lordſhip has finally determined upon the force you 
think ſufficient for ſuch works as you ſhall erect at 


Old Point Comfort, and the number you Judge re- 


quiſite to cover them at York-town, and for the 
other ſervices of the Cheſapeak during the unhealthy 
ſeaſon ; you will be pleaſed to ſend me the remainder, 
Your Lordſhip will obſerve by this that I do not ſee 
any great neceſſity for holding Portſmouth while 
you have Old Point Comfort: for, ſhould a ſtation 
on Elizabeth-river be judged neceſſary, I think Mill- 
point will anſwer every neceſſary purpoſe of covering 
frigates, &c. | 


E have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLIN TON. 


NUMBER III. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Portſmouth, Virginia, July 26, 1781. 
. | 

I RECEIVED. your cyphered letter of the 1tth 
inſtant, on the 20th, in conſequence- of which the 
expedition was .detained; and on the 21ſt. I was ho- 
nqured with your diſpatches of the 8th and 11th: 
inſtants, delivered by Captain Stapleton, the con- 
-.Y tents 
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rents of which, I will confeſs, were to me as unex- 
ed as, I truſt, they are undeſerved. 

As a fubordinate officer, I think it my duty to 
obey poſitive orders, or in exerciſing diſcretionary 
powers, to act as much as poſſible conformable to 
the apparent wiſhes of my ſuperior office, com- 
bined with the evident good of the ſervice; and in 
my late conduct I hope | have not deviated from 
thoſe principles; for, permit me to remark, that I 


cannot diicover in the inſtructions to General Phil- 
lips, and the ſubſtance of private converſation with 
him, (extracts of which I take the liberty to encloſe) 
to which I am referred, nor in our former correſ- 
pondence, any trace of the extreme earneſtneſs that 
now appears, to ſecure a harhour for ſhips of the 
line, and your aſſent to my engaging in operations 
in the Upper Cheſapeak, if I could have brought 
myſelf to think them expedient, would, if I had 
doubted before, have convinced me that ſecuring a 
harbour for line of battle ſhips was not with- you 
a primary and immediate object. In my letter of 
the 26th of May, I intormed your Excellency, that 
after deſtroying the ſtores at Richmond and the ad- 
Joining country, I ſhould move back to Williamſ- 
burg, keeping the army in readineſs to comply with 
your further inſtructions. I arrived at that place 
on the 25th, and on the 26th of June I received 
from Enſign Amiel your difpatches of the 11th and 
igth of the ſame month, being the firſt letters that 
Z 2 I had 
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I_ had received from you ſince my arrival in Virginia, 
In the firſt you tell me, that New-York is threatened 
to be attacked by a very numerous enemy, and, 
therefore, wiſhing to concentrate your force, you re- 
commend to me to ſend a body of troops to you, as 
I can ſpare them, in the order mentioned in a liſt, 
unleſs I have engaged in operations in the Upper- 
Cheſapeak ; and 1n the diſpatch of the 15th, taking 


for granted that I have not engaged in thoſe ope- 


rations, you require the embarkation of thoſe troops 
may begin with the greateſt diſpatch. After a full 
compliance with this requiſition, the force left under 
my command would have been about two thouſand 
and four hundred rank and file, fit for duty, as 
will appear by the returns, which in a poſt adapted 
to that number, I hoped would be ſufficient for a 
defenſive, and deſultory water expeditions. You 
mention Williamſburg and York in your letter of the 
11th, as defenſive ſtations, but only as being ſup- 
poſed healthy, without deciding on their ſafety, — 
Williamſburg having no harbour, and requiring an 


army to occupy the poſition, would not have ſuited 


us. I ſaw that it would require a great deal of 
time and labour to fortify York and Glouceſter, both 
of which are neceſſary to ſecure a harbour for, veſſels 
of any burthen ; and to effect it, aſſiſtance would 
have been wanted from ſome of the troops then un- 
der embarkation orders, which, when New-York was 
in danger, I did not think myſelf at liberty to detain for 

any 
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any other purpgſe than operations in the Upper Cheſa. 
peak, and ſuppoſing both places fortified, I thought 
they would have been dangerous . defenſive poſts, 
either of them being eaſily acceſſible to the whole force 
of this province, and from their ſituation they would 
not have commanded an acre of country. I, therefore, 
under theſe circumſtances, with the moſt earneſt deſireto 


comply with what I thought were your preſent wiſhes, 


and to facilitate your intended future operations in 
Pennſylvania, did not heſitate indeciding to paſs James- 
river, and to retire to Portſmouth, that I might be 
able to ſend you the troops required. And I was 
confirmed in the propriety of the meaſure, when upon 
paſſing James-river, I received your diſpatch, in- 


forming me that for eſſential reaſons you had re- 


ſolved to make an attempt on Philadelphia, and di- 
recting me to embark with the greateſt expedition 
the ſame ,body of troops, with ſtores, &c. for that 
purpoſe. Having likewiſe executed this, order with 
the utmoſt exertion and alacrity, I muſt An 
I was not prepared to receive in the next diſpatch 


from your Excellency a ſevere cenſure of my con- 
duct. 


Immediately on the receipt of your cyphered 


letter, 1 gave orders to the engineer to examine and 


ſurvey Point Comfort, and the channels adjoining to 


it. Ihave likewiſe viſited it with the Captains of 
the King's ſhips now lying in Hampton road. 1 
have the honour to incloſe to you copies of the re- 

port 
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port of the Engineer, and of opinions of the Cap. 
rains of the navy on tha: ſubject, with which my own 
entirely concurs. And I likewiſe tranſmit a ſurvey 
of the peninſula, made by Lieutenants Sutherland and 
Stratton. From all which, your Excellency will ſee, 
that a work on Point Comfort, would neither com- 
mand the entrance, nor ſecure his Majeſty's ſhips at 
anchor in Hampton road. This being the caſe, I ſhall 
in obedience to the ſpirit of your Excellency's orders, 
take meaſures with as much diſpatch as poſſible, to ſeize 
and fortify York and Glouceſter, being the only har- 
bour in which we can hope to be able to give effectual 
protection to line of battle ſhips. I ſhall, likewiſe, 
uſe all the expedition in my power to evacuate Portſ- 


mouth and the poſts belonging to it, but until that 


is accompliſhed, it will be impoſſible for me to 
ſpare troops. For York and Glouceſter, from their 
ſituation, command no country; and a ſuperiority 
in the field will not only be neceſſary to enable us 
to draw forage and other ſupplies from the country, 
but likewiſe to carry on our works without inter- 
ruption. | 5 

Vour Excellency having been pleaſed to diſapprove 
of my going to South Carolina, I have ſent Gene- 
ral Leſlie, who ſailed on the 25th inſtant, in the Ca- 
rysfort, to take the command there. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 
Incloſed 


I wy „ as 
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Incloſed in No. III. 


Extract of the Inſtructions of his Excellency Sir Henry 
Clinton, to Major- general Philitps, na News- 
York, March 10, 1781. 


« If the Admiral, diſapproving of Portſmouth, 
and requiring a fortified ſtation for large ſhips in the 
Cheſapeak, ſhould propoſe York-town, or Old Point 
Comfort, if poſſoſſion of either can be acquired and 
maintained without great riſk or loſs, you are at 
liberty to take poſſeſſion thereof, but if the objections 
are ſuch as you think forcible, you muſt, after ſtating 
thoſe objections, decline it, till ſolid operation take 
place in the Cheſapeak.” 


Extract of the Subſtance of ſeveral Converſations that 
his Excellency Sir Henry Clinton had with Major-ge- 
neral Phillips, on the Subject of Operations in the 
Cheſapeak, before his Embarkation on his Expedition on 
thither, dated April 26, 1781. 


« With regard to a ſtation for the protection ot 


the King's ſhips, I know of no place ſo proper as 


York-town, if it could be taken poſſeſſion of, forti- 
fied, and garriſoned with one thouſand men, as by 
having one thouſand more at a poſt ſomewhere in 
Elizabeth-river, York and James rivers would be 


ours, 
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ours, and our cruizers might command the waters 
of the Cheſapeak. Troops might likewiſe be ſpared 
from theſe poſts to carry on expeditions during the 
fummer months, when, probably, nothing can be 
riſked in that climate but water movements. But if 
the heights of York, and thoſe on Glouceſter ſide, 
cannot be ſo well and fo ſoon fortified as to render 
that poſt hors d' inſult before the enemy can move a 
force, &c. againſt it, it may not be adviſeable to 
attempt it. In that caſe, ſomething may poſſibly 
be done at Old Point Comfort, to cover large ſhips 
lying in Hampton-road (which is reckoned a good 
one, and not ſo liable to injury from gales at N. E. 
as that of York, particularly in winter.) If neither 
can be ſecured, we muſt content ourſelves with 
keeping the Cheſapeak with frigates and other armed 


veſſels, which will always find ſecurity againſt a ſupe- 


rior naval force in Elizabeth river. As our operations 
in proper ſeaſon may re-commence in the Upper- 
James ; perhaps a ſtation might be found at the en- 
trance of the narrows of that river that may be of 
vſe in future day, and held with a ſmall force, 
James-town ſeems a proper ſpot for ſuch a ſtation, as 
does the place where the narrows and windings 


begin.“ 


Incloſed 


> My tw yok 


0 
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Iacloſed in No. III. 
Coty of the Report of Lieutenant Sul ber and, Eugincer, 


dated Billy Ordnance Tranſport, Hampton Road, 
July 2 5. 1781. 


MY LORD, 


AGREEABLE to your orders, I have examined 
the ground on Old Point Comfort with as much 
accuracy as I poſſibly could, and for your Lordſhip's- 
better information J have made a ſurvey of the ground, 
upon which. is: laid- down the width and ſoundings 
of the channel. 

[ beg leave to offer what appears to me hating 
the ſituation of a work on that ſpot. 

The ground where the ruins of Fort George lay 
is the fitteſt for a work, but at the ſame time muſt 
be attended with many inconveniences. 

The level of the ground there is about two feet 
higher than the high water mark, which, from its 
very, ho diſtance, to. the. deep water, muſt ſoon be 
deſtroyed by a naval attac. 01 8 

The great width and depth of the channel give 
ſhips the advantage of paſſing the fort with very 
little riſk. I apprehend fifteen hundred yards is too 
great a diſtance for batteries to ſtop ſhips, which is 
the, diſtance here. Ships that wiſh to pals the fire 
of the fort have no occaſion to approach nearer. 
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Nor do I imagine a fort built there could afford 
any great protection to an inferior and weak fleet, 
anchored near the fort, againſt a ſuperior fleet of the 
enemy, which muſt have it in their power to make 
their own diſpoſition, and place our fleet between 
them and the fort, the channel affording no bay for 
the ſecurity of ſhips under cover of a fort. 

The time and expence to build a fort there, muſt 
be very conſiderable, from the low fituation of the 
ground, which muſt neceſſarily cauſe the ſoil to be 


moved from a great diſtance, to form the ramparts 


and parapets; and every other material ruſt be car- 
ried there, as the timber on the peninſula is unfit 
for any uſeful purpoſe. | 

Theſe are the remarks which have occurred to me 
on examining the ground and fituation of a work 
on Old Point Comfort, for the protection of the har- 
bour and fleet, which 1 N ſubmit to your Lord- 
ſhip. 


T have the honour to be, &e. 


ALEX. SUTHERLAND, 
Lieutenant of Engineers. 


Incloſed 


d 


be ſent to the Cheſapeak: We, whoſe names are 


of water cloſe to it, that any ſuperior enemy's forte 
coming in, may paſs any work that can be eſtabliſhed 
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 Incloſed in No. III. 


Copy of the Opinions of the Commanders of his Majeſty's 
Ships in Cheſapeak, relative to Old Point Comfort, 
dated Richmond, Hampton Road, July 26, 1781. 

MY LORD, | 
IN conſequence of a requiſition that your Lord- 
ſhip received from the commanders in chief of his 

Majeſty's troops and ſhips, relative to a poſt being 

eſtabliſhed at Old Point Comfort, for the protection 

and ſecurity of the King's ſhips that may occaſionally 


hereunto ſubſcribed, have taken as accurate a ſurvey 


of that place. as poſſible, and are unanimouſly of 
opinion, from the width of the channel and depth 


there, with little damage, or deſtroy it with the 
ſhips that may be there, under its protection. 


We have the honour to ha &c. 


CHARLES HUDSON, 
THOMAS SYMONDS, 
CHARLES, EVERITT, 
RALPH DUNDAS. 
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5 NUMBER IV. 


Admiral Graves to Furl Cornwallis, dated London, off 
Sanch Hook, 12th July, 1781. 


M Y LOR D, 

I HAVE. the honour to acquaint your Lordi ſhip 
that the Solebay, Captain Everitt, carries Captain 
Stapleton, charged with his Excellency Sir Henry 
Clinton's diſpatches to your Lordſmip, and with my 


orders to the Captains of the King's ſhips to return 


with the troops under his convoy to the Chefapeak, 


and if not ſailed; for them to remain, and to con- 


form to your Lordſhip's 3 8 in the _ 
of them. 

I need only ſay to your Lordihip, that hw is no 
place for the great ſhips during the freezing months 
on this ſide the Cheſapeak, where the great ſhips 
will be in ſecurity, and at the ſame time capable of 
acting — and in my opinion they-had better go to 


the Weſt Indies than be laid up in Halifax during 
\ the winter. If the ſquadron is neceſſary to the ope- 


rations of the army Hampton road appears to be 
the place where they can be anchored with the 
greateſt ſecurity, and at the ſame time be capable 
of acting with the moſt effect againſt any attempts of 
the enemy. — To this end, Old Point Comfort ſeems 
neceſſary to be occupied by us, as commanding the 
entrance to the road — and if Vork can be ſecured, 
IT 


oe © 
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it will give the command of the Lower or Eliza- 
beth. country, and deprive the rebels of the uſe 
of the two belt fettled rivers of the Cheſapeak, 
and deter an enemy from entering the Cheſapeak 
whilſt we command the acceſs to it — for we ſhould 
have all his convoys and detachments expoſed to our 
attempts. ine e 5 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


THO. GRAVES. 
— — — ——ů— 


A 
Earl Corncoallis to Admiral Graves, dated Port/- 


mouth, Ju 26, 1781. 
SIN, 


1 WAS honoured with your letter of the 12th 
of July, by the Solebay, in which you mention a de- 
fire of having a harbour)ſecured in the Cheſapeak 
for line of battle ſhips. I immediately ordered the 
engineers to examine: Old Point Comfort, and went 
thirher · myſelf with the captains of the navy on this 
ſtation. Vou will receive a copy of the: engineer's 


report, with a ſketch of the peninſula, and the opinion 


of the officers. of the navy relative to the occupying 
and fortifying of that poſt. „ met? 

Ihe Commanderin- chief having Handed to me 
in his letter of the 11th inſtant, that he thought a 
. harbour for line of battle ſnips of fo much 
importance 


\ 


— 


2 — 
— 


. * 


— * 


= 
= — — — — 3 
J ; Ec 
— — — — — — — 
_ — ů ů —— NT 
„ 


* 4 - — — — — = — . 
28 —— 2 ————ů — — — — 


1 8 


= — 


«. - + 


as — — _— — — — — 
— —— — IDE EE——y * , 4 K 
,- — WP” og — — - 6 — — 8 * 
- . — ＋ — 
r 2 2 2. —— N - — 


—— — * 
— 2a. <- ebes — — 


— — 
- — _ 
= — 


82 Correſpondence relative to occupying an 


importance in the Cheſapeak, that he wiſhed me to 
poſſeſs one, even if it ſhould occupy all the force 
at preſent in Virginia; and, as it is our unanimous 
opinion, that Point Comfort will not anſwer the pur- 
poſe, I ſhall immediately ſieze and fortify the poſts 
of York and *Glouceſter, and ſhall be happy art all 
times to concur in any meaſures which may promote 
the convenience and advantage of his Majeſty's navy. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


— — . — —-— 
NUMBER VI. 
Zar Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
York, in Virginia, Auguſt 12, 1 85 8 1. 
SIR, 


I RECEIVED the incloſed letter laſt night from 
Governor Bruere : one to the ſame effect arrived two 


days ago from him, directed to the Commanding 
Officer of the Navy, and was immediately forwarded 


to the Admiral by the officer ſtationed near the Capes. 
I embarked the eightieth regiment in boats, and 


went myſelf on board the Richmond very early in 


the morning of the 29th; but we were ſo unfortu- 
nate in winds as to be four days on our paſſage. 
The eightieth landed on the night of the iſt at Glo- 
ceſter ; and the troops which were in tranfports on 
NO oY the 
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the morning of the 2d at this place. I have ſince 
brought the ſeventy-firſt and the Legion hither, and ll} 
ſent the regiment du Prince Hereditaire to Glouceſter, jj 


The works on the Glouceſter ſide are in ſome for- if 
wardneſs, and I hope in a ſituation to reſiſt a ſud- 1. 
den attack. Brigadier-general O*Hara is haſtening li | 


as much as poſſible the evacuation of Portſmouth : 
as ſoon as he arrives here, I will ſend to New-York 
every man that I can ſpare, conſiſtent with the ſafery j 
and ſubſiſtence of the force in this country. | 
\ 
ö 
| 


I have the honour to be, &c. | 
| CORNWALLIS, 


NUMBER VIL 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cormwallis, dated j 1 | 
| New-York, Auguſt 11, 1781. 9 

[ In Cypher. ] Wil 

[Received Auguſt 16, 1781.] | 


MY LORD, 94 
I AM honoured with your Lordſhip's diſpatches 
| of the 24th and 27th ultimo, which were delivered 
| to me by Captain Stapleton on the iſt inſtant, which 
I ſhall defer anſwering to a ſafer opportunity. 
I have the pleaſure to inform you, that the fleet 
| from Bremer-lehe is this day arrived with two thou- 
| ſand five hundred German. recruits. 
a e I hope 
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| I hope before this meets your Lordſhip you will 
| . ſo far have eſtabliſhed yourſelf on the Williamſburg 
| Neck, as to have been able to embark the troops 
| you can ſpare me for operation here—In which caſe 
I have no doubt Captain Hudſon will have given 
every affiſtance to forward them to us as ſoon. as poſ- 

ſible. And if they are not already failed, I beg that | 
the-Queen's Rangers may be the fecond corps you 

8 ſend me; and that your Lordſhip will pleaſe to re- | 

I collect my wiſh to have ſuch a proportion of General | 

| | 

( 


— wc — —— 


Arnold's boats, and artillery men and ſtores as you 
can ſpare, And as you have three engineers, I beg 
that Lieutenant Sutherland may be ſent to this place, 
as alſo Captain Fage of the artillery. The French 
and rebels ſhewed themſelves the other day in front 

of our lines to the amount of eleven thouſand, 

A man goes from hence throngh the country to 
your Lordſhip with a propoſal to liberate the Con- 
vention troops—for which he ſays he will only want 

a frigate and ſome tranſports to receive them.—Leſt 
any accident ſhould happen to the runner that carries 
this, a duplicate of it is ſent 1 him in cypher. 
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NUMBER VIII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
Tork-town, 16th Auguſt, 1781. 
SIR), 
THIS morning I received your cyphered letter of 
the 11th inſtant, by the runner. | : 
did not imagine that my letter of the 26th July 
would have given your Excellency realon to be ſo 
ſanguine as to hope, that by this time any detach- 
ment could have been made from hence. The eva- 
cuation of Portſmouth has employed one engineer, 
and a number of labourers and artificers ; and with 
every exertion by land and water, I do not expect 
that buſineſs to be completed before the 21ſt or 22d 
inſtant, Since our arrival we have beſtowed our 
whole labour on the Glouceſter ſide; but I do not 
think the works there (after great fatigue to the 
troops) are at preſent, or will be for ſome time to 
come, ſafe againſt a coup de main with leſs than one 
thouſand men. | 
After our experience of the labour and difficulty 
of conſtructing works at this ſeaſon of the year, and 
the plan for fortifying this ſide not being entirely 
ſettled, I cannot at preſent ſay whether I can ſpare 
any troops, or if any, how ſoon, But when the 
garriſon of Portſmouth arrives, and the engineer's 
plan is completed, I ſhall apply to Captain Hudſon 
for a frigate to carry my report of the ſtate of things 
B b here, 
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here, and to bring your Excellency's commands upon 
it. I have received your Excellency's diſpatches of 
the 15th and 26th ult. which I ſhall anſwer by the 
firſt ſafe opportunity. 

I beg that your Excellency will be pleaſed to or- 
der it to be notified to the port of New-York that 
Portſmouth is evacuated, to prevent veſſels going 
into that harbour. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS, 


——— —————— 
NUMBER IX. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
York town, Virginia, 22d Auguſt, 1781. 


SIR, 

PORTSMOUTH having been completely evacu- 
ated without any interruption from the enemy, Ge- 
neral O*Hara arrived here this day with the ſtores 
and troops; and a great number of refugees have 
accompanied him from the counties of Norfolk, Sut- 
folk, and Princeſs Anne. 

The engineer has finiſhed his ſurvey and exami- 
nation of this place, and has propoſed his plan for 
fortifying it ; which appearing judicious, I have ap- 
proved of, and directed to be executed, 


The 
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The works at Glouceſter are now in ſuch forward- 
neſs, that a ſmaller detachment than the preſent gar- 
riſon would be in ſafety againſt a ſudden attack; bu 
I make no alteration there, as I cannot hope that the 
labour of the whole will complete that poſt in leſs 
than five or ſix weeks. 

My experience there of the fatigue and difficulty of 
conſtructing works in this warm ſeaſon, convinces 
me, that all the labour that the troops here will be 
capable of, without ruining their health, will be 
required at leaſt for fix weeks to put the intended 
works at this place in a tolerable ſtate of defence, 
And as your Excellency has been pleaſed to commu- 
nicate to me your intention of re-commencing opera- 
tions in the Cheſapeak about the beginning of Oc- 
tober, I will not venture to take any ſtep that might 
retard the eſtabliſhing of this poſt : but I requeſt 
that your Excellency will be pleaſed to decide whe- 
ther it is more important for your plans that a de- 
tachment of a thouſand or twelve hundred men, 
which I think I can ſpare from every other purpoſe 
bur that of labour, ſhould be ſent to you from 
hence, or that the whole of the troops here ſhould 
be employed in expediting the works. 

My laſt accounts of the enemy were, that the 
Marquis de la Fayette was encamped in the fork of 
the Pamunky and Matapony with his own detach- 
ment of Continentals, a conſiderable body of eigh- 
teen-months men, and two brigades of militia under 

B b Stevens 
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Stevens and T.awſon ; that he had armed four hun. 
dred of the ſeven hundred Virginia priloners lately 
arrived from Charles-town, and expected to be joined 
in a ſhort time by General Smallwood with ſeven 
hundred eighteen-months men from Maryland ; and 
that Generals Wayne and Morgan having returned 
from the other ſide of James river, were likewiſe on 
their march to join him. 

There being only four eighteens and one twenty- 
four pounder here, more heavy guns will be wanted 
for the ſea batteries at this place, and we are likewiſe 
in want of many other artillery and engineer's ſtores, 
the returns of which I take the liberty to incloſe. 

It is proper to mention to your Excellency, that 
you may make your arrangements accordingly, that 
there are only about ſix hundred ſtand of ſpare arms 
in the Cheſapeak ; and that our conſumption of pro- 


viſions is conſiderably increaſed by a number of re- 


fugees lately come to us, and by negroes that are 
employed in different branches of the public ſervice, 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS, 


CO R- 


r - 


CORRESPONDENCYE 


BETWEEN 


Gen. Sir HENRY CLINTON, K. B. 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 


AND 


Lieut. Gen. Earl CORNWALLIS. 


Pp A R 1 


RELATIVE TO TEE DEFENCE OF 
YORK, IN VIRGINIA. 


—— — — ̃ᷓ . — — — 


NUMBERS 
Earl Cornwatlis to Sir [Teary Clinton, R. B. dated 
York-town, in Firginia, 31ſt Tuguſft, 1781. 
[In Cypher. 
8 IX, 
FRENCH ſhip of the line, with two fri- 
gates, and the Loyaliſt, which they have 
taken, lie at the mouth of this river. 
A Lieutenant of the Charon, Who went with an 


eſcort of dragoons to Old Point Comfort, reports, 


that there are hetween thirty and forty ſail within 
the Capes, moſtly ſhips of war, and ſome of them 


very large. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS, 
N U M- 
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NUMBER I. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Ileury Clinton, K. B. dated 
Tork, 1/4 September, 1781. 


[Written in Cypher on a Congreſs Note.] 


AN enemy's fleet within the Capes, between thirty 
and forty thips of war, moſtly large. 


CORNWALLIS. 


——— òAõ— «³ 2 —— 


NUMBER III. 


Ear! Cornwalks to Sir Heury Clinton, K. B. dated 
Tork, in Virginia, ad September, 1781. 
[In Cypber.] 
S 1K, 
COMTE de Graſſe's fleet is within the Capes of | 
the Cheſapeak. Forty boats with troops went up 


James river yefterday ; and four ſhips lie at the en- 
trance of this river. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


N U M- 


Defence of York, in Virginiae 191 


NUMBER IV. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
York-town, Virginia, 4th September, 1781. 


[ In Cypher. ] 


SIR, | 
COMTE de Graſſc's fleet is within the Capes of 
the Cheſapeak. Forty boats with troops went up 
James river on the iſt inſtant, which are landed, as 
Jam informed, at James-city Ifland ; and four ſhips 
lie at the entrance of this river, 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


— —:é—ẽẽ— . 


NUMBER V. 


Earl Cormwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
LDork-toun, in Virginia, 8th Sept. 1781. 


[ In Cypher. ] 


S I R, 

I HAVE made ſeveral attempts to inform your 
Excellency, that the French Weſt-India fleet under 
Monſieur de Graſſe entered the Capes the 29th ult. 
I could not exactly learn their number; they report 

twenty-five 
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twenty-five or twenty-ſix ſail of the line. One of 
ſeventy-four and two of ſixty-four, and one frigate, 
lie at the mouth” of -this river. On the 6th, the 
ſeyenty- -four and, frigate turned down with a contrary 
* ind; and yeſterday i the two others followed. My 
report, "Fate laſt evening, from a point below, which 
commands a view of he capes and bay, ſays, that 
there were within the capes only ſeven ſhips, two of 
which were certainly ſhips of the line, and two fri- 
gates. Firing was ſaid to be heard off the capes the 
night of the 4th, morning and night of the 5th, and 
morning of the 6th, 

The French troops landed at James-town are ſaid 
to be three thouſand eight hundred men; Waſhirg— 
ton is ſaid to be ſhortly expected, and his troops are 
intended to be brought by water from the head of 
Elk under en of the French ſhips. The 
Marquis de la Fayette is at or near Williamſburgh: 
the French Hoops are expected there, but were not 
arrived laſt night, As my works were not in a ſtate 
of defence, 1 have taken a ſtrong poſition out of the 
town. J. am now working hard at the redoubts of 
the place. Proviſions for fix weeks : I will be very 
careful of it. | ; 


- 


1 have the honour to be, &c. 


4% 


\CORNWALLIS, 
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NUMBER VI. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, Sept. 2, 1781. — [In Cypher.) 


[ Triplicate, — Received 15th September. 


MY LORD, 


BY intelligence which I have this day received, it 
would ſeem that Mr. Waſhington is moving an army 
to the ſouthward, with an appearance of haſte, and 
gives out that he expects the co-operation of a con- 
ſiderable French armament. Your Lordſhip, how- 
ever, may be aſſured, that if this ſhould be the caſe, 
[ ſhall either endeavour to reinforce the army under 
your command by all the means within the compaſs 
of my power, or make every poſſible diverſion in 
your favour, 

Captain Stanhope, of his Majeſty's ſhip Pegaſus, 
who has juſt arrived from the Weſt Indies, ſays, 
that on Friday laſt, in lat. 38 deg. about ſixty 
leagues from the coaſt, he was chaſed by eight ſhips 
of the line, which he took to be French, and that 
one of the victuallers he had under his convoy had 
counted upwards of forty ſail more. However, as 
Read-admiral Graves, after being joined by Sir Sa- 
mue] Hood with fourteen coppered ſhips of the line, 
lailed from hence on the 31ſt ult. with a fleet of 

E nineteen 
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nineteen ſail, beides ſome fifty gun ſhips, I flatter 
myſelf you will have little to apprehend from that 
of the French. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


3 CTLINATUN, 


P. S. Waſhington, it is ſaid, was to be at Tren— 
ron this day, and means to go in veſſels to Chriſtian 
Creek; from thence, by head of Elk, down Che- 
ſapeak, in veſſels alſo. If that navigation is not in- 
terrupted, he ſhould go by land from Baltimore. 
Your Lordſhip can beſt judge what time it will re- 
quire—T ſhould ſuppoſe, at leaſt, three weeks from 
Trenton. Waſhington has about four thouſand 
French and two thouſand rebel troops with him. 


| x BY 


September 4. — To this triplicate, and by this 
very uncertain conveyance, I ſhall only add to your 
Lordſhip, that I have had the honour to receive, 
this morning, a duplicate, and, this evening, a tri- 
plicate of your letter of the 31ſt ule, 


H. C. 
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NUMBER VII. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Enrl Cormuallis, dated 
New York, Sept. 6, at Noon, 1781, — [Ia Cypher. ] 


[ Received 16th September. ] 


MY LORD, 

AS I find by your letters that De Grafle has got 
into the Cheſapeak, and I can have no doubt that 
Waſhington is moving with, at leaſt, ſix thouſand 
French and rebel troops againſt you, I think the 
beſt way to relieve you, is to join you, as ſoon as 
poſſible, with all the force that can be ſpared from 
hence, which 1s about four thouſand men. They 
are already embarked, and will proceed the inſtant 
I receive information from the Admiral that we may 
venture, or that from other intelligence the Com- 
modore and I ſhall judge ſufficient to move upon. 

By accounts from Europe, we have every reaſon 
to expect Admiral Digby hourly on the coaſt. 

Commodore Johnſtone has beat a ſuperior French 
fleet at St. Jago, and proceeded the day after for the 
place of his deſtination. 

I beg your Lordſhip will let me know, as ſoon as 
poſſible, your ideas how the troops embarked for the 
Cheſapeak may -be beſt employed for your relief, 
according to the ſtate of circumſtances when you 

Ce 2 recelug 


— — 
— 


noi —— — . — — — 8 2 — 1 
—— — 4 — — — — 


196 Correſpondence? relative to the 


receive this letter. I ſhall not, however, wait to re- 


ceive your anſwer, ſhould I hear, in the mean time, 


that the paſſage is open. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


= TT LINHT ON, 


P. S. I have juſt received your Lordſhip's diſ- 
patch, by the Dundas galley, from Maſter Carey. 


——————— — . 


NUMBER VIII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
York Town, in Virginia, 16th Sept, 1781. 


[ In Cypher. ]. 


SIR, 


I HAVE received your letters of the 2d and 6th, 
The enemy's fleet has returned. Two line of battle 
ſhips, and one frigate, he at the mouth of this river; 


and three or four line of battle ſhips, ſeveral frigates 
and tranſports, went up the Bay on the 12th and 14th. 


I hear Wathington arrived at Williamſburgh on the 
14th. Some of his troops embarked at head of Elk, 
and the others arrived at Baltimore on the 12th. 

If I had no hopes of relief, I would rather riſk 
an action than defend my half-finiſhed works; but 


22'S as 


- 
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as you ſay Digby is hourly expected, and promiſe 
every exertion to aſſiſt me, I do not think myſelf 
juſtified in putting the fate of the war on ſo deſpe- 
rate an attempt. By examining the tranſports with 
care, and turning out uſeleſs mouths, my proviſions 
will laſt a! leaſt ſix weeks from this day, if we can 
preſerve them trom accidents. The cavalry muſt, 
| fear, be all loſt. I am of opinion, that yeu'ean 
do me no effectual ſervice, but: by coming dirextiy 
to this place. 

Lieutenant Conway, of the Cormorant, is juſt ex- 
changed. He aſſures me, that ſince the Rhode 
Iſland ſquadron has joined, they have thirty- ſix fail 
of the line, This place is in no ſtate of defence. 
If you cannot relieve me vety ſoon, You muſt "be 


1 


prepared to hear the worſt. 1 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

CORNWALETIS, 

N U M B E R S :* #- 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cormuallis, dated 
New York, Sept. 24, 1781. — [In Cypher. 


Received September 29, 1781. ] 


MY LORD, 


I WAS honoured yeſterday with your Lordſhip! 5 
letter of the 16th and 17th inſtant, and at a meet. 
ing 


— 


— nn 
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ing of the General and Flag Officers held this day, 
it is determined, that above five thouſand men, rank 
and file, ſhall be embarked on board the King's 
ſhips, and the joint exertions of the navy and army 
made in a few days to relieve you, and afterwards 
co-operate with you. 

The fleet conſiſts of twenty-three ſail of the line, 
three of which are three deckers. There is every 
reaſon to hope we ſtart from hence the 5th October. 
I have received your Lordſhip's letter of the 8th 
inſtant. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


H, CLINTON. 


P. S. Admiral Digby is this moment arrived at 
the Hook, with three fail of the line. | 

At a venture, without knowing whether they can 
be ſeen by us, I requeſt, that if all is well, upon, 
hearing a conſiderable firing towards the entrance of 
the Cheſapeak, three large ſeparate ſmokes may be 
made parallel to it; and, if you poſſeſs the poſt of 
Glouceſter, four. 
I ſhall ſend another runner ſoon, 


H. CLINTON. 


N UM- 
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NUMBER X. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated York- 
Toren in Virginia, September 29, 1581. 10 P. M. 


[ In Cypher. ] 


S$1R, 

I HAVE ventured theſe laſt two days to look 
General Waſhington's whole force in the face in the 
poſition on the outfide of my works, and I have the 
pleaſure to aſſure your Excellency, that -there was 
but one wiſh throughout the whole army, which 
was, that the enemy would advance. 

I have this evening received your letter of the 
24th, which has given me the greateſt ſatisfaction. 
I ſhall retire this night within the works, and have 
no doubt, if relief arrives in any reaſonable time, 
York and Glouceſter will be both in poſſeſſion of 
his Majeſty's troops. 

I believe your Excellency muſt depend more on 
the ſound of our cannon than the ſignal of ſmokes 
for informrtion ; however, I will attempt it on the 
Glouceſter ſide. — Medicines are wanted. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER KI. 


Sir Henry Clinton to Earl Cornwallis, dated New: 
Zork, September 25, 1781. 


Duplicate, — in Cypher. — Received October 2.] 


MY LORD, 


MI letter of yeſterday will have informed your 
Lordfh: ip of the number of ſhips and troops we can 
bring with us. — It is ſuppoſed the neceſſary repairs 
of the fleet will detain us here to the 5th of Octo- 
ber; and your Lordſhip muſt be ſenſible that unfore- 
ſeen accidents may lengthen it out a day or two 
longer; I therefore intreat you to loſe no time in 
letting me know by the bearer your real ſituation, 
and your opinion how upon our arrival we can beſt 
act to form a junction with you, together with the 
exact ſtrength of the enemy's fleet, and what part of 
the Cheſapeak they appear to be moſt jealous of. 


I have the honour to be, &c. bs 


H. © L 1 NT 0 N. 
5. 8. As your Lordſhip muſt have: better intelli- 
gence than we can poſſibly have, I requeſt. you will 
ſend a truſty perſon to each of the capes, about the 
7th 


«+ 4 v» 
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7th of next month, with every information re- 
ſpecting the force and ſituation of the enemy, you 
may judge neceſſary, and directions to continue there 
until our arrival, when ſmall veſſels will be ſent to 
bring off any perſon they may find there. 


— — IN — I ᷣ— 
NUMBER XII. 


Ear Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, dated Yaork- 
Town, Virginia, October 3, 1781. 


[In Cypher. } 


SIR, 


I RECEIVED your letter of the 24th of Septem- 
ber Jaſt night. The enemy are encamped about two 
miles from us. On the night of the 3oth of Septem- 
ber they broke ground, and made two redoubts 
about eleven hundred yards from our works, 
which, with ſome works that had been con- 
ſtructed to ſecure our exterior poſition occupy a 
gorge between two creeks which nearly embrace this 
poſt, They have finiſhed theſe redoubts, and I ex- 
pect they will go on with their works this night. 
From the time that the enemy have given us, and 
the uncommon exertions of the troops, our works 
are in a better ſtate of defence than we had reaſon 
to hope, 


1 I can 


TIS) * \ : a ! 
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I can ſee no means of forming a junction 94 me 
but by York river, and I do not think that any di- 
vetſion would be of uſe to us. Our accounts of 
the ſtrength of the French fleet have in general been, 


that they were thirty-five or thirty-ſix ſail of the line, 


they have frequently changed their poſition; two 
ſhips of the line- and one frigate lie at the mouth cf 
this river; and our laſt accounts were, that the, body 


of 'the fleet lay between the tail of the Horſe ſhoe and 
Vork ſpit, And it is likewiſe ſaid, that four line of 
battle ſhips lay a few days ago in Hampton road. 


1 ſee little chance of my being able to ſend perſons 
to wait for you at the capes, but I will if poſſible. 


I have the mace to be, &c. 


1 CORNWALLIS. 


— ä — 


NUMBER XIII. 


Sir Henry Clinion to Earl Cornwallis, dated New-York, 


September 30, 178 1. 
Duplicate, — in Cypher.) 
N October 10, from Major Cockran.] 
MY LORD, 


YOUR Lordſhip may be aſſured that I am doing 
eyery thing in my power to relieve you by a direct 


move, 


Defence of York, in Virginia. 203 


move, and J have reaſon to hope, from the aſſurances 
given me this day by Admiral Graves, that we may 
paſs the bar by the 12th of October, if the winds 
permit, and no unforeſeen accident happens : this, 
however, is ſubject to diſappointment, wherefore, if 
I hear from you, your wiſhes will of courſe direct 
me, and I ſhall perſiſt in my idea of a direct move, 
even to the middle of November, ſhould it be your 
Lordſhip's opinion that you can hold out ſo long; 
but if, when J hear from you, you tell me that you 
cannot, and I am without hopes of, arriving in time 
to ſuccour you by a direct move, I will immediately 
make an attempt upon Philadelphia by land, giving 
you notice, if poſſible, of my intention, If this ſhould 
draw any part of Waſhington's force from you, it 
may poſſibly give you an opportunity of doing ſome- 
thing to ſave your army ; of which, however, you 
can beſt judge from being upon the ſpot. 


T have the honour to be, &c. 


H. CLINTON. 
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NUMBER XIV. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated 
York-Town, Virginia, October 11, 11481. — 12 M. 


In Cypher.] 


S IR, | 
COCHRAN kw yeſterday. I have only to 
repeat what I ſaid in my letter of the 3d, that nothing 
but a direct move to York river, which includes a 


ſucceſstul naval action, can fave me. The enemy 


made their firſt parallel on the night of the 6th, at 
the diſtance of fix hundred yards, and have perfected 
it, and conſtructed places of arms and batteries, with 
great regularity and caution. On the evening of the 
qth their batteries opened, and have ſince continued 
firing without intermiſſion, with about forty pieces 
of cannon, moſtly heavy, and ſixteen mortars, from 
eight to ſixtecn inches. We have loft about ſeventy 
men, and many of our works are conſiderably da- 
maged ; with ſuch works on diſadvantageous ground, 
againſt ſo powerful an attack we cannot ** to 
make a n long wer. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 
P. S. Since 
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P. S. — Oct. 11, 5 P. M. — Since my letter was 


written, we have loſt thirty men. 

ON. 12, — 7 P. M. Laſt night che enemy wege 
their ſecond parallel at the diſtance of three hund, ed 
yards. 

We continue to loſe men very fal. 


—— wE. rr. 


NUMBELE HE +: 5 
Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated Y, ork- 
Town, Ofteb:r 15, 1781. 


[ In Cypher. 
SIR, 


I. AS T evening the enemy carried my two ad- 
vanced redoubts on the left by ſtorm, and during 
the night have included them in their ſecond pa- 
rallel, which they are at preſent buſy in perfecting. 
My ſituation now becomes very critical; we dare not 
ſnew a gun to their old batteries, and I expect that 
their new ones will open to- morrow morning; expe- 
rience has ſhewn that our freſh earthen works do not 
reſiſt their powerful artillery, ſo that we ſhall ſoon be 
expoſed to an aſſault in ruined works, in a bad po- 
ſition, and with weakened numbers. The ſafety. of 
the place is, therefore, ſo precarious, that I cannot 
recommend that the fleet and army ſhould run great 
riſque in endeavouring to ſave us. | 


TI have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 
NUMBER 
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NUMBE R XVI. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, X. B. dated York- 
. Town, Firgina, October 20, 1781. | 


2 & 4 Gag | 
I have the mrtification to inform yout Excellency 
that I Have been forced to give up the poſts of York 
and Glouceſter, and to ſurrender the troops under 
my command, by capitulation on the the 19th inſt. 
as priſoners of war to the combined forces of Ame- 
rica and France. 

I never ſaw this poſt in a very favourable light, 
but when J found I was to be attacked in it in fo 
unprepared a ſtate, by ſo powerful an army and 
artillery, nothing but the hopes of relief would have 
induced me to attempt its defence; for I would 
either have endeavoured to eſcape to New-York, by 
rapid marches from the Glouceſter fide, immediately 
on the arrival of General Waſhington's troops at 
Wiltiamſburgh, or I would notwithſtanding the diſpa- 
rity of numbers have attacked them in the open field, 
where it might have been juſt poſſible that fortune 
would have favoured the gallantry of the handful of 
troops under my command: but being aſſured by your 
Excellency's letters, that every poſſible means would 
be tried by the navy and army to relieve us, I-could 
not think myſelf at liberty to venture upon eithe 
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of thoſe deſperate attempts; therefore, after remain- 
ing for two days in a ſtrong poſition in front of this 
place, .in hopes of being attacked, upon obſerving 
that the enemy were taking meaſures, which could 
not. fail of turning my left flank in a ſhort time, and 
receiving on the ſecond evening your letter of the 
24th of September, informing that the relief would 
fail about the gth of October, I withdrew within the 
works on the night of the 29th of September, hoping 
by the labour and firmneſs of the ſoldiers, to pro- 


tract the defence until you could arrive. Every thing 


was to be expected from the ſpirit of the troops, but 
eyery, diſadvantage attended their labour, as the works 
were to be continued under the enemy's fire, and our 
ſtock of intrenching tools, which did not much ex- 
ceed four hundred, when we began to york in the 
latter end of Auguſt, was now much diminiſhed. 
The enemy broke ground on the night of the 
3oth, and conſtructed on that night, and the two 
following days and nights, two redoubts, which, 
with ſame works that had belonged to our outward 
polition, occupied a gorge between, wo creeks or 
ravines, which come from the river on each ſide of 
the town. On the night of the 6th of October they 
made their firſt parallel, extending from its right on 
the river to a deep ravine on the left, nearly oppoſite 
to the center of this place, and embracing our whole 
left at the diſtance of ſix hundred yards. Having 
perfected this parallel, their batteries opened on the 
4 evening 
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evening of the gth, againſt our left, and other bat- 
teries fired at the ſame time againſt a redoubt, ad- 
vanced over the Creek upon our right, and defended 
by about one hundred and twenty men of the 23d 
regiment and marines, who maintained that poſt with 
uncommon gallantry. The fire continued inceflant 
from heavy cannon and from mortars and howitzes, 
throwing ſhells from eight to ſixteen inches, until 
all our guns on the left were ſilenced, our work 
much damaged, and our loſs of men conſiderable, 
On the night of the 11th they began their ſecond 
parallel, about three hundred yards nearer to us; 
the troops being niuch weakened by ſickneſs as well 
as by the fire of the beſiegers, and obſerving that 
the enemy had not only ſecured their flanks, but 
proceeded in every reſpect with the utmoſt regularity 
and caution, I could not venture fo large ſorties, 
as to hope from them any conſiderable effect; but 
otherwiſe, i did every thing in my power to interrupt 
this work, by opening new embrazures for guns, 
and keeping up a conſtant fire with all the howitzes 
and ſmall mortars that we could man. On the evening 
of the 14th, they aſſaulted and carried two redoubts 
that had been advanced about three hundred yards 
for the purpoſe of delaying their approaches, and 
covering our left flank, and during the night in- 
cluded them in their ſecond parallel, on which they 
continued to work with the utmoſt exertion. Being 
perfectly ſenſible that our works could not ſtand many 
| hours 


| 
8 
/ 
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hours after the opening of the batteries of that pa- 
rallel, we not only continued a conſtant fire with all 
our mortars, and every gun that could be brought 
to bear upon it, but a little before day break on the 
morning of the 16th, I ordered a ſortie of about 
three hundred and fifty men under the direction of 
Lieutenant - colonel Abercrombie to attack two bat- 
terigs, which appeared to be in the greateſt forward- 
neſs, and to ſpike the guns. A detachment of guards 
with the eightieth company of Grenadiers, under the 
command of Lievtenant-colonel Lake attacked the 
one, and one of Light Infantry under the command 
of Major Armſtrong attacked the other, and both 
ſucceeded by forcing the redoubts that covered them, 
Jpiking eleven guns, and killing or wounding about 
one hundred of the French troops, who had the 
guard of that part of the trenches, and with little 
lois on our fide. This action, though extremely 
honourable to the officers and ſoldiers who executed 
it, proved of little public advantage, for the can- 
non having been ſpiked in a hurry, were ſoon ren- 
deted fit for ſervice again, and before dark the whole 
parallel and batteries appeared to be nearly cõm- 
plete. At this time we knew that there was no part 
of the whole front attacked, on which we could 
ſhow a ſingle gun, and our ſhells were nearly expend- 
ed; I therefore had only to chuſe between preparing 
to ſurrender next day, or endeavouring to get off 
with the greateſt part of the troops; and I deter- 

E e mined 
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mined to attempt the latter, reflecting that though 
it ſhould prove unſucceſsful in its immediate object, 
it might at leaſt delay the enemy in the proſecution of 
further enterprizes : fixteen large boats were prepared, 
and upon other pretexts were ordered to be in readi. 
neſs to receive troops preciſely at ten o'clock. With 
theſe I hoped to paſs the infantry during the night, 
abandoning our baggage, and leaving a detachment 
to capitulate for the town's people, and the ſick and 
wounded ; on which ſubject a letter was ready to be 
delivered to General Waſhington, After making my 
arrangements with the utmoſt ſecrecy, the Light 


Infantry, greateſt part of the Guards, and part of 


the twenty-third. regiment landed at Glouceſter 
but at this critical moment, the weather from being 
moderate and calm, changed to a moſt violent ſto-m 
of wind and rain, and drove all the boats, ſome of 
which had troops on board, down the river. It was 
toon evident that the intended paſſage was imprac- 
ticable, and the abſence of the boats rendered it 
equally impoſlible to bring back the troops that had 
paſſed ; which I had ordered about two in the morn- 
ing. In this ſituation, with my little force divided, 
the enemy's batteries opened at day break; the pal- 
ſage between this place and Glouceſter was much ex- 
poſed, but the boats having now returned, they were 
ordered to bring back the troops that had paſſed 
during the night, and they joined us in the forenoon 


without much loſs. Our works in the mean time 
were 
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were going to ruin, and not having been able to 
ſtrengthen them by abbatis, nor in any other manner 
but by a light fraizing which the enemy's artillery 
were demoliſhing wherever they fired, my opinion 
entirely coincided with that of the engineer and prin- 
cipal officers of the army, that they were in many 
places aflailable in the forenoon, and that by the 
continuence of the ſame fire for a few hours longer, 
they would be in ſuch a ſtate as to render it deſperate 
with our numbers to attempt to maintain them. We 
at that time could not fire a ſingle gun, only one 
eight-inch and little more than an hundred cohorn 
ſhclls remained; a diverſion by the French ſhips of 


er; Wl war that lay at the mouth of York-river, was to 
"> be expected. Our numbers had been diminiſhed by 
dm Wl the enemy's fire, but particularly by ſickneſs, and 
: of the ſtrength and ſpirits of thoſe in the works were 
es WW much exhauſted by the fatigue of conſtant watching 
#4 and unremitting duty. Under all theſe circum- 
d 1 


ſtances, I thought it would have been wanton and 
inhuman to the laſt degree to ſacrifice the lives of 
this ſmall body of gallant ſoldiers, who had ever 
behaved with ſo much fidelity and courage, by ex- 
poling them to an aſſault, which from the numbers 
and precautions of the enemy could not fail to ſuc- 
ceed, I therefore propoſed to capitulate, and I have 
the honour to incloſe to your Excellency the copy 
of the correſpondence between General Waſhington 
and me on that ſubject, and the terms of capitula- 

Le 3 tion 
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tion agreed upon. I ſincerely lament that better 
could nat be obtained, but I have neglected nothing 
in my power to alleviate the misfortune and diſtreſs 
of both officers and ſoldiers. The men are well 
cloathed and provided with neceſſaries, and I truft 
will be regularly ſupplied by the means of the offi— 
cers that are permitted to remain with them. The 
treatment, in general, that we have received from 
the enemy ſince our ſurrender, has been perfectly 
good and proper ; but the kindneſs and attention 
that has been ſhewn to us by the French officers in 
particular, their delicate ſenfibility of our ſituation, 
their generous and preſſing offer of money both public 
and private, to any amount, has really gone beyond 
what I can poſſibly deſcribe, and will, I hope, make 
an impreſſion on the brealt of every Britiſh officer, 
whenever the fortune of war ſhould put any of them 


into our power. 


Although the event has been ſo unfortunate, the 
patience of the ſoldiers in bearing the greateſt fati- 
gues, and their firmneſs and intrepidity under a pet 
ſevering fire of ſhot and ſhells, that I believe has not 
often been exceeded, deſerved the higheſt admiration 
and praiſe, A ſucceſsful defence, however, in out 
ſituation was perbaps impoſſible, for the place could 
only, be reckoned an intrenched camp, ſubject in 
moſt places to enfilade, and the ground in general 
ſo diſadvantageous, that nothing but the neceſſij 
of fortifying it as a poſt to protect the navy, could 

have 


Defence of Tork, in Virginia. 213 


have induced any perſon to erect works upon it. 
Our force diminiſhed daily by ſickneſs and other 
loſſes, and was reduced when we offered to capitu- 
late on this fide to little more than three thouſand 
two hundred rank and file fit for duty, including 
officers, ſervants, and artificers; and at Glouceſter 
about fix hundred, including cavalry. The enemy's 
army conſiſted of upwards of eight thouſand French, 
nearly as many continentals, and five thouſand mi- 
litia. They brought an immenſe train of heavy ar- 
tillery, moſt amply furniſhed with ammunition, and 
perfectly well manned. 

The conſtant and univerſal chearfulneſs and fpirit 
of the officers in all hardſhips and danger, deſerve 
my warmeſt acknowledgments; and I have been 
particularly indebted to Brigadier-general O*Hara, 
and to Lieutenant-colonel Avercrombie, the former 
commanding on the right and the latter on the left, 
for their attention and exertion on every occaſion. 
The detachment of the twenty-third regiment of 
Marines in the redoubt on the right, commanded by 
Captain Apthorpe, and the ſubſequent detachments 
commanded by Lieutenant- colonel Johnſon, deſerve 
particular commendation. Captain Rochfort who 
commanded the artillery, and indeed every officer and 
ſoldier of that diſtipguiſhed corps; and Lieutenant 
Sutherland the commanding Engineer have merited 
in every reſpect my higheſt approbation; and I 
cannot ſufficiently acknowledge my obligations to 

4 Captain 
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Captain Symonds, who commanded his Majeſty's 
ſhips, and to the other officers and ſeamen of the 
navy for their active and zealous co-operation. 

I tranſmit returns of our killed and wounded, 
the loſs of ſeamen and towns people was likewiſe 
conſiderable. 

I truſt that your Excellency will pleaſe to haſten 
the return of the Bonetta, after landing her paſſen- 
gers, in compliance with the article of capitulation. 

Lieuteuant-colonel Abercrombie will have the 
honour to deliver this diſpatch, and is well qualified 
to explain to your Excellency every particular re- 
Jating to our paſt and preſent ſituation, 


] have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


Incloſed in No. XVI. 


Copy of Earl Cornwallis's Letter to General Waſhington, 
dated York, in Virginia, October 17th, 1781, 


SIR, 

I PROPOSE a ceſſation of hoſtilities for twenty 
four hours, and that two officers may be appointed 
by each fide, to meet at Mr. Moore's houſe, to ſettle 
terms for the ſurrender of the poſts of Tork and 
Glouceſter, ö 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLTS. 


In- 
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Incloſed in No. XVI. 


Copy of General Waſhington's Letter to Earl Cornwallis, 
dated Camp before York, 17th Oftober, 1781. 


MY LORD, 

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your Lord- 
ſhip's letter of this date. 

An ardent deſire to ſpare the further effuſion of 
blood, will readily incline me to liſten to ſuch terms, 
for the ſurrender of your poſts and garriſons at York 
and Glouceſter as are admiſſible. 

I wiſh, previous to the meeting of Commiſſioners, 
that your Lordſhip's propoſals, in writing, may be 
ſent to the American lines; for which purpoſe, 2 
ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, during two hours from the 
delivery of this letter, will be granted. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


G. WASHINGTON. 


Incloſed in No. XVI. 


Copy of Earl Corneoallis's Letter to General Waſhington, 
dated York, in Virginia, 174 Of. 1781. Half paſt 
Four, P, M. | 


S I R, 
I HAVE this moment been honoured with your 


Excellency's letter, dated this day. 
The 
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The time limited for ſending my anſwer will not ad- 


mit of entering into the detail of articles; but the baſis 


of my propoſals will be, that the garriſons of York 
and Glouceſter ſhall be priſoners of war, with the cuſ. 
tomary honours. And, for the conveniency of the 
individuals which I have the honour to command, 
that the Britiſh ſhall be ſent to Britain, and the 
Germans to Germany, under engagement. not to 
ſerve againſt France, America, or their allies, un- 


ul relealed or regularly exchanged. That all arms 


and public ſtores ſhall be delivered up to you ; but 
that the uſual indulgence of ſide- arms to officers, 


and of retaining private property, ſhall be granted 
to officers and ſoldiers, and that the intereſt of ſe- 


- yeral individuals, in civil capacities and connected 


with us, ſhall be attended to. 


If your Excellency thinks that a continuance of 
the {ulpenſion of hoſtilities will be neceſſary, to tranſ- 
mit your anſwer, I ſhall have no objection to the 
hour that you may propoſe. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


CORNWALLIS. 


Incloſed 


f 


E 
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Incloſed in No, XVI. 


Copy of General Waſhington's Letter to Earl Cormwallis, 
dated, Camp before York, 18th Oftober, 1781. 


MV LORD, 


TO avoid unneceſſary diſcuſſions and delays, I 
ſhall at once, in anſwer to your Lordſhip's letter of 
yeſterday, declare the general baſis upon which a 
definitive treaty of capitulation may take place. 

The garriſons of York and Glouceſter, including 
the ſeamen, as you propoſe, ſhall be received priſo- 
ners of war. The condition annexed of ſending 
the Britiſh and German troops to the parts of Europe 
to which they reſpectively belong, is inadmiſſible. 
Inſtead of this, they will be marched to ſuch parts 
of the country as can moſt conveniently provide for 
their ſubſiſtence, and the benevolent treatment of 
the priſoners, which is invariably obſerved by the 
Americans, will be extended to them. The fame ho- 
nours will be granted to the ſurrendering army as 
were granted to the garriton of Charles-town, 

The ſhipping and boats in the two harbours, with 
all their guns, ſtores, tackling, furniture, and apparel, 


| ſhall be delivered, in their preſent ſtate, to an officer 


of the navy, appointed to take poſſeſſion of them. 
The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military cheſt, 
and public ſtores of every denomination, ſhall be 
delivered unimpaired to the heads of the departments 
to which they reſpectively belong. 
Ff The 
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The officers ſhall be indulged in retaining their 
fide-arms, and the officers and ſoldiers may preſerve 
their baggage and effects, with this reſerve, that 
property taken in the country will be reclaimed. 

With regard to the individuals in civil capacities, 
whole ids your Lordſhip wiſhes may be attended 
to, until they are more particularly deſcribed, no- 
thing definitive can be ſettled. 

I have to add, that I expect the ſick and wounded 
will be ſupplied with their own hoſpital ſtores, and 
be attended by Britiſh ſurgeons, particularly charged 
with the care of them, | 

Your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to fignify your de- 
termination, either to accept or reject the propoſals 
now offered, in the courſe of two hours from the 
delivery of this letter, that Commiſſioners may be 
appointed to digeſt the articles of capitulation, or 
a renewal of hoſtilities may take place. 


I have the honour to be, & c. 


G. WASHINGTON, 


Incloſed in No. XVI. 


Copy of Earl Cornwallis's Letter to General Waſvington, 
dated Yark in Virginia, 18th October, 1781. 


SIX, 


IAGREE to open a treaty of capitulation upon 
Gs baſis of the garriſons of York and Glouceſter, 
including 
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including ſeamen, being priſoners of war, without 
annexing the condition of their being ſent to Europe; 
but I expect to receive a compenſation in the articles 
of capitulation for the ſurrender of Glouceſter in its 
preſent ſtate of defence. 

I ſhall, in particular, deſire, that the Bonetta ſloop 
of war may be left entirely at my diſpoſal, from the 
hour that the capitulation is ſigned, to receive an Aid- 
de- camp to carry my diſpatches to Sir Henry Clinton. 
Such ſoldiers as I-may think proper to ſend as paſ- 
ſengers in her, to be manned with fifty men of her 
own crew, and to be permitted to fail without exa- 
mination, when my diſpatches are ready : engaging, 
on my part, that the ſhip ſhall be brought back and 
delivered to you, if ſhe eſcapes the dangers of the 
ſea, that the crew and ſoldiers ſhall be accounted for 
in future exchanges, that ſhe ſhall carry off no officer 
without your conſent, nor public property of any 
kind ; and I ſhall likewiſe deſire, that the traders and 
inhabitants may preſerve their property, and that no 
perſon may be puniſhed or moleſted for having joined 
the Britiſh troops. 

If you chooſe to proceed to negociation on theſe 
grounds, I ſhall appoint two field officers of my army 
to meet two officers from you, at any time and 
place that you think proper, to digeſt the articles of 
capitulation. | 

I have the. honour to be, &c. 
'- * " CORNWAELTNS, 
Incloſed 
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ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION, 
SETTLED between his Excellency General Waſhington, 


Commander in Chief of the combined forces of America 


and France — his Excellency the Count de Rochambeau, 


Licutenant General of the armies of the King of France, 
Great Croſs of the royal and military order of St. Louis, 
commanding the auxiliary troops of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty in America; and his Excellency the Count de 
Grafle, Lieutenant-general of the naval armies of his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Commander of the order of St. 
Louis, Commander in Chief of the naval army of 
France in the Cheſapeak, on the one part; and the Right 


| Honourable Earl Cornwallis, Licutenant-general of his 


Britannic Majeſty's forces, commanding the garriſons of 
York and Glouceſter ; and Thomas Symonds, Eſq. com- 
manding his Britannic Majeſty's naval forces in York 
river, in Virginia, on the other part. 


CRISS & 


The garriſons of York and Glouceſter, including 


the officers and ſeamen of his Britannic Majeſty's 
ſhips, as well as other mariners, to furrender. them- 
ſelves priſoners of war to the combined forces of 
America and France, The land troops to remain 
priſoners to the United States the navy to the naval 
army of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. 


Granted. | 
ARTICLE 


L 
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Arie! 


The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military cheſt, 
and public ſtores of every denomination, ſhall be de- 
livered unimpaired to the heads of departments ap- 
pointed to receive them. 


Granted. | 
ARTICLE: N 


At twelve o'clock this day the two redoubts on 
the left Rank of York to be delivered, the one to a 
detachment of American infantry, the other to a de- 
tachment of French grenadiers. 

Granted, 


The garrifon of York will march out to a place to 
be appointed in front of the poſts, at two o'chock 
preciſely, with ſhouldered arms, colours. caſed, and 
drums beating a Britiſh or German march. They 
are then to ground their arms, and return to their 
encampments, where they will remain until they are 
diſpatched to the places of their deſtination. T'wo 
works on the Glouceſter fide will be delivered at one 
o'clock to a detachment of French and American 
troops appointed to poſſeſs them. The garriſon 


will march out at three o'clock in the afternoon ; 


the cavalry with their ſwords drawn, trumpets ſoun- 
ding, and the infantry in the manner preſcribed for 
the garriſon of York. They are likewiſe to re- 


turn to their encampments until they can be finally 
marched off, 
AR T ICLE 


— T — 
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ARTIGCHS . 


Officers are to retain their ſide- arms. Both officers 
and ſoldiers to keep their private property of every 
kind ; and no part cf their baggage or papers to 
be at any time ſubject to ſearch or inſpection. The 
baggage and papers of officers and ſoldiers taken 
during the ſiege to be likewiſe preſerved for them. 


.. Granted. 


It is underſtood that any property obviouſly be- 
longing to the inhabitants of theſe States in the 
poſſeſſion of the garriſon, ſhall be ſubject to be re- 
claimed, 

AL TICHSE OT. 

The ſoldiers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, or 
Pennſylvania, and as much by regiments as poſſible, 
and ſupplied with the ſame rations of proviſions as 
are allowed to ſoldiers in the ſervice of America, A 
field officer from each nation, to wit, Britiſh, An- 
ſpach, and Heſſian, and other officers on parole, in 
the proportion of one to fifty men, to be allowed to 
reſide near their refpective regiments, to viſit them 
frequently, and be witneſſes of their treatment, and 
that their officers may receive and deliver cloathing 
and other neceſſaries for them, for which poten 
are to he granted when applied for. 15 

Granted. | 


ARTICLE 


wo 
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ARTICLE VI. 


The General, Staff, and other officers not em- 
ployed, as mentioned in the above articles, and who 
chooſe it, to be permitted to go on parole to Europe, 
to New-York, or to any other American maritime 
poſts at preſent in the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh forces, 
at their own option, and proper veſſels to be granted 
by the Count de Graffe to carry them under flags of 
truce to New-York within ten days from this date, 
if poſſible, and they to reſide in a diſtrict to be 
agreed upon hereafter, until they embark. 

The officers of the civil department of the army 
and navy to be included in this article, Paſſports 
to go by land to be granted to thoſe to whom veſſels 
cannot be furniſhed. 


Granted. 


ARTICLE VII. 


Officers to be allowed to keep ſoldiers as ſervants, 
according to the common practice of the , ſervice. 
Servants not ſoldiers are not to be conſidered as pri- 
ſoners, and are to be allowed to attend their maſters. 


. Granted. 


"AR TI LE VOL 


The Bonetta ſloop of war to be equipped, and na- 
vigated by its preſent Captain and crew, and left en- 
4 tirely 
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tirely at the diſpoſal of Lord Cornwallis from the 
hour that the capitulation is ſigned, to receive an Aid 
de Cawp to carry diſpatches to Sir Henry Clinton ; 
and ſuch ſoldiers as he may think proper to ſend to 
New-York, to be permitted to ſail without exami-. 
nation, When his diſpatches are ready, his Lord- 
ſhip engages on his part that the ſhip ſhall be deli- 
vered to the order of the Count ce Grafle, if ſhe 
eſcapes the dangers of the ſea. That ſhe ſhall not 
carry off any public ſtores. Any part of the crew 
that may be deficient on her return, and the ſoldiers 
paſſengers, to be accounted for on her delivery. 


ARTICLE. K. 


The traders are to preſerve their property, and to 
be allowed three months to diſpoſe of or remove 
them; and thoſe traders are not to be conſidered as 
priſoners of war, Es: 


The traders will be allowed tu diſpoſe of their 
effects, the allied army having the right of pre- 
emption. The traders to be conſidered as priſoners 
of war upon parole. 


ARTICLE NY. 


Natives or inhabitants of different parts of this 
country at preſent in York or Glouceſter, are not to 
be puniſhed on account of having joined the Britiſh 


army. | 
This 


Defence of York, in Virginia. 225 


This article cannot be aſſented to, being ore 
of civil reſort. 


ARTICLE.XL 


Proper hoſpitals to be furniſhed for the fick and 
wounded. They are to be attended by their own 
ſurgeons on parole ; and they are to be furniſhed 
with medicines and ſtores from the American hoſ- 
pitals. 


The hoſpital ſtores now in York and Glouceſter 
ſhall be delivered for the uſe of the Britiſh ſick and 
wounded, Paſſports will be granted for procuring 
them further ſupplies from New-York, as occaſion 
may require ; and proper hoſpitals will be furniſhed 
for the reception of the lick and wounded of the 


two garriſons, 


ARTICLE XII. 


Waggons to be furniſhed to carry the baggage of 
the officers attending the ſoldiers, and to ſurgeons 
when travelling on account of the fick, attending the 
hoſpitals at public expence. 


They are to be furniſhed if poſſible, 


ARTICLE XIII. 


The ſhipping and boats in the two harbours, with 
all their ſtores, guns, tackling and apparel, ſhall be 
delivered up in their preſent ſtare to an officer: of the 

G g navy 


— —— 
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navy appointed to take poſſeſſion of them, previouſly 


unloading the private property, part of which had 
been on board for ſecurity during the ſiege, 


Granted. 


ARLIIJICLE XIV. 


No article of capitulation to be infringed on pre- 
tence of repriſals; and if there be any doubtful ex- 
preſſions in it, they are to be interpreted according 
to the common meaning and acceptation of the 
words. 


Granted. 


Done at Vork- town, in Virginia, October 19, 
1781. 
CORNWALLIS. 
THOS. SYMONDS. 


Done in the trenches before York-town, in Vir- 
ginia, October 19, 1781. 


G. WASHINGTON, 


Le Comte de ROCHAMBEAU. 
Le Comte de BARRAS, 
En mon nom & celui du 


Comte de GRASSE. 


N U M- 
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NUMBER XVII. 


Sir Henry Clinton, to Earl Cornwallis, dated New- 
York, November 30th, 1781. 


MY LORD, | 

AFTER the converſation I had with your Lordſhip 
(before I ſent your letter to be publiſhed) in which 
we ſeemed ſo perfectly to agree, I muſt beg your 
Lordſhip's pardon for again troubling you on the ſub- 
ject; but being informed, perhaps officiouſly, that 
ſome people here ſuppoſe there are paſſages in that 
letter which convey an idea, that you had been com- 
pelled by my orders to take the poſt of Vork, though 
it was not your own preference; that you had repre- 
ſented the defects of the ground, and were detained 
there contrary to your own judgement ; and likewiſe 
that I had promiſed the exertions of the navy before 
my letter of the 24th of September : I am perſuaded 
your Lordſhip will readily excuſe my requeſting a 
more formal avowal of your ſentiments, left I ſhould 
have then miſtaken them ; becauſe if that ſhould un- 
fortunately be the caſe, I may perhaps be under the 


neceſſity of taking meaſures to obviate your letter 


being viewed in the ſame light in England. 
I have the honour to be, &c, 


H. e 


G g 2 NU M- 
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NUMBER XVIII. 


Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated New- 
York, 2d December, 1781. 


S IR, 


YESTERDAY afternoon I was honoured with 
your Excellency's letter dated the 3oth November, 

I do not recollect that any converſation paſſed be- 
tween us the other day, before the publication of my 
letter, relative to my reaſons for taking poſſeſſion of 
the poſts of York and Glouceſter ; but in my anſwer 
to your diſpatches, dated the 8th and 11th July, 
directing me ſo 'pofitively to poſſeſs a harbour in 
the Cheſapeak for line of battle ſhips, your Ex- 
cellency will ſce, that after finding that works on 
Point Comfort could not protect a naval force in 
Hampton Road, I thought that I acted in ſtrict obe- 
dience to your orders by taking poſſeſſion of theſe 
poſts. I thought it unneceſſary to. enter into a mi- 
nute detail of the diſadvantages of the ground, either 
on my firſt examination of it in the month of June, 
or on my return to it in Auguſt ; becauſe on the firſt 
occaſion, as I have already had the honour of explain- 
ing to your Excellency, I did not, after ſeeing it, en- 
tertain, for a moment, an idea of occupying it, not 
thinking myſelf at liberty, by the inſtructions under 
which I then acted, to detain the greateſt part of the 
force in Virginia for the purpoſe of ſecuring a harbour 

for 
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for ſhips of the line ; and on my return to it in Auguſt 
thought it then became my duty to make the beſt 
of it I could, having no other harbour to propoſe in 
its place. 

In regard to the promiſe of the exertions of the 
navy previous to your letter of the 24th of September, 
I can only repeat what I had the honour of ſaying to 
your Excellency in the converſation to which you al- 
jude, that without any particular engagements for the 
navy before that date, all your letters held out uni- 
formly hopes of relief, and that I had no reaſon from 
any of them to ſuppoſe that you had loſt fight of the 
poſſibility of effeCting it ; and that under theſe hopes, 
after ſerious reflection, I did not think that it would 
have been juſtifiable in me to abandon theſe poſts with 
our numerous fick, artillery, ſtores, and ſhipping; or 
to riſk an action which, in all probability, would, in 
in its conſequences, have precipitated the loſs of them. 
My letter from York, dated the 2oth of October, 
was written under great agitation. of mind, and in 
great hurry, being conſtantly interrupted by numbers 
of people coming upon buſineſs or ceremony; but 
my intention in writing that letter was to explain the 
motives that influenced my own conduct, and to 


narrate the incidents that preceded the extremity that 
forced us to ſurrender. | 


] have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


N U M- 
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NUMBER XIX 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, December 2, 1781. 


MY LORD, 


AS your Lordſhip is pleaſed, in your letter of 
this day, to revert to the circumſtance of your quit- 
ting the Willtamſburg-neck, and re-paſling the James. 
river, ſo contrary to the intentions I wiſhed to expreſs 
in my letters of the 11th and 15th Junc, and thoſe 
referred to by them, and which I thought they would 
have clearly explained, your Lordſhip will, I hope, 


have the goodneſs to forgive me, if I once more re- 


peat, that I am of opinion, if thoſe letters had been 
properly underſtood by your Lord{hip, you would 
at leaſt have heſitated before you adopted that mea- 
fare, For I humbly preſume, that it will appear upon 
a re-peruſal of them, that it was my deſire to recom- 
mend to your Lordſhip the taking a healthy defen- 
ſive ſtation, either at Williamſburg or York; and, 
after keeping what troops you might want for the 
ample defence of ſuch a poſt, and deſultory move- 
ments by water, to ſend me ſuch a proportion of the 
corps (mentioned in a liſt) as you could ſpare, taking 
them in the ſucceſſion they are there placed in. — 
Your Lord ſhip, on the contrary, underſtood theſe as 
2 conveying 
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conveying a poſitive order to ſend me three thouſand 
men, (by which, you ſay, your force would have 
been reduced to about two thouſand four hundred 
rank and file fit for duty, having, it is preſumed, 
above one thouſand five hundred ſick) and was 
pleaſed to tell me in your anſwer, that you could 
not, conſiſtent with my plans, make ſafe defenſive 
poſts at York and Glouceſter, both of which would 
be neceſſary for the protection of ſhipping, and that 
you ſhould immediately re-paſs James river, and take 
meaſures for complying with my requiſition, 

I own, my Lord, that my opinion of the obvious 
meaning of the lerters referred to continues ſtill the 
ſame ; and I am forry to find, by the letter you have 
now honoured me with, that it differs ſo widely from 
your Lordſhip's. It is plain, however, we cannot 
both be in the right. 

My letter of the 11th of July directs your Lordſhip 
to fortify Old Point Comfort in the mouth of James 
river, with the intention of ſecuring Hampton road, 
which the Admiral recommended as the beſt naval 
ſation, and requeſted I would occupy. But your 
Lordſhip's letter of the 27th informs me you had 
examined Old Point Comfort with the officers of the 
navy and the engincers, and that you were all of opi- 
nion a poſt there would not anſwer the purpoſe, and 
that you ſhould, in compliance with the ſpirit of my 
orders, ſeize York and Glouceſter, being the only 
harbour in which you could hope to be able to give 
elfectual 
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cvauat protection to line of battle ſhips. Suppoſing, 
therefore, of courſe, that your Lordſhip approved in 
every reſpect of York and Glouceſter, from the pre- 
ference you had thus given them to the poſt I had re- 
commended, 1 did not oppoſe the choice you had 
made, having never received the leaſt hint from your 
Lordſhip that the ground of York was unfavourable, 
ar liable to be enfiladed till after you had capitu- 
lated. 

With reſpect to your Lordſhip's having been influ. 
enced in your conduct by the hopes or pallet (which 
you ſay was uniformly held out to you in all my 
letters) your Lordſhip cannot be inſenſible, that the 
poſſibility of effecting it muſt have entirely depended 
upon the exertions of the navy; which, as I was 
not authoriſed to promiſe before the 24th of Septem- 
ber, I am perſuaded your Lordfhip will readily ac- 
knowledge, that if your letter of the 2oth of October 
implies I had done ſo before that period, the implica- 
tion cannot be ſupported by any thing I wrote pre- 
vious to my letter of that me, which you received 
on the 29th. 

As, therefore, my letters of the 2d and 6th of Sep- 
tember, which promife only my own exertions, did 
not reach your Lordſhip before the 13th and 14th of 
that month, and you did not before then know of 
Sir Samuel] Hood's arrival, or of Mr. Graves having 
more than ſeven fail of the line to combat Monſierr 


De Graſſe's force, which on the 29th of Auguſt you 
had 
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had heard conſiſted of at leaſt twenty-five fail. of the 
linez your Lordſhip, conſequently, could have no 
hopes of relief before that time; and, with reſpect to 
your eſcape to New-York immediately on the arri- 
val of General W aſhington? $ troops at Williamſburg, 
which your letter of the 20th of October implies you 
were prevented from undertaking by the receipt of 
mine of the 24th of September, I muſt beg leave 
to obſerve, that if it had been ever practicable after 
the time your Lordſhip mentions (which I am free 
to own I do not think it was) it muſt have been be- 
tween that period and the time of the enemy's force 
zppearing before your lines. It may, therefore, be 
preſumed you could not have been prevented by any 
thing I ſaid in that letter, as you did not receive it 
until after the latter event took place. But I readily 
admit, my Lord, that none. of my letters could give 
you the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe that an attempt would 
not be made to ſuccour you. 

Your Lordſhip will, I am perſuaded, alſo forgive 
me, if I again take notice of the too poſitive manner 
in which you are pleaſed to ſpeak of the opinion 1 
gave, you about the failing of the fleet, as my words 
were & There is every reaſon to hope we ſhall ſtart 
© from hence about the 5th of October.“ — And, 
in my Jetter of the next day, for fear that ſhould 
appear too poſitive, I ſiy, id is ſuppoſed the neceſ- 
* ſary tepairs of the fleet will detain us here to the 

"OE th . 
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«* 5th of next month; but your Lordſhip muſt be 
« ſenſible, that unforeſeen accidents may lengthen it 
« out a day or two longer.” 

With regard to entrenching tools, the want of 
which your Lordſhip complains ſo much of, I can 
only ſay, that by the returns made to me by the 
Adjutant-general, it appears that two thouſand five 
hundred had been ſent to the Cheſapeak by the engi- 
neer ſince General Arnold's expedition incluſive ; and 
that the firſt moment a requiſition was made for 
more, (which was not before the 23d of Auguſt) ! 
ordered an additional ſupply to be ſent, which were 
prevented from going by the arrival of the French 
fleet. I own, however, that I was not at that time 
very uneaſy on this ſcore, as I ſuppoſed it poſſible 
for your Lordſhip to have collected a ſufficiency 
from the neighbouring plantations any time before 
the inveſtiture was began. 

December 10. I had wrote thus far, my Lord, 
immediately after the receipt of your Lordſhip's letter 
of this date; but, conſidering that it was poſſible you 
might not have adverted to the implications which 
your letter of the 2oth of October may be thought 
to bear, from the great agitation of mind and hurry 
in Which you tell me it was written, I was unwilling 
to give you at that time more trouble on the ſubject, 
— in the honeſt hope, that your Lordſhip's cancour 
will induce you moſt formally to diſavow your having 


4 LLP any 
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any ſuch intentions by writing that letter, in caſe 
you find, on your arrival in England, that the paſ- 
ſages of it which 1 have taken notice of are under- 
ſtood as I ſuſpect they may be; — and I therefore 
intended to have ſent this letter to a friend to be de- 
livered to you in London. But, upon re- conſidering 
your letter of the 2d inſtant, which I have had more 
l:iſure to do ſince my public diſpatches were cloſed, 
am of opinion that it is properer your Lordſhip 


' ſhould receive my anſwer to it here. 


I have the honour to be &c. 


H CLINE ON 


P. S. Having forgot to ſpeak to the part of your 
Lordſhip's letter of the 2d inſtant, when you fay, 
« do not recollect that any converſation paſſed be- 
«* tween us the other day, before the publication of 
« my letter relative to my reaſons for taking poſ- 
äſeſſion of the poſts of York and Glouceſter,” I beg 
leave to do it here. 

It is true, my Lord, no converſation paſſed from 
your Lordſhip on that ſubject. But when, in the 
converſation alluded to, I mentioned that I had di- 
rected you to examine Old Point Comfort and fortify 

H h 2 it 


236 Correſpondence, So. 


it, but that diſapproving of that poſt, you Had ſeized 
York, — and that, therefore, York was your Lord: 
thip's preference; as you were pleaſed not to make 
me any anſwer, I took it for granted pou agreed 
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Gen. Sir HENRY CLINTON, E. B. 


COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 
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Lieut, Gen. Earl CORNWALLIS: 
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LETTERS FROM SIR HENRY CLINTON, ' K. B. 


TO EARL CORNWALLIS. 


DELIVERED AT NEW-YOKK A MONTH AFTER FARL 
CORNWALL 1sS'S SUREENDER. 
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NUMBER I. 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New. York, Auguſt 2d, 1781. | 


[Received from the Secretary at New York, Nov. 19, 1781.] 


MY LORD, 

WAS laſt night honoured with your Lordſhip 8 | 
letters of the 24th and 27th ultimo, by Cap- | 
rain Stapleton ; and it gives me no {mall concern to | 
Obſerve by the tenor of them, that you are diſplea- | 
ſed with the opinions I took the liberty of giving | 
| in 
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in my letter of the 2gth May, reſpecting the pro- 
bable conſequences of your retreat from Croſs Creel: 
to Wilmington, and march from thence to Peter(- 
burg; and with what I ſaid to your Lordſhip in my 
letters of the 8th and 11th of laſt month, on your 
deſign of abandoning the Williamſburg Neck, and 
retiring with your army to Portſmouth, Therefore, 
as it was not my intention to give offence, and is 
extremely my wiſh to be properly underſtood by 
your Lordſhip, I requeſt your attention for a few 
moments to the following -elucidation of my ſenti- 
ments on both thoſe ſubjects, 

The high opinion J entertained of your Lordſhip's 
military talents, and the reſpect I had for your ſi- 
tuation as jecond to myſelf, induced me, from the 
moment you took charge of a ſeparate command, to 
leave you at full liberty to act in it as you judged 
beſt for the King's ſervice. And I am perſuaded 
your Lordſhip is not inſenſible that I conſtantly pur- 
ſued this line of conduct towards you during all 
your operations in the Carolinas; aiming at no other 
merit than that of diligeatly attending to your wants 
and ſupplying them; — whilſt I was content to re- 
main here myſelf, upon the very confined defenſive, 
to which I was reduced, by the large detachments 
I had ſent to the ſouthward in * of your pro- 
grels. 

Although your Lordſhig was, 45 yop have obſer- 
ved ſubjcRed by this means to a certain degree of 

anxiety 
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anxiety and reſponſibility ; it does not appear that I 
was exonerated of my ſhare of them. I could nor, 
therefore, but be perſonally and anxiouſly intereſted 
in your ſucceſſes and diſappointments. And, though 
have a reſpe& for your Lordſhip's judgment, and 
am apt to doubt my own when it differs from it ; 
yet it is certainly a duty I owe to my ſtation as Com- 
mander in Chief, to expreſs my diſſent from any 


meaſure your Lordſhip adopts, when I apprehend 


that the conſequences may be prejudicial. This, 
my Lord, being the caſe with reſpect to the move 
taken notice of in my letter of the 2gth May (and 
I moſt fincerely wiſh experience had convinced me I 
was miſtaken) I immediately communicated to your 
Lordſhip my ſentiments of the event, and how I 
thought it might have been obviated. In theſe it 
ſeems I am not ſo fortunate to have your concur- 
rence, But I muſt confeſs they are ndt the leaſt al- 
tered by your Lordſhip's arguments; being ſtill of 
opinion, that, under the circumſtances in which you 
deſcribe your troops to be, you could have fallen 
back from Crofſcreek to the Pedee, with much 
greater eaſe and ſafety, than you could have march- 
ed double the diſtance to Wilmington, through a 
country which you report to be entirely hoſtile ; 
and I ſhould ſuppoſe Lord Rawdon might have mo- 
ved to the Pedee without interruption to join you, 
with every refreſhment your army wanted ; as there 
does not appear, to have been at that tine, an ene- 


my 
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my between that river and Camden; and before 
you reached the Pedee, the country would probably 
have been ſo opened, that your orders for that pur- 
poſe might have got to his Lordſhip with as much 
expedition and ſafety, as your note did from Guild- 
ford after the battle. | 

And with reſpect to your Lordſhip's ſubſequent 
move, I hope you will pardon me if I continue to 
diſſent from the he of the meaſure, tho' you hap- 


pily ſurmounted the danger of it; as I fear the advan- 
tages reſulting from your junction with the Cheſa- 


peak army will not compenſate the loſſes which im- 
mediately follgwed- your quitting Carolina, — not- 
withſtanding General Greene's wiſhes to the contra- 
ry; which, I apprehend, meant nothing more than a 
gaſconade, to boaſt the ſucceſs he expected from a 
ſecond action with your Lordſhip's army, in caſe it 
had directed its ſteps towards him inſtead of Virꝑi- 
nia. 4 

I hope your Lordſhip will likewiſe excuſe me for 
expreſſing the uneaſineſs I feel at the obſervation you 
make reſpecting my opinion of the Virginia force; 
becauſe it ſeems to convey an inſinuation, which I 
am not conſcious of deſerving. And I truſt, that as 
I know myſelf to be incapable of wreſting opinions 
to ſerve particular purpoſes, -1t . will appear, that. 
what I have ſaid at different periods, on that or any 
other ſubject, has been perfectly conſonant and can- 


didly what I thought, I beg leave, therefore, to con- 
traſt 
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traſt with each other what I have faid, in this and my 
other letters, on the force of Virginia; and I re- 
quelt your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to point out the 
impropriety which gave riſe to that obſervation. 
In the letter your Lordſhip quotes, I ſay, I 
ſhould not have thought even the one under Major- 
general Phillips in ſafety, at Peterſburgh, at leaſt for 
ſo long a time.” In the one of June %th, * Your 
Lordſhip will ſee by La Fayette's letter, that you 
have little more oppoſed to you than his corps, and 
an unarmed militia.' And in that of June 11th, 
« where,” as. appears by the intercepted letters of. 
Waſhington and La Fayette, they are in no ſitua- 
tion to ſtand againſt even a diviſion of that army. 
And your Lordſhip may poſſibly have oppoſed to you 
from 1500 to 2000 Continentals, and (as La Fayette 
obſerves) a ſmall body of ill armed peaſantry, full as 
ſpiritleſs as the militia of the Southern Provinces, 
and without any ſervice.” At the period alluded to 
in the firſt letter, General Phillips was at Peterſburg 
with only 2000 men, uncovered by works. Fayette 
was oppoſed to him with his own corps, Steuben, 
Muhlenberg, &c. and all the militia of the pro- 
vince, and expected to be ſoon joined by Wayne 
with the Pennſylvania line. I therefore certainly 
had cauſe to be apprehenſive: for General Phillips's 
corps, in caſe Greene had, on hearing of your Lord- 
ſhip's move from Wilmington, fallen back, and cal. 
ling La Fayette to him, placed himſelf with their 
[1 | united 
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united force between your Lordſhip's and the Peterſ- 
burg army, ready to ſtrike at either, as it ſuited his 
purpoſe, But when the other letters were written, 
my opinion of the Virginia force was formed from 
the Rebel letters juſt intercepted, which fully de- 
ſcribed the ſtate of their arms and their numbers. 
T therefore cannot diſcover, that they ſhew.I thought 
at different periods more or leſs favourably of it, but 
as I was warranted to do by matter of fact, and the in- 
telligence I received, x ; 

To give a full and ſatisfactory anſwer to your Lond: 
ſhip's letter of the 27th July, will perhaps take up 
more time than you or I can well ſpare. But, as 
your Lordſhip appears to be greatly affected by the 
contents of my letters of the 8th and 13th ultimo, 1 
think it a duty I owe to your feelings and my own, 
to ſay ſomething in explanation of them, I muſt 
therefore beg your Lordſhip's patience, - while J ſtate 
the ſubſtance of my correſpondence with General 
Phillips and yourſelf, concerning the ſtations to be 
held, and operations to be carried on in Cheſapeak, 
&c. which, I preſume, will at leaſt prove, that I 
{pared no pains to explain my deſires to your Lord- 
ſhip, though I have, perhaps, de leo in 

making them underſtood. 

My inſtroctions to General Phillips as 8 by 
your Lordſhip, gave him a power to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of Lork Town, or Old Point Comfort, as a ſta- 
tion for large fhips, if the Admiral ſhould diſapprove 


of 
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of Portſmouth, and require one. In my letters to 
that General Officer, of 24th of March and 11th of 
April, I deſired his opinion reſpecting the poſt of 
Portſmouth, and ſuch others as he propoſed to eſta- 
bliſh on James River ; with their- importance con- 
ſidered, either as aſſiſting your Lordſhip's operations, 
or connected with thoſe of the navy: and, after 
having received that opinion, I told him, © that 
Portſmouth was by no means my choice,” and left 
him at liberty to change it if he ſaw proper. And 
the ſubſtance of the converſations with him, as ex- 
tracted by your Lordſhip, go more fully into the ad- 
vantage of a naval ſtation, pointing particularly to 
the one at York — being led to the conſideration of 
its utility by the French having, two winters ago, 
ſheltered their ſhips under works thrown up there. 
And, as I have already mentioned to your Lordſhip, 
General Arnold has ſince told me, that from the 
deſcription given him of it by Lieutenant-colone] 
Simcoe, he judged 2000 men would be ample for 
its defence. . 
From hence, my Lord, I preſume it will appear, 
that I very early entertained thoughts.of a ſtation in 
Cheſapeak for large ſhips ; and I referred your Lord- 
ſhip, in my letter of the 29th May, to my corre. 
ſpondence, &c. with General Phillips, in your poſ- 
ſeſhon, for my ideas on that and other operations 
which 1 had in view — leaving you at liberty, how- 
Ever, fo follow them or your own, as you /judged 


— . . —— 
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beſt for the King's ſervice. Having therefore, after. 
wards ſcen by your Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 26th 
of: May, that you had conſidered the papers refer- 
red to; and that, though you did not think it expe- 
dient to attend to Me, Alexander's propoſal, and the 
expedition againſt the ſtores at Philadelphia, you 
had the ſame objections to Portſmouth which had 
been before ſtated, and was incliged to think well of 
York as a proper harbour and place of arms; I na- 
turally concluded that your ' Lordſhip had entirely 
concurred with me, not only as to the propriety of 
laying hold of a naval ſtation ſomewhere on the Wil- 
liamſburg Neck, but as to the place. And I of 
courſe ſuppoſed, that your Lordſhip would ſet about 
eſtabliſhing yourſelf there immediately on your re- 
turn from Richmond, which I expected would be in 
three or four days after the date of your letter, 
Wherefore, imagining you were conſiderably advan - 
ced in your works (for I had no letter afterwards 
from your Lordſhip until the one you honoured me 
with of. the zoth June) I. ventured to ſolicit you for 
a part of your force to aſſiſt me in the operations I 
propoſed carrying on in this quarter during the ſum- 
mer months — when thoſe of the Cheſapeak muſt 
have probably ceaſed, And in doing this, as I was 
totally in the dark with reſpect to What was then do- 
ing in the Cheſapeak, I endeavoured, as much as lay 
in my power, to avoid all poſſibility of interrupting 
the moves you might be engaged in, or any object 

you 
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you might have in view — as will, I doubt not, be 
manifeſt from the following extracts from my letters 


to your Lordſhip, which I beg leave to fubmit once 
more to your conſideration. M - £4 
May 29th. — “ 1 would rather content lt 
with ever fo bare a defenſive (until there was an 
appearance of ſerious operation * 9 _ 
cramp yours in the leaſt,” ; 


June 8th. — “ You will ſee by Fayetre's letter, 


you have little more oppoſed to you, &c, — Your 
Lordſhip can therefore certainly ſpare 2200, and the 
ſooner they come the better, &c. Had it been poſ- 
ſible for your Lordſhip to have let me know your 
views and intentions, I ſhould not now be at a loſs 


to judge of the force you might want for your ope- 


rations. Ignorant, therefore, as I am of them, I can 


only truſt, that as your Lordſhip will ſee by the in- 


cloſd intercepted letters, my call for a reinforce- 
ment is not a wanton one; you will ſend me what 
you can ſpare as ſoon as may be expedient. For, 


ſhould your Lordſhip be engaged in a move of ſuch 


Importance as to require the employment of your 
whole force, I would by no means wiſh to ſtarve ar 
obſtruct it. But in that caſe, would rather endea- 
vour to wait a little longer, until my occaſions grow 


more urgent, or your ſituation admits. of your de- 


taching. Of which, however, I requeſt to be in- 
formed with all poſüble diſpatch.“ 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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N. B. This letter was written immediately after ] 
had known the enemy's deſigns of attacking this 
place; and ſhould therefore be conſidered as tho- 
roughly deſcriptive of the nature of my wiſhes for a 
reinforcement. 

June 11th. —-* I ſhall of courſe approve of any 
alterations your Lordſhip may think proper to make 
with reſpe& to the ſtations I propoſed taking in 
York or James Rivers, &c.“ — © Thus circumſtan- 
ced, I am perſuaded your Lordſhip will be of opi- 
nion, that the ſooner I concentrate my force, the 
better. Therefore, (unleſs your Lordſhip, after the 
receipt of my letters of the 2 9th May and 8th inſt. 
ſhould incline to agree with me in opinian, and judge 
it right to adopt my ideas reſpecting the move 10 
Baltimore, or the Delaware Neck ;) I beg leave to 
recommend it to you, as ſoon as you have finiſhed 
the active operations you may be now engaged in, 
to take a defenlive ſtation in any healthy ſiuation 
you chuſe (be it at Williamſburg or York Town :) 
and I would wiſh in that caſe,” (that is, after 
you have ſecured ſuch a ſtation) © that after re- 
ſerving to yourſelf ſuch troops as you judge ne- 
eeſſary for an ample defenſive, and deſultory move- 


ments by water, &c. the following corps may be 


ſent me, in ſucceſſion as you can ſpare them, 
June 15th. bay I delay not a moment to diſpatch 
a runner with a dupli cate of my letter of the 1th 


inſtant ; z an nd 7 as 1 am led to ſuppoſe f. om four 'Lorc 
| | "ſhip" 5 
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ſhip's letter of the 26th ultimo, that you may not 
thiak it expedient to adopt the operations I had re- 
commended in the Upper Cheſapeak, and will by 
this time probably have finiſhed thoſe you were en- 
caged in,” (in which ſurely the ſecuring defenſive ſta- 
tions is obviouſly implied) * I requeſt you will im- 
mediately embark a part of the ttoops ſtated in the 
letter incloſed, (beginning with the Light Infantry) 
and fend them to me with the greateſt diſpatch. I 
ſhall likewiſe in proper time ſolicit the Admiral to 
ſend ſome more tranſports to the Cheſapeak ; in 
which your Lordſhip will pleaſe to fend hither the 
remaining troops you judge can be ſpared from the 
defence of the poſts you may occupy ; as I do not 
think it adviſeable to leave more troops in that un- 
healthy climate at this ſeaſon of the year, than what 
are abſolutely wanted for a defenſiye and deſultory 
water excurſion,” “ 

June 19. « J am, however, perſuaded they will 
attempt the inveſtiture of the place; I therefore 
heartily wiſh I. was more in force, that I might be 
able to rake advantage of any falſe movements they 
may make in forming it.” Should your Lordthip 
have any ſolid operations to propoſe, or have ap- 
proved of the one mentioned in my former letters, 
I ſhall not, as I have already told you, preſs you for 
the corps I wiſhed to have ſent me, at leaſt for the 
preſent. But if in the approaching inclement ſeaſon, 
your Lordſhip ſhould not think it prudent to under- 

take 
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take operation with the troops you have, &c. I can- 
not but wiſh, for their fake, if I had no other 
motive, that you would ſend me as ſoon as poſſible 
what you can ſpare from a reſpettable defenſive. 
And that your Lordſhip may better judge what ! 
mean by a reſpectable defenſive, it is neceſſary to in- 
form you, that other intelligence (belides Monficur 
Barras' letter) makes it highly probable that Monſieur 
De Graſſe will viſit this coaſt in the hurricane ſeaſon, 
and bring with him troops as well as ſhips. Bur 
when he hears your Lordſhip has taken pofleſſion of 
York-river before him, &c. (which in other words 
certainly means your defenſive 1s required to be more 
particularly reſpectable, as De Graſſe is expected to 
come ſoon with a conſiderable armament to the Che- 
ſapeak, where he will probably ſeize a ſtation for 
his large ſhips in York-river: but as it appears to be 
your Lordſhip's intention to take poſſeſſion of that 
poſt, I think he will, upon hearing you have done ſo, 
relinquiſh the deſign, and join the force aſſembling 
againſt this place.) © In the hope that your Lordſhip 
will be able to ſpare me three thouſand men, I 
have ſent two thouſand tons of tranſports, &c/” 
But ſhould your Lordſhip not be able to ſpare the 

whole, &c.” | 
Theſe letters, my Lord, are each a link of the 
ſame chain, and, collectively or ſeparately, were in- 
tended to ipeak the ſame language. The ſimple and 
1 obvigus 
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obvious meaning of which I humbly. preſume to be 
this. 555 8 

I find your Lordſhip does not think it expedient” 
to undertake the operations I propoſed, and you have 
none of your own in contemplation; and it being 
probable you have made your arrangements for 
changing the poſt of Portſmouth, which you diſlike,” 
and have finiſhed your defenſive on the Williamſ- 
ſburg Neck, which we both approve of; I requeſt+ 
that, of the ſeven thouſand men, which (as far as 1 
can judge without having lately received any returns) 
you have, you will reſerve as many as you want for 
the moſt ample defenſive, and deſultory water expe- 
ditions z and then ſend me the reſt according to the 
incloſed liſts in ſucceſſion as you can ſpare them. 

It is true, indeed, that ſeveral of theſe letters were 
not received by your Lordſhip until ſome time after 
you received thoſe of the 11th and 15th, owing to 
the unexpected tedious voyage of the Charon that 
carried them (and you muſt be ſenſible that it would 
have been imprudent in me to have riſked duplicates 
of them by the boat, in which Enſign Amiel was 
diſpatched.) But, if your Lordſhip will be pleaſed 
to recur to thoſe you received by him, I am per- 
ſuaded you will find that the letter of the 11th refers 
you to thoſe of the 29th of May and 8th of June; 
which (it is expreſſly implied) you Lordſhip was to 
read, before you executed-the order contained in that 
of the 15th; and you not having received them 

& would 
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would (I ſhould ſuppoſe) have fully warranted, at 
leaſt the ſuſpenſion of your reſolution of repaſſing 
James-river, until you had ſtated to me your ſitua- 
tion, and heard again from me. 

After this very candid and ample explanation, my 
Lord, I have only to aſſure you, that it was not my 
intention to paſs the ſlighteſt cenſure on your Lord- 


ſhip's conduct, much leis an unmerited or ſevere one. 


We are both amenable to the cenſure of a much 
higher tribunal, ſhould either of us unhappily com- 
mit errors that deſerve it: nor had I the ſmalleſt 
right to doubt your Lordſhip's readineſs to comply 
with my deſires, if you had underſtood them. The 
diſpatch with which you prepared to exccute what 
you thought my wiſh, and the alacrity you afterwards 
ſhewed, together with the ample manner in which 
you equipped the expedition I ordered, convince 
me you are inclined to do ſo. I had therefore only 
to lament, that your Lordſhip had miſtaken my in- 
tentions, and to endeavour to obviate the inconveni- 
ence as ſpeedily as poſſible. This perhaps, was 
done in more poſitive language than I had been 
accuſtomed to uſe to your Lordſhip z but I had no 
other object in view than to make myſelf clearly un- 
derſtood, which I am happy to find has been the 
caſe, and that my meſſenger was in time to prevent 


the conſequences I apprehended. 


T have the honour to be, &c. 
A. CLINTON. 
N UM- 
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Hir S Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, Auguſt 27th, 1781. 


[Received from the Secretary at New-York, November 
Igth, 1781.] N 


MY LORD, 

I had the honour to receive your Lordſhip's letter 
in cypher of the 17th inſtant, by the Swallow diſ- 
patch boat, which arrived here the 23d. In anſwer 
to which, I muſt confeſs that I conceived your letter 
of the 27th ultimo, gave me reaſon to ſuppoſe it 
was your intention to ſend me the troops you could 
ſpare, as ſoon as yau finiſhed the evacuation of Portſ- 
mouth ; and I was impatient for their arrival for. 
the reaſons I have already communicated to you, 2s 
it is probable they would have been of infinite uſe 
had they come in time. For on the arrival of the 
two thouſand five hundred raw German recruits 
which I mentioned in my laſt, and in the hope of 
reinforcement from your Lordſhip, I had aſſembled 
my little army in ſuch a manner as to be able to avail 
myſelf. of any opportunity which might be given 
me by the enemy, who had foraged within ſix 
miles of my lines on the 17th. This ſmall move- 
ment was made on the 18th, they fell back on the 
19th, and paſſed;the Croton; afterwards croſſed the 
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Hudſon at King's-ferry, and are now encamped in 
the neighbourhood of Chatham. 

I cannot well aſcertain Mr. Waſhington's real inten- 
tions by this move of his army; but it is poſſible he 
means for the preſent to ſuſpend his offenſive operations 
againſt this poſt, and to take a defenſive ſtation at a. 
old poſt of Morris-town, from whence he may de- 
tach to the ſouthward. On this account therefore, 
and becauſe the ſeaſon is approaching when operation 


may recommence in the Cheſapeak, I requeſt your 


Lordſhip will be pleaſcd to keep with you all the 
troops you have there, and I ſhall ſend you ſuch re- 
cruits, convaleſcents, &c. as can go by this ſudden 
opportunity; which are all that I can at preſent 
ſpare ; as this move of the enemy may be only a 
feint, and they may return to their former poſition, 
which they certainly will do, if De Graſſe arrives. 


But towards the latter end of next month, when the 


effects of the equinox are over, (for I am perſuaded 
the Admiral will not approve of any water move- 
ments till then) if this poſt ſhould not be threatened, 
I propoſe to reinforce the Cheſapeak army with all 
the troops which can poſlibly be ſpared conſiſtently 
with the ſecurity of this 1mportant poſt. 

General Leſlie has been here ſome days, he will 


- himſelf explain to your Lordſhip the cauſe of his 


coming. I was much concerned to find him in fo 


bad a ſtate of health on his arrival, but it is now 
much altered for the better; he embarks to-morrow 


to 
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to proceed to Cheſapeak on his way to Charles- 
town. 

If your Lordſhip from your knowledge of the 
ſtate of South-Corolina, ſhould be opinion that any 
troops may be ſpared from thence, I beg leave to 
ſuggeſt that the ſooner you give orders for their 
joining you the better. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


tt, CEIPN TOM 


NU MM EEE 


Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. to Earl Cornwallis dated 
New-York, Auguſt 30th, 1781. 


{Received from the Secretary at New-York, November 
- 19th, 1781. 


MV LORD, 


I am this moment honoured with your Lordſhip's 
diſpatches of the 2oth, 22d, and 24th inſtant, 
which were delivered to me by Lieutenant-colonel 
Du Buy; and as my letters of the 2d and 27th, 
have already ſpoken very fully to the ſubje& they 
chiefly treat of, it becomes unneceſſary for me at pre- 

3 ſent 
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ſent to give your Lordſhip any further trouble 
thereon. | 

General Leſlie will have the honour to communi- 
cate to your Lordſhip my wiſhes reſpecting Caro- 
lina, as I have given him ſuch inſtructions relative to 
the ſervice in that quarter, as my preſent limited in- 
formation enables me to do. However, as I cannot 
but ſuppoſe that the operations in Virginia and Ca- 
rolina, will ſtill have a conſiderable connection with 
each other, and that your Lordſhip, by applying to 
the officer commanding the King's ſhips, will have 
the ſame means of communication that I ſhall; I 
muſt requeſt that you will ſtill retain the direction of 
the ſouthern diſtrict, until I can determine upon it, 
or ſhall find it expedient to comply with your Lord- 
ſhip's wiſhes, which I ſhall not fail to pay the earlieſt 
attention to. For your Lordſhip having hitherto had 
the entire management of the civil and military tranſ- 
actions in the Carolinas, and being in conſequence 
better qualified than any other perſon to judge of 
what may be hereafter proper to be done there, it 
will be neceſſary I ſhould receive your opinions upon 


them, before any change takes place, or 1 can 


frame definitive orders for General Leſlie's guidance. 
Your Lordſhip will be therefore pleaſed in the 
mean time to make ſuch additions to the inſtruc- 


tions I ſhave now given him as you ſhall find re- 


quiſite. 


I am 
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I am concerned to find your Lordſhip under the 
neceſſity of employing ſo many troops in working 
on the fortification ; having entertained hopes that 
you were ſupplied with a ſufficient number of Ne- 
groes for that and other drudgeries. 

Mr. Wier having informed me that the Commil- 
ſary with your Lordſhip has received your orders to 


buy rum for the troops; I have the honour to ac- 


quaint you, that as there 1s a conſiderable quantity 
of that article in the ſtores here, a ſupply of it will 
be ſent you from hence, which will of courſe come 
cheaper than any that may be purchaſed in Vir- 
ginia. | . 

I hope your Lordſhip will find every thing you 
want ſent you by this opportunity, except money, 
of which only ten thouſand pounds can poſſibly be 
ſpared at preſent. But, a conſiderable ſum being 
expected by the firſt fleet from England, I ſhall on 
its arrival ſend your Lordſhip a further ſupply. 

Sir Samuel Hood arrived here from the Leeward- 


iſlands on the 28th, with fourteen ſail of the line, 


three frigates and a fire ſhip ; and has brought with 
him the fortieth and ſixty-ninth regiments to rein- 
force this army: the latter of which continues to do 
duty on board the fleet. On the evening of the 
ſame day I received undoubted information that 
Monſieur Barras' fleet ſailed from Rhode-iſland the 
morning of the 25th, their deſtination not known. 
Mr. Waſhington's force ſtill remains in the neigh- 

bourhood 
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bourhood of Chatham, and I do not hear that he 
has as yet detached tothe ſouthward. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 


HM CLINTON. 


P. S. September 1ſt. As your Lordſhip informs 
me in your letter of the 22d, that the works you have 
thought proper to conſtruct at York, will not pro- 
bably be finiſhed before the expiration of ſix weeks, 
I am to ſuppoſe you will not think of commencing 
ſolid operations before that time. Therefore unleſs 
Mr. Waſhington ſhould ſend a conſiderable part of 
his army to the ſouthward, I ſhall not judge it ne- 
ceſſary until then to detach thither. I ſhould wifh, 
however, in the mean time to be informed from 
your Lordſhip what number of troops you think 
will be required for the defence of your works, 
what force you will afterwards have to take the 
field with, and what you will want in addition; ſup- 
poſing that you ſhall not have a greater force acting 
againſt you in Virginia, than what may be expected 
from the preſent appearances, 
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Sir Henry Clinton, R. B. to Earl Cornwallis, dated 
New-York, October 14, 1781. 


Received from the Secretary at New-York, Nov. 29,1781. 
MY LORD, | 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordlhip's 
letter of the 29th ult. on the 8th inſtant, and that of 
the 3d on the 12th inſtant, and am happy to hear 
that mine of the 24th and 25th have reached you. 

At a council of war of the General officers, held 
on the 1oth inſtant, it was reſolved I ſhould ſubmit 
the three following plans to your Lordſhip's conſi- 
deration. They occurred to us as ſecondary objects 
only, (in caſe we ſhould find it abſolutely imprafti- 
cable to go directly up to Vork; or, by landing at 
Monday's point, effect a junction with you by the 


Glouceſter fide) and be thereby obliged to try James 
river. ; . 


1 


To land at Newport- News, and the troops to ad- 
vance from thence on the James river road to ſome 
favourable poſition, in communication with that 
river, when we are to wait until we hear from your 
Lordſhip, or circumftances may. make it proper for 

. us 
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us to co-operate with you in effecting a junction of 
the two armies, which we at preſent think will be 
beſt” done without your lines, in preference to an at- 
tempt of doing it within, for reaſons we think ob- 
vious, 
n 4 

To attempt a junction with you by a combined 
move, — we moving up James river to James town, 
and your Lordſhip up the York river to either Queen's 
cre:ck or Cappahoſick ferry, and effect the junction 
as near Williamſburg as we can; thereby putting 
ourſelves in a ſituation to attack the enemy, ſhould 
it be thought advilcable, | 


1 

To ſave as great a part of your Lordſhip's corps 
as poſſible, by bringing them off to James town, and 
a naval force will be ready to protect them. This 
we think may be done by our giving jealouſy to the 
enemy from Newport News or Mulberry iſland, 
whilſt your Lordſhip moving up the river with as 
many troops as your boats will carry, or marching up 
the Glouceſter fide, croſſes the river, and lands either 
at Queen's creek or Cappahoſick, and makes the beſt 
of your way to James town, 


The above is our opinion of what is beſt to be done 


in caſe we do not hear from your Lordſhip. But, 


ſhould we receive other ideas from you, we ſhall 
of courſe be governed by them. 


By 
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By this your Lordſhip will perceive, our wiſhes 
are to effect the junction firſt by York, — next by 
Glouceſter, — and, in caſe either of theſe are abſo- 
lutely impracticable, by the James river. — Firſt 
landing at Newport News, and taking a poſition ready 
to co-operate with your Lordſhip, in caſe you ſhould 
recommend a combined effort to effect a junction that 
way ; or to endeavour to effect it near Williamſburg, 
the two armies moving up the James and York rivers 
about the fame time, we landing at James town, and 
your Lordſhip where you judge beſt ; and when our 
junction is ſormed, bring on a general action with the 
enemy, ſhould that on conſultation be thought ad- 
viſeable, - But in cafe all theſe ſhould fail, our laſt 
object will be to ſave as many of your Lordſhip's 
troops as we can, and leave the poſt at Vork after- 
wards to make the beſt terms they can for them- 
ſelves. 

The Torbay and Prince William having arrived 
on the 11th, our fleet at preſent conſiſts of twenty- 
five ſail of the line and two fifties, with a large 
number of frigates. They are now ready, and I 
expect we ſhall certainly fail in a day or two. 


p. S. Oct. 15. — Had the wind been fair to-day, 
the fleet would have fallen down to the Hook, but 
I expeft the whole will fail to-morrow. 


P; 8. By 
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P.S. By the duplicate, London, at the Hook, 
Oct. 18. — The fleet is aſſembled, the troops em- 
barked on board, and the whole will go to ſea, if 
the wind continues fair, to-morrow morning, as the 
tide will not ſuit before. The Admiral and I in- 
treat that we may receive all poſſible -information 
from you and the Commodore, of your ſituation, 
and the exact poſition of the enemy's fleet, to meet 
us off cape Charles. 


I was honoured with your Lordſhip's letter of the 
x1th on the 16th inſtant, 


1 have the honour to. be, &c. 


H. CLIN T ON. 


Original, forwarded by Captain Stapleton on the 
15th. Duplicate WI the * whale-boat» 
n 
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THE EN D, 
. 
Pag. 3. line 20, for, hearty fire, read, heat fire. 
16, 1. 18, for, Colonel Rawdon, read, Lord Rawdon. 
— 40, I. 28, for, cannon fixed on us, read, cannon 
fired on us. 
41, 43, 45, 47, I. 1, for, Earl Cornwallis's March 
into Virginia, read, "Campaign in North Carolina. 
123, I. 11, for, as ſoon as I paſt, read. as oon as 
I paſs. 


